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Calm returns to South after bread riots 
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iPS |% King calls foir unity, army eases curfew on Karak, government sticks 

to measures, opposition parties insist on Kabariti f s resignation 


,0 ^Cnr 

■- irrj 


rtdec 

he 
.e 

'Tdam 


.sonu-jr: 




pack ,>? .'[ , £ Uer "no*. 

S« il '‘fJ^IICir 

Weic.?m^;7 in N 

tens or hand** 

L'bp- - ■ f 1 '. ^ C 

: r;:;, 

•vJ. 111 ..; I t. 

• per.- ••'; ■'!?■ • -, fJ • 


w e»C'. _ v : 
t no-: 

ouid h- 
:cir h jr.-j..' 
s :.-rj 
resn tv: 
ae th.- . 


‘•-a; .oraar. 
■’ Mhr„jr 

■■ . . 

• iik (ping 
IT.* jr 

■-'Ci'fjj. 

’•o W(w- 

.'>VCDKk.; 


\itt.z\k 
ionvc r-. 


• •V 

"•••. nm.h slide 
. ..,\ r ••: > ivr* io* 

encu v. ■-r JrruijL-. 

ii*;i:. ^ ..t. inter 

cuUL". • ,i 

y-.v: ~.sk:- * ! Uf»;—i 

? iFR :: i. *r.irr.» in J.32: ?- 
:o fov ..cl:!'. vo 



By Raed Al Abed 
Star Staff Writer 
KARAK—The army eased the 
four-dav curfew.* Wednesday 
which it had imposed on this 
southern ciiy of 20.000 people, 
after it was called in to stamp 
out anti-government riots which 
began on Friday at the center of 
town and spread to neighboring 
villages. 

But while officials ana resi¬ 
dents described the situation as 
calm, observers believed the 
government was not about to 
withdraw army units until after 
tomorrow's Friday prayers. A 
number of residents and report- 
ere w ho visited the city said ten¬ 
sion was still high especially as 
the government continued to 
an-est activists in the 
gnvernorate. 

It was after last Friday’s 
prayer when people were leav¬ 
ing Al Omary Mosque in down¬ 
town Karak that things got out 
of hand. What began us a march 
soon turned into a protest and 
then a riot. While it is still 
unclear how the protest began, 
eyewitnesses say that m least 
five young men standing near 
the main circle began inciting 
the crowds by shouting anli- 
govemment slogans. "These 
men arc known as leftist acti¬ 
vists and opponents to the gov¬ 
ernment." one eyewitness told 
The Star. 

f Witnesses sad people were 
hjemotionalty ready for the 
■^protest in the wake of recent 
measures which raised the price 
i of bread and other basic 
commodities. 

"We had enough, our few 
dinars salary are swallowed by 
the all kinds of taxes, the rest 
disappears in stores and baker¬ 
ies." said Mazcn Af Ma'ieta, a 
state post office employee, 
whose monthly salary is about 


JD 140. "We ha\e been living 
in austerity for the past six 
years We thought we will get 
our hands on the fruits of 
peace! No fruits and mx even 
peace." 

About 300 people began the 
protest hut were soon con¬ 
fronted by police who asked 
them to disperse. When the 
marchers refused, police moved 
in using tear-gas and clubs. 

In Karak Eyad Ababsch. an 
internist whose living room 
became a makeshift surgical 
ward Friday for young men 
wounded by shrapnel from tear 


gas canisters, described to the 
iiWtingnirr Post how he bris¬ 
tled as he heard the government 
declare “no injuries took place" 
in Karak except to security 
troops. 

Ababsch. 43. said he had 
watched horrified as policemen 
fired die gas into what he and 
other witnesses described as a 
peaceful dcmonstr.ition. filling 
liis house and those of his neigh¬ 
bors with caustic lumcs. 

"If they caught any boy of 12 
or more they started 10 hit him— 
violent, brutal hilling," the doc¬ 
tor said. ”Mv wife and I were 


sitting here and we saw them." 

ft is not clear how the riots 
spread to neighboring villages 
and towns, but by late afternoon 
public disturbances were 
reported in Ma’an. T.tfcilah. 
Mu/ar, Al Rubbch and others. 
While the number of rioters was 
small, the biggest involving no 
more than 2000, the damage to 
property was high. 

Police reported rioters throw¬ 
ing stones at them, breaking 
glass, overturning cars and hunt¬ 
ing public buildings. Confronta¬ 
tions continued in alleys 
between rioters, mostly hoys and 


young men. and ami-riot police 
who 'were called in to handle 
the situation. Rioters burned 
several government offices, 
schools and banks, and in some 
cases fired at the police, reports 
said. 

While the police was able to 
control the situation in Ma’an 
and other areas by Friday eve¬ 
ning. rioting continued sporadi¬ 
cally in K.tmk city until laic 
hours and resumed after a tense 
lull hy mid morning Saturday. 

This is when the authorities 

Continued on page2 



The Karak riots: Making of a political crisis 
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By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff" Writer 
AMMAN—The Kabariti gov¬ 
ernment lifted bread subsidies 
and raised bread prices last 
Tuesday more than a month 
after it first leaked the news to 
the press, only to deny it at 
first, then to confirm it and 
finally to engage in a heated 
debate on ihe subject The gov¬ 
ernment hod made it dear that 
such a move had to be token to 
comply with the requirements 
of its economic reform program 
and to satisfy the demands of 
IMF. 

The plan drew opposition 
from pulilical parties, profes¬ 
sional uni*ms and many colum¬ 
nists who warned the govern¬ 
ment not to cross what they 
dubbed as the red line. Prime 
Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti 
attempted to explain that the 
government had no intention to 


deny Jordanians access to the 
loaf of bread and that every cit¬ 
izen will be adequately com¬ 
pensated for the difference in 
bread prices. 

Opposition deputies rejected 
Kabariti's arguments and man¬ 
aged to get other deputies to 
join them in forming a special 
Lov. cr House committee to 
study government proposals 
and offer its own. Buf lost 
week, signs of a political crisis 
began to appear when 24 depu¬ 
ties boycotted the meetings of 
ihe extraordinary session. Mr 
Kabariti could wail no longer 
and approved the new meas¬ 
ures one day before the House 
was to meet to hear the com¬ 
mittee's recommendations. 

Last Wednesday the House 
had a chaotic session. With 23 
deputies staying away, only 23 
deputies attending voted for the 
recommendations, which the 


government had rejected any¬ 
way. Failing to get a majority, 
the motion was rejected. The 
government appeared to have 
won this political round. 

Throughout the confronta¬ 
tion, His Majesty the King 
stood by Mr Kabariti reminding 
citizens that these measures 
were necessary to reform the 
economy and improve people’s 
standard of living. 

The government appeared 
sure that people would accept 
the measures even though, it 
was reported, it had been 
warned by intelligence services 
that they could lead to a public 
outburst. 

While opposition parties 
accused the government of not 
heeding warnings and of being 
directly responsible for the riots 
that broke out in the south on 
Friday, causes nf the incidents 
are Mill to be determined. 


But it now appears that gen¬ 
eral economic conditions are to 
blame for a growing sense of 
frustration especially in the 
deprived areas of the Kingdom. 
Observers said protesters 
appeared to be expressing their 
unhappiness with the govern¬ 
ment's policy and the failure of 
Jordan’s 19f*4 peace treaty with 
Israel to bring prosperity as 
promised. 

Economist Dr Fahd AI Fanek 
said that the cost of living in 
Jordan had risen hy 25 percent 
in the last five years and is 
increasing at a rate of lour per¬ 
cent annually. This figure does 
not include the recent increase 
in prices that included bread 
and other basic foodstuff. 

On Saturday, after the King 
toured the worst-hit city of 
Karak. he blamed foreign ele¬ 
ments. who “have chosen the 
current situation lo gain sympa¬ 


thy and to exploit the senti¬ 
ments of simple people." 

It was difficult not 10 draw 
comparisons between . what 
took place last week 3nd 
between the price riots of 1989, 
which also erupted in the 
south. The 1989 riots were fol¬ 
lowed by political reforms cul¬ 
minated in the ending of mar¬ 
tial law and the return to 
democratic rule. 

But in contrast to the 1 989 
events, when the King dis¬ 
missed the government of Zeid 
Rifai. he has reiterated his 
backing of Mr Kabariti jnd the 
government program. 

But while riots ended, the 
political crisis that began a 
week ago is still going on. At 
least 11 opposition panics are 
determined to end Mr Kaba- 
riti's career prematurely. The 

Continued on page 2 


Castro celebrates 70th birthday 
with nostalgic mood 


By Douglas Farah 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 

HAVANA—President Fidel 

Castro, known for decades for 
his soaring, fiery oratory, 
turned unusually soft-spoken 
and reflective earlier this pasi 
week at the first public cele¬ 
bration of his 
birthday in 
years. 

T never ima¬ 
gined I would 
live to be 70." 
mused Castro, 
who has spent 
more than half 
his life at the 
helm of Cuba's 

revolutionary government. ‘*1 
a/n being punished for the self- 
sufficiency young people 
have, who think they have a 
whole lifetime to do things. 
Now, suddenly, you discover 
almost everything is behind 
you. and life has its limits." 

No one is predicting that 


Wor 

Report 


Castro is about to reach those 
limits, but government offi¬ 
cials and diplomats said reach¬ 
ing 70 seems to have turned 
the thoughts of one of the cen¬ 
tury’s most ardent revolution¬ 
aries inward. 

And as he turns inward. 
Cubans arc. for the first time 
in decades, 
beginning to ask 
publicly what 
happen 
Castro is 



past 

tro. 


will 
when 
gone. 

During the 

week Cas- 
known to 
everyone here as 
Fidel. has 

engaged in an unprecedented 
display of nostalgia, declaring: 
“I understand I am not eternal 
or anything like that. I am 
flesh and blood, but that does 
not scare me or worry me.” 

Asked on national televi¬ 
sion what would happen lo Ihe 
revolution after his demist. 



Castro answered that he was 
not worried. 

"A well-made revolution, 
with so many people, with so 
many supporters, like this one 
has. what danger can there be 
for that revolution?" said Cas¬ 
tro. a Jesuil-cducatcd former 
lawyer, son of n Spanish father 


and Cuban mother. 

Ricardo Alaicon. president 
of the National Assembly, said 
that believing the revolution 
would disappear with Castro 
would be like thinking a 
“work of art disappears when 
the artist disappears." 

While ihe comments are not 
extraordinary, il was the first 
time people here remember 
the question being raised 
openly in the Cuban media. 

“He spends a lot more time 
talking publicly about his leg¬ 
acy,” said one Latin American 
diplomat. "For the first time, 
he seems to want to make sure 
the issue is addressed." 

Although his beard is grayer 
and his voice has lost some of 
its timbre. Castro apparently is 
in good health. He srilf 
appears in public fairly often, 
but no longer gives the mara¬ 
thon speeches he did until sev¬ 
eral years ago. 

Few. including Castro, 
seem u> have expected he 


would still be leading his revo¬ 
lution 37 years after its tri¬ 
umph. Having taken power on 
1 January, 1959, he is now the 
longest serving head of state in 
the hemisphere. President Clin¬ 
ton is the ninth US chief exec¬ 
utive Castro has skirmished 
with, the nimh who vowed to 
topple his government, and the 
ninth to find his efforts largely 
frustrated. 

"Believe me, it is not easy to 
adjust lo ihe idea of being 70." 
Castro told a group of Pio¬ 
neers. ihe Communist Party 
youth organization, celebrating 
his birthday last Tuesday. "I 
remember the many limes 1 
heard people talk about 70 
years old. and I would say to 
myself. That is very old.’" 

While his birthday is usually 
celebrated with little fanfare, 
this year there were several 
public events. Juventud 
Rebclde. the official Commu- 

Continued on page 3 



• His Majesty King Hussein said that unity in the country is a binding social force. 
Speaking at the Royal Court. Wednesday, to deputies and senators representing the 
southern governorates of Karak, Ma'an, Tafileh and Aqaba, the King said that what hap¬ 
pened in the south of the Kingdom earlier this week should make us more vigilant about 
the protection of democracy and shura, the need for a constructive dialogue and the 
adoption of a rational mentality as an approach. Also on Wednesday, the King also visited 
the Federation of Trade Unions and the Chamber of Commerce in Amman. 


Arab Socialist 
Ba’ath Party 
denies 
accusations 

AMMAN (Star)—The govern¬ 
ment has accused the Iraqi 
Ba’ath Party of being directly 
involved in fomenting'the latest 
riots which erupted'in Karak 
and other southern towns. 

At the center of these accusa¬ 
tions is the Jordanian Arab 
Socialist Ba’ath Party (JASBP). 
a legalized party which has 
been active in Jordan for many 
years before the democratic 
process of 1989. JASBP. 
headed by Tayseer Al Himsst, 
is a major partner of the 11- 
party opposition bloc. 

The party, whose pan-Arab 
political program is aligned 
with that of Ibe ruling Ba'aih 
party in Iraq, is historically at 
odds with Syria’s ruling Ba'aih 
party. The latter’s programs 
and ideas find sympathy w*ith 
the Progressive Arab Ba’aih 
Party tPABP) in Jordan which 
is also a legalized party. 

The JASBP is believed to be 
strongly rooted in the southern 
region of Jordan and in Karak 

Continued on page2 


How the riots began 
and ended 


Friday 16 August: 

■ About noon time and right after Friday prayers in 
downtown Karak, about three hundred people begin a 
protest against government’s decision to raise bread 
prices. Soon protesters begin shouting anti-government 
slogans and call on Tor its resignation. Police attempts to 
prevent the demonstration but things get out of hand and 
soon the march turns into a riot 

■ By evening, the protests spread to Ma'an, Tafeilah, Al 
Rabbeh. A) Mazar and Al Qaser—all in the south of tbe 
Kingdom. Again protesters dash with police and rioters 
begin to attack public buildings, banks and schools and 
setting some of them on fire. Anti-riot police are called in 
and use tear-gas to disperse protesters. 

■ In Karak about 200 protesters burn government and 
private properties and set fire to the Civil Consumer 
Corp. and the Arab Bank, 

■ Reports say that statements were distributed the day 
before which prompted people to protest against the hike 
in the bread prices. 

■ Reports say al least 13 people are injured in the 
clashes. 

■ Deputy Nazeeb Ammarin, who along with the mayor of 
Karak Mr Ahmed Mahadin were engaged in elTorls to 
stop dashes, receives a reprimand from Prime Minister 
Abdel Karim Al Kabariti who asked him in a quite severe 
language not to interfere in the issue. 

■ By midnight, police controls the situation in Karak and 
other areas and protesters disperse. 

■ Speaker of the Lower House Mr Sa’ad Hayel Sronr 

Continued on page 3 


Major laws remain 
undiscussed with termination 
of extraordinary session 


By Hamdan .\1 Hajj 

Special 10 the Star 
ON THE same day that spo¬ 
radic rioting broke out in 
Karak and other areas in south¬ 
ern Jordan. His Majesty King 
Hussein issued a Royal Decree 
terminating the shortest extra¬ 
ordinary session ever of the 
12th Lower House which had 
started on 20 July. As a result. 
Lower House deputies will not 
have the opportunity to resume 
discussions of outstanding leg¬ 
islative issues at a lime when 
Jordanians arc looking forward 
to the ratification of some 
important draft laws. 

Deputies were scheduled to 
debate in the extraordinary ses¬ 
sion 61 draft laws. Among the 
issues on the agenda of the ses¬ 
sion were the study of supply 
and economic policies, public 
administration. Jordanian-Arab 
relations and the agricultural 
policy. They were also sup¬ 
posed to follow up cases 
which relate to Public Liberties 
Law and citizen rights. 

Other urgent matters on the 
deputies’ agenda were the draft 


laws of the Radio and Televi¬ 
sion Corp. and the Jordan News 
Agency (Petra), in addition to 
discussing amendments to 
Passports and Nationality. Gen¬ 
eral Elections. Civil Status and 
the Social Security laws. Also 
deputies were to tackle an 
amendment law- for Jordanian 
Universities, Banning Intoxi¬ 
cants, the law of Higher Educa¬ 
tion and the law of Civil and 
Military Pension. 

But since the extraordinary 
began, deputies were preoccu¬ 
pied with the government’s 
plan lo end subsidies of bread 
and fodder. 

The legislative and executive 
branches spent most of the time 
in an attempt to reach a com¬ 
promise over the issue. Depu¬ 
ties argued that when a large 
sector of people suffer from 
poverty and unemployment, 
lifting subsidies would harm 
them. But by last week, the 
government and the deputies 
had failed to reach a settlement, 
as the government went ahead 
with its plan to hike bread 
prices to reach 180-220 Ills per 


kilo. 

The government’s decision 
forced 24 deputies (most of 
whom were Islamists and left¬ 
ists) to boycott the session. 
Announcing that they will con¬ 
tinue boycotting the session, 
the 24 deputies put the govern¬ 
ment in a critical position. The 
deputies’ stance would have 
prevented the Lower House 
from continuing its agenda. 
Ironically, those who boycotted 
the extraordinary session were 
the same deputies who had 
petitioned the King to hold it. 

The fourth and last ordinary 
session of the Lower House is 
etpeeled to start on 1 October. 
1 f held on time, there is a possi¬ 
bility to make early parliamen¬ 
tary elections between July and 
September next year. 

But opposition deputies arc 
insisting on the resignation of 
the government and that it 
should reverse its decision on 
bread and fodder. They called 
on the government to stop it* 
security measures adopted in 

Continued on page2 
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It just occurred to me that the only 
thing that is not going up is my 
salary! 




J 




An unconventional report on Jordanian news 
and views edited bv Marwan Al Asinar 
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King speaks against chaos 


■ Last week's , 1 " 

riots in the ' * d* 

south of the £$0—' ' ' : - j 

country has , 

insianc reac- > • Ja g 

lion from His Jjr ’ .V ! 

Majesty King ffe - ! 

Hussein. A 

day following 1 jjssSSffl* ^yjap Hfcj. -'i ? . 

the riots. King SpjPX?”: {J '-'iT. ■«'••■ 

Hussein per- | 1&. ji 1 ’ " 

son ally went | ^ . 

down to the i ' ; 

city of Karak I ’j y jqgjj p k* / .:■ - 

to calm the sit- j ’SL .. 

uation Last ^ '•* - ; r 

Friday. fol- J'K ,■ aL, ■' 

lowing the : JB jja fe llk. 

riots, he spoke ’’7 

on television 8|BB^ Mg ? .j am aj ffij -.-' 

to all citizens MiBH B i l ^wmi _ ffTiiBrmiBi 

in the country. 

He said "Greetings from myself to all of you. old and 
young, men. women and children, the greetings of Al Huss¬ 
ein. to his comrades in arms, the soldiers of the country and 
its heroes, its men in the Arab Army, the Jordanian Armed 
Forces.... 

His Majesty said that he is very sorry to hear that "a band 
of spiteful people, who have never believed in this home¬ 
land. Jordan, as a reality and a proud fortress, steadfast in 
face of storms and perils, deceived some others in a sinful 
attempt to plant the seeds of sedition which is cursed by 
God." 

He said that the rioters "worked in several areas of the 
Kingdom, burning and destroying some state property— 
which is your property and other state property. In some 
areas, they started shooting at sonic security men and citi¬ 
zens front some houses here and there." 

King Hussein emphasized that these elements don't 
belong to the Islamic Action Front but added "these misled 
and misleading elements arc the remains of some who 
belong to panics operating outside Jordanian terms of ideol- ; 
ogy and belief." Furthermore, the King added that these ele- i 
ments undermine democracy. 

In an exclusive interview with CNN. King Hussein said 
that parties supported by Iraq were using dissatisfaction over 
bread prices to subvert their government. Asked specifically 
who he believes are behind the riots, the King said. "1 think 
some of these people are known to be the people who are' 
cither educated in Iraq or who have sympathies towards Iraq." 

But so far the kins has shown solid support lor Kabariti. the 
focus of Iasi week s protests, even though the vocal Muslim- 
led opposition demanded his removal. 


The Karak riots 


Continued from page 1 

11 -party opposition bloc, which 
was formed to confront the Jor- 
danian-Isrucli peace treaty, 
represents extreme and moder¬ 
ate left. pan-Arabists and a 
strongly organized Islamic par¬ 
ties. Historically, these parties 
were pan of the strong under¬ 
ground movement. 

Former government minister 
Ibrahim IzziJden disagrees 
with the wav Mr Kabariti han- 



Bakeries’ 
output halved 

■ The bread price increase 
may have created havoc 
among bakeries last week. 
Because of the different price 
lags for the different kinds of 
bread, production in bakeries 
was halved by 50 percent 
throughout the Kingdom. 
Meanwhile, people have been 
flocking to dispensation cen¬ 
ters to receive their bread 
allowance of JD 1.28 fils. Four 
days after the bread price hikes 
have become effective, more 
than 216348 collected their 
bread coupons. This was at a 
cost of JD 858.000. However, 
there are reports of some diffi¬ 
culties in collecting the bread 
entitlement. Banks are refus¬ 
ing to give the allowances to 
women. Bank tellers are say¬ 
ing that it is the husband that 
must sign for the cash pay¬ 
ments. But in some cases the 
male head of the family is not 
in Jordan and jvhar' this actu¬ 
ally means is that the family 
loses out on their cash 
dispensation. ■ - 

Electricity 
privatization set for 
September 

■ The privatization of Jor¬ 
dan's Electricity Authority 
(IEA) has been put forward for 
a while. The privatization of 


the JEA into a shareholding 
company, which was sup¬ 
posed to take effect on 17 
AugusL will now take place 
on 1 September. Sources said 
that the JEA wants to hold off 
the transfer so that the new 
public electricity law would 
be made official and the new 
company could be registered 
with the Registrar of Compa¬ 
nies. It is understood that 
transfer into private hands 
would result in 200 job losses. 
But workers are not worried 
saying that they would be 
moved to other government 
departments. 

Ministry gets 
new quarters 

■ The Ministry of Public 
Works is to get a new build¬ 
ing at a cost of JD 4 million. 
Situated on the 7th Circle, the 
Minister or Public Works says 
the building will lake eight 
months to complete. The 
present building of the minis¬ 
try will be used by the Lower 
House deputies who have 
been complaining about the 
lack of space in the Parlia¬ 
ment building. 

Kabariti, Ammarin 
tiff ends 

■ A tiff between Prime Min¬ 
ister Abdel Karim Al Kabariti 
and the Karak Lower House 


US gives Jordan preferential 
customs duty treatment 

■ The US Congress has recently renewed the US General¬ 
ized System of Preference GSP program through 31 May. 
1997 and retroactive to 31 July, 1995. The GSP program 
extends preferential customs duty treatment to products 
from certain developing countries, such as Jordan, exported 
to the United States. The renewal of GSP takes effect on 1 
October 1996 which is the start of the US Government's 
new fiscal year. 

The US Government is pleased that Congress has 
renewed the GSP allowing the US to provide trade prefer¬ 
ences to Jordan. Importers have 180 days to (Tie with cus¬ 
toms for reimbursement for duties paid from August I 
1995 thrc»ugh September 30. 1996 on products which fall 
under GSP program. They will be reimbursed after October 
1.1996. 


deputy. Nazih Ammarin. 
ended in a reconciliation last 
week. It was believed that 
harsh words were exchanged 
between the two over the first 
day of the bread price riot that 
occurred in Karak last Friday. 
It was since proved that the 
Karak deputy was actually try¬ 
ing to calm down demonstra¬ 
tors rather than what was ini¬ 
tially thought. He was asked 
by the rioters to negotiate with 
the government on their 
behalf. They wanted Mr Kaba¬ 
riti to reverse his decision on 
the bread price hike. 

Hungry one million 
march banned 

■ The 11 opposition parties 
are preparing to hold a demon¬ 
stration against the bread 
hikes. Titled the ‘hungry one 
million', the demonstration is 
planned to take place between 
Al Husseini Mosque and 
Downtown Square this Friday. 
Meanwhile, the Governor of 
Amman. MrTala'at Al Nawai- 
seh has refused to grant per¬ 
mission for the holding of the 
demo. But the Islamic’ Action 
Front, the leading opposition 
party, is not taking no for an 
answer. Meanwhile four jour¬ 
nalists from Al Bilad weekly 
were arrested this week. This 
included the publishers 
weekly. Naif Al Tawara and 
its chief editor Khalid Al Kas- 
sasbeh. Fouad Hussein, the 
head of the Public Liberties 
Committee of the Jordan Press 
Association, was arrested for 
allegedly involved in the last 
riots. The international 
Reporters Sans Frontiers is 
calling for their immediate 
release. 


Anti-narcotic agents continue 
campaign against drug trafficking 

AMMAN (Star)—The Anti-Narcotic Department (AND) 
said that its agents apprehended 45 persons for drug traffick¬ 
ing in the past two weeks. They included Jordanians, Arabs 
and foreign nationals. 

During a press conference. AND Director. Col. Nazih Al 
Shraideh. said that his depart¬ 
ment arrested 12 people 
involved in drug cases, five of 
which in drug peddling and 
seven cases of promoting and 
using drugs. 

Aboui 23.45 kilograms of 
heroin and 42 kilograms of 
hashish were seized. Col. 

Shraideh estimated that the 
street value of these drugs is JD 1 million. 

"Although drug trafficking is on the rise in Jordan, it has 
not reached that of organized crime," Col Shraideh said. 
"The drugs were stored in Jordan to be prepared for smug¬ 
gling to neighboring countries, since the local market can't 
accommodate such amounts." 

These cases were under observation by the agents of the 
Anti-Narcotic Department for the past two months. Many 
drug smugglers use Jordan as a transit point to other neigh¬ 
boring countries. 

Al Hasa. a desert area in the south of Jordan, took the 
lion's share, about 11 kilograms of heroin were seized. 16 
persons were involved. 14 of whom Jordanians, and two 
from other Arab countries. In a joint campaign, AND in 
cooperation with other anti-narcotic departments in Arab 
countries seized about 10.45 kilograms of heroin in Amman, 
and six persons of Arab and foreign nationalities were 
arrested. 

Another 42 kilograms of hashish were seized in the free- 
zope near Al Safawi. eastern Badia, two persons of an Arab 
nationality were arrested 

One kilogram of heroin was seized in Yajooz, north 
Amman, one Arab citizen was involved. In Aqaba, another 
kilogram of heroin was seized, seven Jordanians were 
involved Seven cases of drug use and peddling were appre¬ 
hended around the Kingdom, 13 Jordanians were involved 
Col. Shraideh said that all involved persons are taken to 
court. 

In cooperation with AND, some Arab countries succeeded 
in apprehending about 1.1 million tablets of hallucination— 
a brand used by drug addicts— and 45 kilograms of hashish. ■ 


died Parliament. “I think the 
government should have seized 
the opportunity of accepting the 
compromised suggestions of 
(he special House committee." 
he told The Star. "Not because 
it will only satisfy Parliament, 
hut because in carrying any 
structural reform whether in 
administration or economy, you 
need to have political backing, 
and 1 think this government had 
denied herself the political 
backing of Parliament for this 


structural change, something 
that all the pervious govern¬ 
ments since 1989 had enjoyed." 

Mr Izzidden added that Mr 
Kabariti should have Lhought of 
the political cost as well as the 
economic benefits of his pol¬ 
icy. "It was a political decision 
which did not work, it might 
work economically, but defi¬ 
nitely the political damage has 
been done." 

Many Jordanians whom The 
Star talked to asked the deci¬ 
sion makers Lo give greater 
concern to the southern part of 
the country. Taking a close 
look at the financial, human 
and cultural needs of the people 
there, is one of these demands. 
They objected to having depu¬ 
ties join the ranks of govern¬ 
ment and called on the govern¬ 
ment to fight corruption and to 
cany administrative reforms 
for the sake of public interest. 

This week Mr Kabariti asked 
ail government departments to 
prepare for an austerity state 
budget for 1997. How much 
will this reflect on ordinary citi¬ 
zens and their life standard will 
have to be seen. ■ 


Calm returns to South Laws remain undiscussed 


Continued from page 1 
decided to call in the army and 
by Saturday afternoon army 
units were moved into Karak 
and immediately imposed a cur¬ 
few. By evening, it appeared 
that the riots were over. 

Police began arresting those 
suspected of inciting people and 
of participating in the riots. His 
Majesty the King blamed ele¬ 
ments bed to Iraq of planning 
the incidents and promised to 
retaliate with an iron fist. Police 
began rounding up leftist acti¬ 
vists. who have a strong tradi¬ 
tional base in Karak. and mem¬ 
bers of the Arab Ba’ath Party. 

On Sunday. Karak was under 
military control. Life began to 
return to normal as residents 
were allowed few hours every 
day to shop and care for their 
business. 

Members of the army’s spe¬ 
cial forces and Interior Ministry 
police set up roadblocks, with 
armored personnel carriers 
poised outside Karak Sunday, 
and attempted to turn back 
reporters near the Karak Castle. 


Tribal heads began informal 
meetings and publicly 
denounced the riots which 
inflicted heavy damage to pub¬ 
lic property. But while people 
disapproved of rioting, they still 
believed they had a right to 
express their dissatisfaction 
with recent government deci¬ 
sions which lifted bread subsi¬ 
dies effectively more than dou¬ 
bling its price. 

"We're not asking for meat." 
Amr Habashneh. 32. a slightly 
built driver who supports a fam¬ 
ily of four on about JD 150 a 
month, told an American 
reporter. "We're not asking for 
luxuries. Ail wc ask is bread. 
We’ll eat it bare." 

"People here are living under 
a grave conditions. As part of 
my job 1 use to visit houses, in 
the city and villages near here. I 
saw their empty refrigerators, 
their suffering is serious." said 
Sami Hejazin. a social worker 
of the Ministry of Social Devel¬ 
opment in Karak. ■ 


Continued from page 1 

reaction to Karak protests. 
They also urged the govern¬ 
ment to release those arrested 
in the wake of the riots, 
although these demands are 
unlikely to be met at the 
present lime. There have been 
some hints at the possibility of 
forming a new cabinet- Others 
predict that King Hussein will 
appoint a well-known Jorda¬ 
nian personality to replace Mr 
Kabariti. But the King has 
denied that such plans are 
being contemplated now. 

The most important issue at 
the present time is to restore 
stability and security in the 
country. People and investors 


must receive assurances that 
their properties and invest¬ 
ments in the country are in safe 
hands. 

Economic observers say if 
the present government main¬ 
tains the economic adjustment 
program, the Jordanian dinar 
will hold its value. This will 
also mean that Jordan will be 
able to apply for soft loans and 
grants, particularly from Euro¬ 
pean countries. 

Accordingly, an economic 
breakthrough is expected to 
take place once Jordan con¬ 
cludes its economic reform 
program which is to be com¬ 
pleted by the beginning of 
1998. ■ 


Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party 
denies accusations 


Cyprus Airways is now flying even higher: Equipped with one of the 
youngest and most modem fleets, with a large destination list including key 
centres throughout Europe and the Middle East, Cyprus Airways is among 
the world's Top 8 airlines according to a recent UK survey. 

Cyprus Airways. Your airline. Our airline. An airline we can ail be proud of. 


Continued from page 1 

in particular. "The accusations 
against our party are completely 
baseless." Lawyer Ahmad Al 
Najdawi. spokesman for the 
J ASBP. told The Star. “By mak¬ 
ing these claims, the govern¬ 
ment wants to whitewash the 
negative results of its policies.." 

Mr Najdawi said that if the 
government believes that people 
support its measures, “we chal¬ 
lenge it to allow them to demon¬ 
strate to express themselves." 

Mr Najdawi said the opposi¬ 
tion parties have presented to 
the government a request to 
hold a peaceful rally for a mil¬ 
lion hungry people, but that 
Amman’s governor refused to 


gram a permit. 

‘The Iraqi Ba’ath and our 
party have the same pan- 
Arabist principles," said Mr 
Najdawi. “But each party has 
its independent internal plat¬ 
form." He added that “our 
party was present in Jordan 
even before the birth of the 
Iraqi Ba'ath Party as our party 
was founded in the early 
1940s." 

Mr Najdawi claimed that 
many members of his party 
were recently arrested. He 
mentioned lawyer Omar Abu 
Al Ragheb, a human right acti¬ 
vist and member of the Arab 
Organization for Human 
Rights in Jordan. ■ 
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Bread 
issue 
gives 
parties 
teeth to 
bite with 

By Star Staff Writer 

- - AMMAN GOVERNOR 
Mr TaJa!at-ATNawaiseh 
rejected Tuesday a 
request to hold the "hun¬ 
gry one million demon¬ 
stration". The appeal 
was made by the Islamic 
Action Front (1AF) on 
behalf of the 11-party 
opposition. Sources at 
the IAF confirmed that it 
will follow all legal 
steps to hold such a 
demonstration. 

The opposition parties 
and professional associa¬ 
tions are entering a 
tough fight with the gov¬ 
ernment. They are blam¬ 
ing it for the ’eruption of 
the riots and calling for 
its resignation. 

Since the beginning 
of the bread dilemma 
last month, the opposi¬ 
tion formed a committee 
called the National 
Committee for Defend¬ 
ing the People’s Living 
Standards. Members of 
the committee held a 
press conference early 
this week describing the 
riots in the south as a 
spontaneous popular 
eruption, with no foreign 
powers behind iL 
“When the 1989 
uprising in the south 
took place, they accused 
foreign circles, till now 
not one of these circles 
have been unveiled." 
said Melhim Al Tal. 
who spoke on behalf of 
the committee. 

“What happened in 
Karak was an inevitable - . J 

outcome of government j. 

policies." Af Tal said. 

| “The government and 
security forces did not 
allow people to demon¬ 
strate peacefully. They 
turned down a request of 
some Jordanians to stage 
a peaceful march." 

The Ba’ath and leftist 
parties are accused by 
the government of being ' 
behind the riots in 
Karak. Arrests targeted 
members of these parties 
since the beginning of 
the riots on Friday. 

These parties agreed ,’- : 
that some of its mem¬ 
bers joined the demon¬ 
strations, but rejected 

j the claim that the}’ 
planned the riots. 

“We warned the gov¬ 
ernment that this would 
happen, but it ignored 
our call." said Salem Al 
Nahas. general secretary 
of Hashd. 

The opposition 

spokesman said it is sad 
that “the government is 
treating the people, Par¬ 
liament and ail organiza¬ 
tions as being corrupt 
and sheep smugglers. "y. 
Now it is accusing them 
of being misled by for¬ 
eign groups," Al Tal 
added. . > 

The Muslim Brother¬ 
hood put the blame on 
the government saying it 
bears full responsibility 
for the unrest in the 
south. In a statement, it 
called on the govern¬ 
ment to resign and urged 
for political and eco¬ 
nomic reform. 

Through this state¬ 
ment, the opposition 
succeeded in reuniting 
its ranks after several 
government’s attempts 
to crack down on the 
opposition front. Assign¬ 
ing two leading figures 
in his ministerial cabinet 
was one attempt by Mr 
Kabariti to recruit mem¬ 
bers of the opposition. 

I In fact. Mr Kabariti suc¬ 
ceeded in excluding the 
Unionist Democratic 
Party—an integration of 
three leftist parties— 
from the opposition coa¬ 
lition by assigning 
Lower House deputy 
Mustafa Shneikat as a 
minister of agriculture. 

Dr Kama] Nasser was 
another example who 
was appointed as minis¬ 
ter of administrative 
development. 

Observers believe that 
the recent events have 
presented the opposition 
with fresh ammunition 
to counter government 
moves against them. 
Weakened for the past 
two years and embattled 
by the peace treaty that 
Jordan signed in 1994, 
party faithfuls believe £ 
that this is their chance 
to beef up their popular 
support in the country in 
time for the parliamen¬ 
tary elections in Novem¬ 
ber 1997. ■ 
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White revolution or bread riots? 

■ Wc wilt have to wait and see what the official investiga¬ 
tion irao the cause of the bread riots in southern Jordan 
will uncover. Already the 

government has made 
charges that elements sym¬ 
pathetic to Iraq were indeed 
behind the initial spark that 
abused public feelings and 
sentiments in the wake of j 
the government's decision 1 
to raise the price of bread. 

But while law and order 
appear to have been 
restored in the south and 
those responsible Tor the 
destruction of property are 
being sought to stand trial, 
we should not forget that a 
political crisis still looms in 
the capital between the Kabariti 
Lower House and the 
government. 

With (he dissolution of the extraordinary session of Par¬ 
liament. the deputies have now lost their chance to bring 
pressure 10 bear on Prime Minister Abdel Karim Kabariti. 
If wc still remember, the Lower House threw out of the 
window recommendations adopted by a special House 
committee to alter government policy on bread subsidies, 
in effect giving its blessing to the bread increase. 

Bui the political crisis won't just go away for Mr Kaba¬ 
riti. What had started as a live and let live agreement 
between the cunning Mr Kabariti and the opposition depu¬ 
ties, including the Islamists—although most voted against 
him in the confidence session—has now turned into a live 
and let die vendetta. 

With the 11 opposition parties choosing to close the 
door for any possible compromise, one can only expect the 
worst if and when Parliament meets lor its next ordinary 
session. Mr Kabariti has stated that he does not wish to 
resign and that he was satisfied with his government's per¬ 
formance. Only God knows what the man is thinking about 
now, but he must fcci frustrated and bitter about the way 
things have turned out. Instead of a white revolution he 
will now be remembered for the bread riots. His Cameiol 
never saw the light of day. He now has to prepare for an 
ensuing confrontation and we hate to say it. but it looks os 
if the futune of Jordanian democracy now hinges on the 
outcome of that confrontation. 

This is the time when the wise leadership of His Majesty 
the King comes inio play. He has sei the rules and tradi¬ 
tions for dialogue and shura. These traditions have not 
been adhered to in the latest crisis. Both sides may want to 
accept that there is a lesson to be taught here—that is if 
both sides wish to compromise! 

Official media : See no evil.. 

■ Among the casualties of the two-day riots in southern 
Jordan was the official govern mcm-run media. For the 
duration of the crisis, radio 

and television were absent V : -■— ■'• 7 
from the center of events. 

Worried citizens had to turn \ 

to foreign media for up-to- W . iHk9 

date developments in the \ ' F 

south while the official I = 

media limited its coverage A.gKgr, B 

to brief goveriiment state- J v _y ’ \ M 

jnents and official reaction.. _IJfl 

While one would not have I \ 

expected television and ■*, 

radio to sensationalize or : At 

incite, the least that the offi- :**” > T Mk 

cial media could have done '-f J' jggl 

was to keep citizens abreast MB JlllS. 

with latest developments ' * , 

rather than allowing them to Muasher 

turn to Radio Monte Carlo. 

BBC Arabic Service or Radio Israel in Arabic. 

The official media, like the government, was caught 
unaware and while many Jordanians saw scenes of lhe 
riots and destruction on neighboring TV stations or via sat¬ 
ellite, Jordan Television took its time before showing 
scenes of the aftermath. Radio and TV also failed to con¬ 
vey to viewers what most had already known, that a politi¬ 
cal crisis was brewing with the opposition ponies calling 
for the government's resignation. 

Such lack of a clear editorial policy enhanced the sense 
of confusion that many felt in the wake of the crisis. The 
failure of the official media in keeping its viewers 
informed is classic in the Arab world where govemment- 
run media becomes claustrophobic in the midst of an inter¬ 
nal crisis. Even Minister of Information Dr Marwan 
Muasher press conferences were not aired in full, leaving 
citizens to speculate. 

Throe days after the riots and the army’s control of 
Kerak, JTV’s News at Eight bulletin gave sketchy and 
ambiguous coverage of news failing to mention, for exam¬ 
ple, that the city was still under curfew. 

Such a failure coincided with a new look for the eight 
o'clock news bulletin with new music signature and a 
background showing flickering TV screens and seemingly 
busy editors. Unfortunately, the quality of the newscast 
was no equal for the new flashy look. 

The official media could have played a positive role in 
all this. It could have focused people’s attention on lhe 
destruction that the rioters had inflicted on their city and on 
public property. U could have proved itself as a national 
media, a public trust, by going 10 the people and showing 
that what had taken place in Kerak and other cities in the 
south is not approved by the majority of Jordanians regard¬ 
less of whether they support the government's actions or 
not. Thai is a democracy, the channels of communications, 
including those of radio and television, are open for con¬ 
structive dialogue at all levels. It could have proved that 
Jordanians condemn acts of violence and destruction of 
public and private property and that what happened in 
Kerak and elsewhere is really the work of few inciters who 
were using a legitimate cause of grievance to their 
interests. 
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0 His Majesty King Hussein visited Al Ramtha District, Tuesday. Speaking to a crowd of several thousand people , the 
King said it was vital to maintain unity among Jordanians in the country. He called upon the people to avoid actions 
that could lead to chaos. He said “l depend on your unity and cohesion and determination to march forward along the 
path of reform and hard work to be carried out in an atmosphere characterized by shura, dialogue and true democracy, 
respect for human rights and respect for law and order as we stand in the face of anarchy and harmful actions. ” He was 
accompanied by Their Royal Highnesses Prince Abdallah and Prince Ali, Prime Minister Abdel Al Karim Kabariti and 
high Jordanian officials. 


Japanese Ambassador to Jordan, Kimura 

‘Japan has not been an 
outsider to this region’ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: Jordan- 
Japan relations arc thriving. 
On the eve or Lhe visit of the 
Japanese Foreign Minister, 
Mr Ikeda Yukihiku. lo Jor¬ 
dan, The Star's Aida Al 
Tawil talked to the Japanese 
Ambassador in Amman, Mr 
Takayuki Kimura. Mr 
Kimura is a veteran diplomat 
who has long been in govern¬ 
ment service. He talks about 
the Foreign Minister’s visit, 
which is part of a regional 
tour, the peace process and 
Japanese assistance to Jor¬ 
dan. Excerpts follow: 

You have many projects in 
Jordan like water and tour¬ 
ism. Did you reach an agree¬ 
ment with the Ministry of 
Tourism over such projects?’ ’ 

We have offered them, a 
comprehensive development 
plan proposing projects to be 
implemented over the coming 
five years at an estimated 
S800.000. 

Could you tell us about the 
Japanese assistance to Jor¬ 
dan in this fiscal year? 

This year lhe amount of 
assistance is comparable ro the 
years before. I cannot give a 
specific figure, but we would 
like to support Jordan in these 
difficult times. Our assistance 
is on projects basis. They will 
be finalized. I'm optimistic 
they are good projects. 

How does aid to Jordan 
take place? 

Japan's help to Jordan is 
mostly in the form of grants, 
soft loans and technical assis¬ 
tance; wc have been the largest 
donor to Jordan in the past sev¬ 
eral years and we want 10 
maintain this. 

What is your country's 
reaction towards the latest 
US controversy with Europe 
and other industrialist coun¬ 
tries about the American- 
imposed embargo on Iran 
and Libya? 

Wc consider the US 
embargo against Iran and 
Libya, whatever intentions they 
have, shouldn’t have occurred. 
They contradict with the princi¬ 
ples of the World Trade Organ¬ 
ization (WTO;. 

Does Japan face any bud¬ 
get deficit similar to other 
industrial countries? 

Japan is not an exception, 
unfortunately. We have experi¬ 
enced a cut or reduction in the 


budget...What Japan 
faces is a decrease in 
the budget's expan¬ 
sion. We used to have 
about K percent 
increase but the com¬ 
ing year it looks that 
we arc going to have 
only a two percent 
increase. 

When will your for¬ 
eign Minister arrive 
in Jordan? 

The foreign minister 
is arriving on 24 
August; he is expected ■ 
to see His Majesty 
King Hussein , Crown 
Prince Hasson, and will 
have a working session 
with Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti. 




i 3^ 

■2 


Kimura 


Castro celebrates 70th birthday 
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Continued from page 1 

nist Party youth newspaper, 
ran an eight-page special insert 
with headlines such as “The 

Lion Tamer” 

Castro also paid a visit last 
Thursday to. his childhood 
home and the graves of his 
parents in the province of Hol¬ 
guin, accompanied by his 
friend, Nobel Literature Prize 
winner Gabriel Garcia 
Marquez. 

“Tiie commander is much 
more reflective now." said a 
senior government official. “It 
is a very human reaction—you 
turn 70. and you know people 
your age who are dying, so 
you begin to think about the 
end.” 

Reflective is not a word that 
was often associated with Cas* 
iro when he led an ill-equipped 
band of guerrillas to unex¬ 
pected victory over the US- 


backed government of Fulgen- 
cio Batista. He often seemed 
impetuous as he nationalized 
industries, declared his revo¬ 
lution socialist, allowed the 
Soviet Union lo station 
nuclear missiles on the island 
and railed against the evils of 
capitalism and the United 
Slates. 

Although he established 
educational and health sys¬ 
tems regarded as among the 
best in Latin America, Cas¬ 
tro's human-rights record was 
criticized , almost from the 
beginning'of the revolution, 
when opponents were exe¬ 
cuted by firing squads, jailed 
or forced to leave the country. 

Castro weathered the US- 
backed Bay of Pigs invasion 
in 1961 and an ongoing eco¬ 
nomic embargo, as well as 
numerous CIA attempts to 
assassinate him. 


And he appears, against tre¬ 
mendous odds, to have weath¬ 
ered the collapse of Cuba's 
economic lifeline lo (he former 
Soviet Union. 

Castro docs not seem overly 
worried by the latest attacks on 
him. 

Republican presidential can¬ 
didate Bob Dole criticized 
Clinton in a May speech for 
not standing up to “a washed- 
out, isolated Communist dicta¬ 
tor in Cuba." Hundreds of 
thousands of Cuban exiles live 
in the United States, and they 
often view Castro as the Devil 
incarnate. 

"The CIA tried everything 
against my health, but here we 
are,” Castro said. 

"We have arrived at 70." 

The crumbling of the former 
Sovicl Bloc cost Cuba billions 
of dollars in commerce and 
aid, and from 1990 to 1994 the 


” Whal Is the purpose or the 
visit? 

The purpose of the visit is to 
have first-hand look at the 
present situation in this part of 
the Middle East and to find out 
what Japan con do in support of 
the peace process as well as the 
economic reforms that are cou¬ 
rageously pursued: He is going 
to visit Egypt, Syria, Israel. 
Gaza besides Jordan and to see 
the heads of these states, like 
Presidents Assad and Mubarak, 
Prime Minister Netanyahu as 
well as PNA leader Arafat. He 
will discuss with them the 
present situation in the pence 
process. 

How do you see the role of 
Japan in the present era? 

Our role will be in encourag¬ 
ing the peace process and en¬ 
suring its momentum. . We 
strongly support His Majesty 
and his actions in trying to 
.move the peace process and his 
courageous steps not only for 
the sake of his country but for 
the sake of Arab countries and 
the world. Japan has not been 
an outsider to this region. Wc 
arc involved because it is our 
responsibility as a second ma¬ 
jor economic bloc as well as for 
the long term security of Japan 
Lo have a major role in the area. 
This is a major issue for Japan. 

Do you see similar experi¬ 
ences between Jordan and 
Japan? 

Wc want to express our sup¬ 
port to the economic reform in 
Jordan. We are different from 
any other donor countries 
because we have similar experi¬ 
ence after the Second World 


economy shrank by almost 40 
percent. To survive, Castro 
has been forced to initiate lim¬ 
ited economic reforms that 
have led lo timid private- 
sccior initiatives. The reforms 
have been carried out halt¬ 
ingly. and Castro has made no 
secret that he finds them nec¬ 
essary but very distasteful. 

SliJI. lhe economic free fall 
appears to have ended, and 
economists here predict 
growth of about five percent 
this year. 

While few doubt that he 
remains deeply involved in 
the day-to-day running of the 
government—-Castro has a 
reputation for micromanaging 
the economy and favorite pro¬ 
jects—in the past three years 
new leaders have begun to 
appear, giving key speeches 
when Castro is absent or 
watches from the podium. The 
most prominenr is Carlos 
Lagc, the low-key 44-year-old 
economic czar who has been 
close to Castro for the past 10 
years. ■ 


War. So we know 
ties Jordan faces 
have personal 


the difficul- 
because we 
experience 


including myself. There was no 
food to cat. Wc have gone 
through poverty and through 
process of development. Wc 
would like to express our sup¬ 
port to the policies of Jordan. 

The foreign minister defi¬ 
nitely will discuss certain pro¬ 
jects, with his counterparts like 
bridges over Jordan river. 

Tourism and water treat¬ 
ment. water supply from Jor¬ 
dan Valley into Amman 
through Zai in Salt will all be 
on the agenda. I can say that 
concrete steps will be taken 
through the visit. Japan is pro¬ 
viding the ministry of tourism 
with a plan for establishing a 
National Museum as well. 

The plan includes proposals 
on infrastructures concerning 
touristic sites in Jordan like the 
Amman Citadel. Jcrash, and 
Petra. ■ 
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and Speaker of the Upper House Mr Ahmad Al Lawzi ex¬ 
press regret over the incidents in Karak and elsewhere. 

■ King orders immediate termination of the extraordi¬ 
nary session of the parliament which had started on 20 
July. 

Saturday 17 Augpst: 

■ Late Friday and early Saturday the King delivers a tele¬ 
vised speed] in which he says that rioters were affiliated 
with foreign parties who were conspiring against the coun¬ 
try. The King says no injuries had occurred among civilians 
although some policemen were injured after they were shot 
at by protesters. He acquitted the IAF from any charges 
blaming the protests on leftist parties and hinting at a passi¬ 
ble Iraqi involvement in the situation. He says that he has 
given orders to retaliate with an iron fist against insfigatWBB. 

■ By mid-morning, tension leads to fresh protests in Kazak. 
Rioters burn a Ministry or Education building. 

■ Clashes with anti-riot police c op ffaa e ami two people are 
reported injured in the center of the city while another tss 
are injured during clashes at Al Maijeh district at the ort- 
skirts of tbedfy. 

■ By the afternoon, army intervenes and quickly controls 
the city placing it under curfew. 

■ Anti-riot police are replaced by soldiers in the evening. 

■ King visits Karak to inspect security forces which partici¬ 
pated in controlling the aggravated situation. He also meets 
with tribal heads. 

■ Government meets in an emergency session Saturday 
and says it is satisfied with measures taken to control the 
situation. 

■ Opposition parlies and professional unions blame the 
government for (he eruption of riots In the south and call on 
the government to resign. 

■ A small riot breaks out in Tafaileh district in east Am¬ 
man lute Saturday. Rioters dash with police who control 
the situation. 

Sunday 18 August: 

■ During interviews with (he JTV and CNN, the King as¬ 
sures the public that the situation in Karak and the south is 
calm and that ail measures have been taken to ensure sta¬ 
bility. 

■ Phone lines with Karak are cut oiT from early Sunday. 
TCC says it was due to congestion. 

■ Curfew in Karak is lifted in the afternoon for a short pe¬ 
riod. Army maintains security and situation is reported 
calm. 

■ Minister of Information Marwan Muasher confirms that 
only those who were involved in damaging public and pri¬ 
vate properties and looting were arrested. Press reports 
say dozens of leftist activists were rounded up by police in 
the south and in Amman. 

■ Karak mayor Mahadin says the protest began as a peace¬ 
ful inarch which became violent due to mishandling of the 
situation by security forces. 

■ A press conference is held at IAF headquarters in Am¬ 
man in which a coalition of 11 political parties, 12 profes¬ 
sional associations, unions and public figures call for gov¬ 
ernment resignation. They also protest against threats that 
deputy Ammann allegedly received from the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. But later on Monday 12 associations deny that they 
signed such a statement 

■ The politburo of Hashd—People's Democratic Party— 
announces (hat 12 of its members are arrested. Also, it was 
announced that more than 40 members of the Jordanian 
Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party are arrested. 

Monday 19 August: 

■ In an interview with the Middle East Broadcasting Cen¬ 
ter (MBC) the King says there are no intentions to cany 
out governmental changes. He again affirms his belief that i 
the perpetrators of the south riots had links with Iraq. | 

■ Prime Minister Kabariti says that the situation in Karak 1 

is normal and that he does not Intend to resign or review I 
the latest policies. 1 
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Our Say 


Learning from the riots 

JORDANIANS NEED to move beyond the tragic events that rocked the southern 
towns of the Kingdom last week. The two-day riots which resulted in damage to 
public and private property must not be allowed to become a cause for frustration 
and political disarray. 

Regardless of the immediate causes of the riots, the government must move swift¬ 
ly to restore national dialogue and maintain political as well as economic reform. 

But the riots must also provide us with clues about the psychological state of 
mind of many Jordanians. Condemning such destructive acts is not enough. An in 
depth investigation of the social and economic realities of these and other deprived 
areas of the Kingdom must be launched immediately if we are to continue with the 
economic reform program that we believe is a must for national welfare. 

Bitter reform prescriptions are not an invention of the Kabariti government. Jor¬ 
danians must understand that while adjustment is painful and recovery requires sac¬ 
rifices. the government cannot afford to follow a policy of appeasement at the ex¬ 
pense of national interest. Having said this, the government must be vigilant taking 
into consideration the social impact of its policies at a time when it is the first to ad¬ 
mit that many Jordanians are victims of poverty and unemployment. 

What was probably missing from the seemingly democratic debate that took place 
few days before the eruption of the riots is constructive and responsible dialogue. 
Both the government and our deputies share the blame. While it is easy to round up 
few reckless and frustrated young men in Karak and other towns and blame them 
for what had happened, the real challenge for the government and the deputies is to 
come forward and admit that both could have handled the issue more responsibly. 

We have warned before from the danger of ending with a political discord over 
an issue that the majority of Jordanians consider fundamental to their livelihood. 
But that is precisely what happened when the government and the Lower House 
reached a deadlock on the issue of bread and fodder subsidies. Could the deadlock 
have been avoided? There are those who believe so. 

Opposition parties and the government appear to have moved away from the real 
issues and instead decided to raise the ante and draw up the bridges. At one point or 
the other, the democratic process must have hit a stumbling block. The real spark, 
we believe, was lit irresponsibly here in Amman. 

It is at this stage of the crisis that His Majesty King Hussein’s guidance is needed. 
His call for dialogue and his statements that there will be no retreat from the demo¬ 
cratic path is also a call to all those in a position of responsibility to move around 
the political gridlock and safeguard the democratic process. 

The tragic riots of last week need to be addressed not only in terms of their imme¬ 
diate causes, but also from the social and economic realities that permitted them to 
happen in the first place. That requires political as well as economic reform. With¬ 
out one. the other is unlikely to pull through. ■ 


Excellent Online Service 


To the editor: 

I am a Palestinian/Jordanian/Arab- 

American. I live in the US and have always 
been a strong advocate of Arab newspapers 
having international editions to present 
Arab views about international and local 
events, and also to present the human side 
of the Arab experience to the world. 

News reports, features, social commen¬ 
tary presented in an international forum 
represent some of the best public relations 
available to a country like Jordan. 

With the advent of Internet technology, 
this is made all the more easy, because the 
Internet is a world torum , and is freely ac¬ 
cessible by anyone with a PC. 1 applaud 
The Star . Ad Dustour , and other Jordanian 
newspapers about having the initiative to 
develop Websites. U really reflects Jor¬ 
dan's development as a main center of in¬ 
formation in the Middle East. 

Alongside of reports of our societal sue- 
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cesses and strengths, I urge you to present 
the human side of our society such as the 
plight of returnees from Kuwait, and Pales¬ 
tine so that the world can feel with our peo¬ 
ple's suffering and dispel the myths of 
Arab violence, etc. 


Nabil Khoury, M.D. 
E-mail: nkhoiuy@mem.po.com 
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United Nations as 
guardian of human rights 


By Maggie Grey 

THE UNITED Nations, as the 
source of a number of interna¬ 
tionally recognized instruments 
of human rights accords and as 
the agency behind such bodies 
as UNICEF UNHCR and 
WHO. has become identified as 
the primary international guar¬ 
dian of human rights. Not all of 
the policies pursued by the UN 
however, are consonant with 
such an identity. This is the 
case with the five-and-a-half- 
year-old UN sanctions against 
Iraq. 

The Security Council im¬ 
posed and maintains the sanc¬ 
tions. partly to improve the 
“human rights situation" in Iraq 
while other UN agencies, 
namely the Food and Agricultu¬ 
ral Organization tFAO). the 
World Food Programme (WFP) 
and the United Nations Interna¬ 
tional Children's Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) have repeated¬ 
ly argued that humanitarian 
considerations in regard to food 
and medical supplies are being 
ignored and that, as a result, the 
population of Iraq is in dire per¬ 
il. 

According to FAO’s latest 
report, adequate humanitarian 
welfare can only be guaranteed 
if the economy can be put back 
in proper shape enabling it to 
draw on its own resources, and 
that clearly cannot occur as 
long as the embargo remains in 
force. 

Iraq is a country of vast 
deserts and limited water sup¬ 
ply. Like most regional neigh¬ 
bours. Iraq for many years prior 
to the Gulf crisis was not able 
to produce sufficient food to 
feed its population of then 18 
million. 

Prior to the crisis, approxi¬ 
mately $2 billion was spent an¬ 
nually importing 66 percent of 
all food consumed in Iraq. Ac¬ 
cording to FAO data for 1988. 
imported food grains repre- M 


cash. 

The first real break¬ 
through did not come 
until late last year when 
Security Council Reso¬ 
lution 986 allowed Iraq 
to sell up to $! billion 
worth of oil every 90 
days: of this, approxi¬ 
mately 66 percent was 
for humanitarian sup¬ 
plies and 33 percent for 
Kuwaiti reparations. 

The deal was to extend 
for six months but with 
the expectation of fur¬ 
ther extensions, in fact 
however, the US within 
the Security Council, 
has found fault with 
practical aspects of the 
deal, especially in re¬ 
gard to the distribution 
of food to Kurdish com- Saru 
munities in the “safe 
haven" above the 36th 
parallel, and the scheme is still 
to be realized. In one conces¬ 
sion to rationality, the UN has 
finally agreed that distribution 
within Iraq may be undertaken 
by the government, under UN 
monitoring: distribution to the 
Kurdish "sale haven" may be 
made only by UN agencies. 

■ As early as November 
1991. or approximately one 
year after sanctions were im¬ 
posed, a World Development 
study team found that most of 
the criteria for declaring “fa¬ 
mine conditions”, that is drastic 
reduction of food intake: exor¬ 
bitant food prices: consumption 
of wild plants and other “fa¬ 
mine foods": large scale deple¬ 
tion of household assets: and 
even the emergence of open 
conflicts between family mem¬ 
bers ... over the allocation of 
food were already present 
among a majority of Iraqis. The 
same team timber argued that 
“public provisioning" without 
economic regeneration can 
only transform Iraq into a vast 



Sanctions bite at infirm, but is there anybody listening! 


■ A significant irony behind 
the spectre of this “vast refugee 
camp" brought about at least in 
part by the UN’s own policy of 
sanctions lies in the moral rhet¬ 
oric with which these sanctions 
have been justified. Early Coa¬ 
lition declamation of Iraqi hu¬ 
man rights abuses created an 
atmosphere of moral superiori¬ 
ty which was encouraged in 
public perceptions of sanctions 
and later, war policies. Sanc¬ 
tions (and indeed the war) were 
partly predicated on the resto¬ 
ration of Iraqi human rights. 
After the war. the maintenance 
of sanctions was again partly 
predicated on human rights as 
is apparent in (his public ad¬ 
dress by President Bush in Feb¬ 
ruary 1992: 

The Saddam Hussein regime 
continues to violate basic hu¬ 
man rights by repressing the 
Iraqi civilian population and 
depriving it of humanitarian as¬ 
sistance. The Iraqi regime 

has refused to accept these res¬ 
olutions and has thereby con- 


tant mothers and maternity cas¬ 
es. 

It is also the case that both 
“Protocols contain direct prohi¬ 
bitions of civilian starvation as 
a method of warfare, applica¬ 
ble in international and non- 
intemational armed conflicts." 
Nor is it the case that intention, 
is relevant: effect alone is suffi¬ 
cient to warrant concern and to 
engage the guarantees of both 
the Geneva Convention and the 
Protocols against civilian star¬ 
vation. If this is the case in 
wartime, one might assume 
that in “peacetime" civilian 
starvation is even more to be 
abjured, but apparently not. at 
least not by the UN Security 
Council! 

Rights to food in the post¬ 
war period. Once the surrender 
had been signed, the Geneva 
Convention and Protocols no 
longer applied hut other UN- 
established human rights in¬ 
struments clearly do: access to 
food and basic health services 
are recognized rights under the 
Internationa! Bill of Human 
Rights, the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, and the 
Covenant on Economic. So¬ 
cial and Cultural Rights 
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sonably be expected to starve 
or be malnourished. 

It is commonly believed 
that these economic sanc¬ 
tions excepted “humanitarian 
supplies”. Evidence of this i 
widespread belief is given by 
an Economist article which 
states that "though the UN’s 
sanctions exclude food and 
medicine, the ban on oil sales 
has left Iraqi families with no 
money to buy either". The 
truth however is that while a 
clause in Resolution 661 did 
make an exception for “human¬ 
itarian circumstances." it failed 
to specify any agency responsi¬ 
ble for evaluating these circum¬ 
stances: nor did it establish any 
fixed criteria by which this 
could be done. In effect, the 
Sanctions Committee (com¬ 
posed of the permanent Securi¬ 
ty Council members) allowed 
arbitrary standards to govern 
this crucial aspect of the sanc¬ 
tions programme. With the ex¬ 
ception of humanitarian dona¬ 
tions supplied by expatriates, 
overseas Muslim communities, 
aid agencies and the UN's own 
agencies such as UNICEF and 
WFP. only extremely limited 
food and medical supplies have 
reached Iraq since August 
1990. 

When a 199) UN inspection 
team under the Agha Khan 
argued that $3.6 billion for 
food, health care, sanitation and 
water was urgently needed, the 
Sanctions Committee argued 
against this. Eventually. UN 
Resolution 706 agreed to allow 
Iraq to sell, under strict UN su¬ 
pervision. $1.6 billion worth of 
oil and oil products on the con¬ 
dition that the money be spent 
on humanitarian imports only. 
However, from this amount 
there were first to come deduc¬ 
tions for Kuwaiti war repara¬ 
tions and costs for the UN 
weapons desuvetion program 
in Iraq: estimated by a UN re¬ 
port. to be at leasL $666.3 mil¬ 
lion. Although a Secretary Gen¬ 
eral's report then advised that 
“in the light of these findings, 
the Security Council may wish 
to review its earlier decision to 
limit Iraq oil sales to $1.6 bil¬ 
lion". the limit was maintained. 

Until late 1995. Saddam 
Hussein refused to co-operate 
with these arrangements, ar¬ 
guing that the proviso that only 
international humanitarian 
agencies be allowed to distrib¬ 
ute the aid. infringed Iraq’s 
sovereignly. 

Other attempts at compro¬ 
mise were made with limited 
success. In April 1994, $250 
million from frozen assets in 
British and Swiss banks, was 
withdrawn for the purchase of 
humanitarian aid. Also in 1994, 
the oil pipeline from Iraq to 
Turkey, which was being cor¬ 
roded by static deposits of oil 
was permitted to be periodical¬ 
ly "flushed” to cleanse it, Each 
flushing yields about 12 million 
barrels of oil. for which Turkey 
gives Iraq humanitarian aid. not 


refugee camp". 

When the FAO conducted 
two studies in July and Novem¬ 
ber 1995 it seemed that that 
“vast refugee camp" had al¬ 
ready materialized. The No¬ 
vember FAO team reported 
finding “chronic hunger”, "per¬ 
sistent deprivation" and "en¬ 
demic underautrition" and rec¬ 
ommended that “some means 
.... be found to allow Iraq to 
purchase food for its people. 
The problem of food supply 
cannot be solved by merely dis¬ 
tributing food aid". In July, the 
FAO's recommendations had 
been equally simple: “The only 
solution to the grave food sup¬ 
ply problem is to work-out suit¬ 
able arrangements which would 
allow Iraq to commercially im¬ 
port its entire food needs.” 

The most recent comprehen¬ 
sive report was published in 
November 1995. again by the 
FAO. It claimed that “about 70 
percent of the total population 
is in precarious conditions." It 
further argued that “a very 
large proportion of the popula¬ 
tion in Iraq is in desperate 
need, and their conditions are 
worsening because of their de¬ 
teriorating purchasing power 
and the continuous rise in food 
prices. The situation is so grave 
that it cannot be met through 
UN and NGO food assistance. 
The only sensible solution to 
the precarious food supply is to 
enable Iraq, a potentially rich 
country, to import foods to 
meet its entire requirements." 
The report also “strongly en¬ 
couraged" access to Iraq's fro¬ 
zen assets to “import the essen¬ 
tial basic food stuffs to feed its 
population." Unfortunately, the 
UN's agencies have little per¬ 
suasive power, the UN Security 
Council has consistently ig¬ 
nored these protests and recom¬ 
mendations. 



tinued to perpetuate the suffer¬ 
ing of its civilian population. 

Perhaps President Bush re¬ 
garded his listening public, as 
lacking in analytical skills or 
perhaps he himself simply did 
not care for the paradox of his 
statement: but it should have 
been clear that regardless of 
what the Iraqi regime was, or 
was not doing for its popula¬ 
tion, UN Coalition sanctions 
were in their own right also 
"depriving it of humanitarian 
assistance" and continuing “to 
perpetuate the suffering". 

A further logical anomaly in 
the Security Council argument 
is the expectation that Saddam 
Hussein would respond to a 
call for human rights improve¬ 
ments on behalf of his popula¬ 
tion. 

The Iraqi population is in 
fact much worse off now than 
before Western intervention 
and the political, economic and 
welfare effects of the sanctions 
are in many respects, indistin¬ 
guishable from the Iraqi abuses 
which these policies were os¬ 
tensibly formulated to redress. 

From a perusal of the fol¬ 
lowing UN-generated interna¬ 
tional instruments on human 
rights, it is clear that the UN's 
Security Council has abused all 
the specific entitlements of Ira¬ 
qis relating to access to food 
and medical supplies. 

Rights to food in a period of 
armed conflict: Initially, the 
sanctions were imposed within 
the context of an armed con¬ 
flict. Although the practice of 
starving enemy combatants is a 
time-honoured and legitimate 
act of war, the starvation of ci¬ 
vilians has been formally cod¬ 
ified as illegitimate by the 
1949 Fourth Geneva Conven¬ 
tion and by Protocol I in 1949 
and Protocol U in 1977. All 
states involved in the Gulf cri¬ 
sis were party to the 
Geneva Conventions 
and therefore duty 
bound to prevent 
(rather than insti¬ 
gate) starvation. In 
brief, the Conven¬ 
tion states that: Each 
High Contracting 
Party shall allow Lhe 
free passage or all 
consignments of 
medical and hospital 
stores .... intended 
only for civilians of 
another High Con¬ 
tracting Parry, even 
if the latter is its ad¬ 
versary. It shall like¬ 
wise permit the free 
passage of all con¬ 
signments of essen¬ 
tial foodstuffs, cloth¬ 
ing and tonics 
intended for children 
under fifteen, expec- 


the UN charter itself. 

While the Security Council 

has the right to impose eco¬ 
nomic sanctions and to oblige 

states to support the imple- 
i mentation of those sanctions, 

the UN Charter, under Article 
55 nevertheless necessitates the 
United Nations and presuma¬ 
bly the Security Council, to 
promote "higher standards of 
living, full employment, and 
conditions of economic and so¬ 
cial progress and development" 
as well as to promote "solu¬ 
tions of international econom¬ 
ic. social, health and related 
problems" and “universal re¬ 
spect for and observance of hu¬ 
man rights." 

All of these internationally 
recognized instruments of hu¬ 
man rights have clearly been 
abused by the Security Council 
in regard to Iraq and if one 
looks beyond the blanket justi¬ 
fication of “maintaining inter¬ 
national peace and security." at 
the specific justifications for 
the sanctions, the reasons ap¬ 
pear to favour Western hege¬ 
monic interests rather than 
those of the Iraqi population or 
even that more abstract respect 
for human rights which one 
might assume is a fundamental 
premise of all UN policies. The 
identification, monitoring and 
destniction of Iraqi non- 
conventional weapons (while 
clearly a necessary pro¬ 
gramme) is still proceeding and 
has not been aided by the sanc¬ 
tions; the political stabilization 
of the Middle Eastern region 
has been jeopardized by histo¬ 
ry's largest arms sales ever and 
Saddam Hussein has further 
consolidated power and in¬ 
creased his repressive security 
apparatus. 

After five and a half years, 
the sanctions have demonstrat¬ 
ed no positive achievements 
whatsoever and their mainte¬ 
nance cannot possibly be justi¬ 
fied under any arguments so 
far proposed. Sanctions have 
however had some notable ef¬ 
fects: they have reduced a once 
vibrant population to the status 
of international outcasts; they 
have killed thousands and 
caused malnutrition and dis¬ 
ease in the bulk of the popula¬ 
tion; they have robbed Iraqis of 
the energy Lo protest nationally 
against Saddam and denied 
them access to processes of in¬ 
ternational protest. 

These sanctions are main¬ 
tained by the UN and cloaked 
therefore in the moral rectitude 
of that institution but their ef¬ 
fects are clearly an abuse of 
UN-based human rights instru¬ 
ments and a source of shame to 
all Coalition member states 
who until this day persist in 
their implementation. ■ 

This is a tightly edited 
study by Maggie Grey who 
is a teaching fellow In Inter¬ 
national Relations at Bond 
University, Queensland, 
Australia. 
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Social 

planning 

AT THE peril of attracting 
flack from the liberal 
schools of thought, one is 
forced to bring out an im¬ 
portant idea that lost vogue 
in intellectual circles, both 
locally and abroad. It is 
witnessing the nihilistic 
tendencies gaining the bet¬ 
ter of the Jordanian people. 

One does not need to 
lecture moralism. nor to in¬ 
dulge in recriminations 
and justifications, but to 
propose a remedy that may 
have a lasting effect on the 
future resource develop¬ 
ment in our country. 

Despite the fact that 
many may draw the wrong 
idea about social planning 
due to Us historical associ¬ 
ation with totalitarianism, 
economic imperatives dic¬ 
tate otherwise. It necessi¬ 
tates dealing with limited 
resources, low standards of 
living, and urbanization. 

The issue is not lo com¬ 
pile indicators, but to max¬ 
imize the use of limited re¬ 
sources to fit national 
priorities, with due course 
to the immense social con¬ 
sequences. 

In the process of eco¬ 
nomic development, man 
power and labor intensive 
policies must gain prece¬ 
dence. In the medium 
term, this may effect ur¬ 
banization, and the expan¬ 
sion of our cities. Social j 
planning must raise the iiv-1 
ing standard through delib- ] 
crate government action j 
that influences economic 
activity and physical envi- ! 
ronment. 

For the proposed plan¬ 
ners. certain communities 
in the country's length and 
breadth can be targetted, 
the criterion being the so¬ 
cio-economic poverty indi¬ 
cators. The process is sim¬ 
ple as one can easily start 
identifying the commit¬ 
tee's geographic location, 
size of the area, and densi¬ 
ty of population and with 
emphasis on the family 1 
structure in terms of sex,, 
age and dependents. 

Then the community is 
linked to other communi¬ 
ties, city, markets, or other 
cities. The existing public 
services are taken into con¬ 
sideration. as the length of 
existence of the communi¬ 
ty will determine the de¬ 
gree of sovereignty within 
the community. 

All the above however, 
will be dependent on fac¬ 
tors affecting the provi¬ 
sions of social planning, 
such as financial resources 
that are available for im¬ 
plementation, existence of 
an original development 
plan, and political will. 
The advantage of this 
proposition is in the fact 
that it is based on collec¬ 
tive responsibility and 
cooperation. 

The ministries will have 
to be working with plan¬ 
ning government agencies, 
who in turn must cooperate 
with planning consultants, 
and finally, all will be sup¬ 
porting the active partici¬ 
pation of the members of 
the targerted communities 
who will be the beneficiar¬ 
ies of this planning. 

To ensure success, and 
avoid confusion in plan¬ 
ning, an inter-disciplinary 
approach is most essential 
so that all types of disci¬ 
plines involved could 
heighten the awareness of 
each side’s capabilities. At 
the planning phase, the so-, 
cial planner must ensure 
that Lhe social features of 
the community are en¬ 
hanced positively and sug¬ 
gestions are made accord¬ 
ing to the community’s 
needs. At the implementa¬ 
tion phase, the project 
must be continuously mon¬ 
itored with flexibility and 
responsiveness and hurdles 
and problems - must be 
deait with promptly. Final¬ 
ly, the project's impact af¬ 
ter implementation must be 
evaluated as the planner’s 
timely intervention can be 
crucial for success. In this 
formula, one wishes to em¬ 
phasize the i mportant 
points, of a comprehensive 
approach towards pi®* 1 ' 
ning, in order to solve oth¬ 
er problems, and the col¬ 
lective responsibility of 
of us in bearing the fruits 
of our cooperation. 

At this point, and with¬ 
out dreaming of suggesting 
the waste of resources* it 
would be most appropnaW 
to re-train our planners, 
and more importantly t0 
stop thinking of the® . 
marginal analysts bur raw¬ 
er as decision makers. • 
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Business 
scene 


H Revenues of the 
1 Szticiwl Portfolio Sccuri- 
! tics Co., over the first half 
I of this year, were about 
JO 200,000. iu profits 
| were JD 36.8 thousand. 

| however, they Tell by JD 
1.25 million (as the index 
of securities portfolio 

; dropped in 1996). The 
company suffered from 
losses at JD 1.2 million in 
ifte first half of this year. 

■ Sales by the Jordan 
Rockwool Industries over 
the first half of this year 
were JD 544.1 thousand, 
an increase of 19.5^, 
compared with sales over 
the same period in 1995. 
But there are losses of 

51.2 thousand. The opera¬ 
tional ratio to sales was 
225- compared to 17*3? of 
the same period in 1995. 

■ The Universal Chemi¬ 

cal Industries Co., gener¬ 
ated profits of JD 239.2 
thousand over the first 
halt of this year. This is a 
rise of 350' compared 
with the same period last 
year. Company sales 

reached JD 3.7 million, JD 

3.1 for exports. The quan¬ 

tity of sold chemicals that 
arc basic for painting and 
other industries were 

about 3203 ions. Rights of 
shareholders until the end 
of last June were JD 2.93 

million. 

■ Jordan's Cement Co., 
has recorded sales of JD 

855.2 thousand over the 

first half of this year. It 
generated profits esti¬ 
mated at JD 61.2 

thousand. 

■ The sales of Dar A1 
Dawa Development and 
Investment Co., reached 
JD 9 million during the 
firsL half of the year. It 
made profits estimated at 
JD J.4 million. Rights of 
its shareholders by the end 
of last June were JD 20.3 
million. 

■ The Arab Potash Co., 
disclosed that revenues 
from sales during the first 
half of this year reached 
JD 53.4 million, an 
increase of 10.3% com¬ 
pared with figures of the 
S3mc period last year. 

Arab Potash sold about 

736.1 thousand tons of 
Potash at a profit of JD 
J6.8 million. Rights of its 
shareholders until last 
June were JD 201.8 mil¬ 
lion. The company was 
established in 1958 at a 
paid-up capital of JD 19.6 
million. Contributions of 
Arab and foreign investors 
in its capital represent 
41.6%. 

■ The Jordan Dairy Prod¬ 
ucts Co., recorded sales 
worth JD 2.8 million dur¬ 
ing the first half of this 
year. Its profits reached 
JD 184.3 thousand. 
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Bank mergers likely to induce 
financial stability in Jordan 


AMMAN (Siari—In a step to 
boost the performance of the 
financial sector in Jordan, some 
banks are trying to merge. This 
is due to last year's recommen¬ 
dations by the Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) that banks should 
raise their capital to JD 20 mil¬ 
lion by the end of next year, 

The first merger in ihe his¬ 
tory of banking in Jordan is 
being adopted by the Business 
Bank and the National Bank. 
Earlier mergers were restricted 
to re-siniciuring of small finan¬ 
cial corporations and convert¬ 
ing them into investment 
banks. But this experiment 
failed. 

The boards of the two banks 
are presently following up mer¬ 
ger procedures in coordination 
with the CBJ and the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce. 

The deputy governor of ihe 
Centra] Bank. Mr Michael 
Mono, described this os a posi¬ 
tive step and expected further 
mergers among Jordanian 
banks in the near future. 

The director of the National 
Bank. Mr Abdul Rahman 
Toqan expected the new '•Jor¬ 
dan National Bank*' to stan its 



Mario 

services and operations by the 
beginning of next year. 

The merger will enable the 
new bank to expand its activi¬ 
ties and strengthen its role 
internationally, Mr Toqan 
added. 

The assets of the five major 
banks in Jordan represent 70 
percent of total assets of the 
banking system in the King¬ 
dom. the remainder is supplied 
by smaller banks. - 

Total assets of the banking 


sector reached JD 8.430 bill&Ni 
by ihe end of 1995. 

The Central Bank argues that 
the bunking sector in Jordan is 
overcrowded and that there are 
too many banks compared to 
the requirerntmts of the local 
market. 

Thus, the Central Bank 
encourages mergers among 
financial institutions in order to 
remove harmful competition 
and to give the banks more 
chances to expand regionally. 
Mr Marto explained. 

Mergers will mean greater 
financial stability and the abil¬ 
ity to compete on the regional 
and international levels. 

“Mergers will strengthen the 
banks and make them more 
competent,’’ Mr Mario 
concluded. 

The chairman of the Busi¬ 
ness Bank, Dr Rajai AI Moa- 
shar said that the new Bank 
will have 61 branches, 50 of 
which are in Jordan, live out¬ 
side the country and six in the 
West Bank. The bank has 
branches also in Lebanon and 
Cyprus. The merger will enable 
it to provide better and and 


more varied financial services 
to clients both locally and inter¬ 
nationally," Al Moasher added. 

With total assets of JD 589 
million, the new bank will be 
ranked fourth among Jordan's 
21 banks. It will be preceded 
only by the Arab Bunk. Hous¬ 
ing Bank and the Islamic Bank. 


Total rights of shareholders 
at the two banks were JD 51 
million in 1995 and its paid-up 
capital is JD 22 million. Their 
deposits were JD 462.4 mil¬ 
lion. their credit facilities were 
JD 303 million and their net 
profits in 1995 were about JD 
5.47 million. ■ 


Investment projects 
register a vast increase 

DUE TO implementation of the new Investment Encour¬ 
agement Law, total Investments during the first seven 
months reached JD 266 million. Foreign contributions in 
these investments were JD 51 million. 

Total projects benefiting from the law were 190 pro¬ 
jects among which were 153 for the industrial sector, 23 
for hotels, seven projects for agriculture, six projects far 
hospitals and one project for marine transport and rail¬ 
ways. The volume of investments over last year was JD 
276 million. 

The available statistics do not include other touristic 
projects to be executed on the eastern coast of the Dead 
Sea. These projects are estimated to cost JD 120 million. 
The figures also exclude projects of large hotels in 
Amman and others related to mining and energy in the 
south of the Kingdom. ■ 


A touristic, commercial Balance of payments thrives 
complex in east Amman due to invisible exports 


AMMAN (Star)—Al Tayibat for Touristic and Real Estate Invest¬ 
ments Co., a newly established private concern, with a capital of 
JD 2.5 million, has recently won a tender to rc-operate the old 
vegetable market in Wihdai. This project covers 29 dunums and 
has more than 300 shops dealing in trading and in traditional 
handicrafts. It has also a mosque, post office, a clinic, sanitary 
utilities and a 45-bcdroom hotel to provide services for tourists. It 
has even a wide area for picnics. 

The chairman of the company and the supervisor of the project, 
Mr Moayad Al Dabbas. said this huge project will be completed 
at the beginning of next year al an estimated cost of JD 3.5 
million. 

Situated in Wihdai. the most important area in easl Amman, 
this project “Al Tayibat village” will be a commercial district that 
provides services to the 800.000 people of that area. 

This complex is accredited by the Ministry of Tourism as a 
touristic project. Arab and foreign tourists arc expected to visit 
this site cither for shopping or for entertainment. 

The administration of the “village” and the Amman Greater 
Municipality are offering facilities and licences required for those 
who like to invest in the project. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—Latest fig¬ 
ures of the Central Bank note 
that Jordan achieved a surplus 
in its balance of payment esti¬ 
mated at JD 33.2 million over 
the first quarter of Lhis year. 

An external finance of JD 
101.8 million has been pro¬ 
vided to cover for the deficit 
in the current account which 
was JD 43.7 million and also 
covered the deficit in the bal¬ 
ance of the capita] movement 
which was JD 24.9 million. 

External trade, particularly 
imports, still form a burden on 
the balance of payment and 
absorbs a big chunk of Jor¬ 
dan's reserves. Presently, the 
deficit in the trade balance 


Holiday Autos sees Middle East 
important for tourism 


HOLIDAY AUTOS, the world's largest lei¬ 
sure car rental broker, has now completed the 
appointment of their GSA's across the region. 
The importance of the Middle East to the 
world’s tourism market has long been recog¬ 
nized by Holiday Autos and it was essential to 
ensure that the appointed GSA's met Holiday 
Autos' high standards of quality and customer 
care. 

Eight Middle Eastern countries, covering 12 
separate offices have been added to Holiday 
Autos' growing list of international representa¬ 


tives. The eight countries which arc now part 
of the network arc Abu Dhabi. Bahrain. Dubai, 
Kuwait. Lebanon, Syria, Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan. 

The response to these appointments is 
already encouraging. "Although these GSA's 
were only appointed a month or so ago our res¬ 
ervations department is already busy with 
bookings which bodes well for the future of 
our business in this important region," says 
Mick Shires, managing director of Holiday 
Autos Internationa]. ■ 


reached JD 459.7 million. 

However, officials feel that 
there is a room for optimism 
as invisible exports (such as 
tourism, banking, insurance) 
recorded a surplus at JD 322.7 
million. This has covered JD 

70.2 deficit in the trade 
balance. 

The latest five years have 
witnessed many political 
developments that had a nega¬ 
tive effect on Jordan’s econ¬ 
omy. However. invisible 
exports are given more impor¬ 
tance since they support the 
balance of payment through 
the revenues they bring in. 

Jordanians working outside 
the country provided remit¬ 
tances estimated at more than 
JD 88.5 million in 1995 and 
JD 29.2 million in the first 
- quarter of this year. 

L Remittances of non- 
Jordanian workers in Jordan 
reached JD 19.9 million. Thus. 
Jordan’s net revenue of work¬ 
ers' remittances was JD 252.1 
million which is considered an 
important resource of foreign 
currency. They form about 67 
percent of the surplus in the 
balance of payments. 

Jordan depends mainly on 
revenues of its employees 
abroad, particularly after the 
Gulf states had opened their 
doors for Jordanian skills. 

Available figures indicate 


that about 10.000 Jordanians 
have been already offered jobs 
in these states. 

For the first time, some 
countries such as Malysia. has 
offered 300 jobs to Jordanian 
engineers. This number is 
expected lo reach more than 
2000 engineers in addition to 
doctors, nurses and teachers in 
the near future. 

Revenues of the increasing 
number of Jordanians who are 
working abroad will inevitably 
support the balance of pay¬ 
ment. and the Kingdoms 
reserves of foreign currency. 
This will provide stability in 
the value of the Jordanian 
dinar and lead to improvement 
in the economic and social 
status of people in this 
country. 

if these revenues are 
exploited in the right way in 
the field of productive invest¬ 
ment and infrastructure, it will 
have positive results on the 
standard of living. 

Foreign investment in Jor¬ 
dan also has a role in nourish¬ 
ing the situation as it helps to 
develop the industrial and 
technical sectors that provide 
the market with high quality 
producL Thi s wi 11 conse¬ 
quently lead to an increase in 
the volume of national exports 
outside and a rise in foreign 
currency reserves. ■ 
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Stock trading on the 
AFM is still perplexed 

AMMAN (Star)—Despite the positive factors that ought to 
lead to better trading on the AFM. the market continues to be 
in a state of ’‘perplexity," recording only marginal earnings in 
few sectors. Last week’s analysis pointed to the boost in Jorda- 
nian-Saudi cooperation and the approval of the oiJ-for-food 
formula that is expected to promote Jordanian exports to Iraq. 

The atmosphere of optimism soon started to fade after 
reaching the 140 points psychological-barrier last week. 
Amidst mixed dealings, total trading was in 87 companies, 25 
recorded improvement while 45 registered a decline. 

The trading volume went down by JD 3.3 million to reach 
JD 3 million compared with JD 6.3 million in the previous 
week. A marginal improvement on the share value of the Arab 
Bank led to a rise in the stock index from 139.84 points to 
140.20 points. The share of this Bank represents 35 percent of 
share prices. However, Arab Bank stocks suffered from specu¬ 
lation. its price fluctuated between JD 222.5 to JD 2IS.5 di¬ 
nars. and dosed at 220.5 dinars. 

The banking sector comes first as it hit the JD 1.30 million, 
followed by the industrial sector at JD 1.27 million, and then 
the serv ices sector at JD 0.44 million. 

The week's “Golden Group" includes the shares that went 
up by more than 10 percent. They are Al Kawthar Co, Nation¬ 
al Commercial Centres, Plastic Industries Co. and the Medical 
Supplies Co. 

Transactions made in Arab Bank stocks were 34 percent of 
total dealings on the organized and the parallel markets (most 
of this is in the form of remittances). 

The company recording the lowest stock value was the In¬ 
ternational Metal Industries Co., as its share fell by 8.2 per¬ 
cent. 

Due to the latest disturbances in Karak and other areas in 
the south, dealings at the beginning of this week started with a 
drop from 140.20 points to 139.28 points. 

Investors were anxious about reactions about the protest that 
arose because of bread price hike. 

Until the middle of this week, the volume of traded shares 
was 445,000 valued at JD 503.2 thousand through 667 transac¬ 
tions. 

Trading in shares of 66 companies, the figures show a rise 
in share prices of nine companies, a fall in shares of 41 compa¬ 
nies while stock prices of 16 companies were stable. 

As a result the general index dropped by 0.3 percent to close 
at 138.86 points. ■ 


Aqaba real estate market 
unstable but prospects 
for port look good 

AMMAN (Star)—Dealers at the real estate market in Aqaba said 
that the signing of the peace treaty with Israel has led to a progress 
in the expansion of buildings in Aqaba. More than 800 construc¬ 
tion licences were offered since 1994 until 1995, the dealers 
added. 

Despite the last earthquakes that hit the govemorate. the real 
estate market is improving particularly, in touristic utilities such as 
hotels. 

Some investors have sold their lands to the Aqaba Regional 
Authority in order to invest them in touristic projects. Others, fear¬ 
ing from earthquakes, sold their buildings and properties and pre¬ 
ferred to buy land in Amman. This led to a fall in the prices of 
lands, but the prices of construction materials are still high. This 
has created instability in the real estate market in Aqaba, dealers 
said. 

On another point, the Aqaba port has witnessed a noticeable 
increase in commercial activity during the first half of this year, 
as the total volume of delivery at the port reached 6.5 million 
tons. 

The chairman of the Public Ports Corp.. Mr Mohammad Al 
Dalabeeh expected more activity because of the latest reduction 
in fees on cargo load and discharge operations at the harbor that 
was approved by the cabinet recently. Over the first half of this 
year, 228 vessels arrived a i Aqaba in addition to 20,000 trucks. 

Officials at the port received 72.800 containers compared with 
60,300 containers in the first half of 1995. 

Although an optimistic view, the recent cuts in fees are 
expected to attract many sea liners to shift from other harbors to 
Aqaba. 

Delivery fees were cut by 20 percent, fees on load and dis¬ 
charge were cut by 25 percent, on vegetables and truii by 42 per¬ 
cent and 25 percent on refrigerated foodstuff. ■ 


ABC Bahrain records 
highest profits 


Cairo economic conference seen as 
a further step for business women 


AMMAN (Star)—ABC INVESTMENT & 
Services Co. (E.C.) (“ABC E.C."), the 
wholly owned investment banking subsidi¬ 
ary of the Arab Banking Corporation gener¬ 
ated record profits of $6,498 million in the 
first six months of this year. This is an 81 
percent increase over the net earnings of 
53.598 million during the same period in 
1995. 

A number of factors contributed to the 
company's strong profit performance for the 
half year. ABC Investment benefited from 
opportunities to obtain attractive yields on 
investment grade securities through using 
interest rate and currency swaps. Strong 
results in property trading activities were a 
further factor in the first halfs successful 
outcome. Islamic banking activities contin¬ 
ued to be a significant source of earning, 
contributing 35 percent of ABC E.C.'s over¬ 


all profit. 

ABC EC has positioned itself to take 
advantage of anticipated new issue activity 
as Gull' capital markets continue to expand 
as well as to provide investment opportuni¬ 
ties for regional investors seeking interna¬ 
tional portfolios. 

ABC EC is a member of the ABC Group 
of companies, the parent of which is Arab 
Banking Corporation (BSC). The principal 
operating companies in the ABC Group, in 
addition to ABC EC arc Banco Atlantico in 
Spain; ABC International Bank in the United 
Kingdom: International Bank of Asia in 
Hong Kong: Arab Banking Corporation- 
Daus & Co, GmbH in Germany, ABC 
Banque Internationale de Monaco in 
Monaco and Arab Banking Corporation (Jor¬ 
dan) in Jordan. ■ 


M ARK E T WATCH 

Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


17-20 August 


+ KwdUf Investment 
+ Jortftn Jmhmfv 
♦fcmtan Bank 


♦ Arab Roane raJ Invest 
+ lidnuiain) Trade 

♦ Jordan EJcenx Power 


SUNDAY 


♦ aIAUij Tmde Center 

♦ Middle Ease Comple* 

♦ Jordon Trade Facilities 


♦ Commercial fodusiiy 

♦ Livestock & Poultry 
+ Ptuladelpbu Bank 


MONDAY 


4 kawtbof Investment 

♦ JonLn Ekvtnc ftwer 

* ktfdan Bant: 


♦ Central General Trade 

♦ Kat/nwt Plastic 

+ Jordan Trade Facilities 


TUESDAY 


♦ Kawttw Investment 5.26 

♦ Arab Phann. Center 4.04 

♦ Intennediaic PenoCtenicata 2.61 


4- Arab Financial Invert 

♦ Universal Chemical Industry 

♦ S-Zay Ready Wear Maiui. 



G*mral Prica Pointer 
Trade Volume 
Stock Volume 
Highest Traded Stocks 
♦ Arab Bask 82 


♦ Jordan Home «Wr SJ.1« ♦ Arab 


♦ Arab Bank 


All data provided by ACCESS Tel: 646868 Fax: 646949 


By Joanne Nix 

WASHINGTON—Egypt “has 
really shown itself to be an 
economic performer." Since 
January the Egyptian govern¬ 
ment has taken "huge steps" 
economically and this Novem¬ 
ber ai the Cairo Economic 
Summit, women will "dia¬ 
logue, network, realty roll up 
their sleeves and help each 
other." an economic expert pre¬ 
dicted recently in Washington. 

Speaking via satellite on a 
USIA international “Worldnet" 
television program. Judith Bar¬ 
nett. senior advisor to the 
Under Secretary at the Interna¬ 
tional Trade Administrationat 
the Commerce Department, 
told businesswomen in Jordan. 
Oman and Egypt that following 
the successful economic sum¬ 
mit last year in Amman. Mid¬ 
dle Eastern businesswomen 
and their American counter¬ 
parts need to “begin to change 
the face of the Summit pro¬ 
grams” because the annual 
gatherings of business people 
arc "the most important thing 
we do in terms of commerce in 
the Middle East each year," 

Barnett, who has imple¬ 
mented a series of programs 
for the Under Secretary rang¬ 
ing from commercial projects 
in support of the Middle East 
peace process io technology 
projects in California, recently 
returned from a five-day fact- 
finding trip to the Middle East 
to prepare for the upcoming 
Cairo summit, scheduled for 12 
November. 

"The important thing to 
know ...” she told a questioner 
who is interested in marketing 
her products in the United 
Stales, “is the US is a tough 
market. It's 250 million consu¬ 
mers and it's tough for any 
business. The most important 
thing you can do is to find a 


strategic partner, and ... work 
through the National Federa¬ 
tion of Women Business Own¬ 
ers or BPW. the Business and 
Professional Women’s 

Association." 

Barnett said that last year's 
summit, which was held in 
Amman, provided an opportu¬ 
nity for 1.200 companies to 
meet and exchange informa¬ 
tion. “They’re not all large 
companies.” she pointed out. 
"I think people are beginning 
to realize that small- and 
medium-sized companies are 
the fabric of trade and com¬ 
merce throughout the world." 
This year. Barnett expects at 
least 150 American companies 
to participate. 

Barnett called for a special 
workshop or seminar to be part 
of the Cairo Summit which 
will allow women io dialogue 
and network. “I think not only 
formally, but informally, we 
really have ... much to give 
each other.” 

In addition, she urged 
women to be more aggressive 
in their participation. “Find 
yourself a role and a place out 
there .... And 1 say this to the 
women in Cairo: It’s very crit¬ 
ical to get women on the panels 
and in Che workshops as pre¬ 
senters.” Barnett advised. 

"There is actually a Career 
Women's Trade Forum in (he 
Middle Easl," Barnett reported. 
"It is small.... It's a regional 
project. And it’s going to 
begin to look at health and all 
sorts of important things that 
are integral to women in busi¬ 
ness, and I think that we will 
begin to hear more about that, 
as the Summit approaches.” 

One of ihe key trends in 
American business today is the 
explosive growth of women- 
owned businesses. According 
to Worldnet host Jim Bunetl. 
there are nearly eight million 


women-owned businesses in 
the United States producing 

S2.3 trillion annually in sales 
annually, an increase of 45 per¬ 
cent since J 990. 

Barncu said that because of 
the explosion of small and 
medium sized business in the 
United Suites run by women, 
"what we have in this country 
... is the Small Business 
Administration’s Women- 
Owned Business Office" that 
has targeted women for training 
ever since the administration of 
President Carter (1977-1981). 

She also reported that two 
weeks ago. a commission spon¬ 
sored by Vice President Al 
Gore and Egyptian President 
Mubarak targeted the training 
of middle-management women 
for their next stage of their 
work. 

According lo Barnett, there 
is also an association "that has 
just organized under the new 
Economic Summit program,... 
the Middle East-Mediterranean 
Tourism and Travel Associa¬ 
tion (MEMTTA)." which, she 
predicted, “will become very 
important, because not only 
will it allow people to develop 
their tourism sector, but cross- 
regionally to develop that 
area." 

Joining Ms Bameit on the 
Worldnet program was Toni 
Ford, president and chief exec¬ 
utive officer of Telspan Inlcr- 
national. a company she 
founded in 1985. 

Located in Landover. Mary¬ 
land. Telspan International is a 
technology applications com¬ 
pany that provides services in 
the areas of electronic audio¬ 
visual information system 
design and multimedia net¬ 
work system design, among 
other technology services. 

Ford advised the women 
that the U.S. Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development 


(USAlDj. through a number 
of its training programs, pro¬ 
vides developing countries 
assistance and training. In this 
country, there are organiza¬ 
tions as well as foundations 
specifically devoted to the 
area of women in tourism, 
specifically io provide for net¬ 
working and access to 
information 

"I think that there is no 
faster nor more valuable way 
than the use of technology to 
incorporate and network 
women around the world," 
Ford suggested. "We have to 
make certain that we are 
familiar with, comfortable 
with, and not intimidated by 
the applications of technology, 
including the Internet." 

Ford went on to mention 
organizations in the U.S. with 
statistics and information on 
women-owned businesses and 
the availability of software 
and sites on the Internet which 
could support efforts by 
women entrepreneurs. Ford 
stressed. “There needs to be 
followup. If wc’rc going to 
have women seriously taken in 
business, we must be serious 
about being women in 
business." 

She also advised the 
women: "Don't give up. 
You're tenacious. You do 
have a plan. You keep going. 
But you believe in yourself 
and you talk to those people 
who reinforce you and those 
that don't, you don't worry 
about them.” 

Ford concluded: “I think 
tenacity is the one ability that 
you need. 1 think that the edu¬ 
cation is clearly important, but 
not all successful people have 
been educated people. 1 think 
a network is without peer. 
You must have a network." ■ 
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AI Nashashibi 


Palestinian human rights activist to 
be tried by PNA 

■ Physicians for Human Rights—Israel (PHR) has con¬ 
firmed that Mohammed Dahman will be brought to trial at 
the Palestinian Slate Security Court, according to Mr Dah¬ 
man's colleague. Khaiida Jarrar. Executive Director of 
Adamcer-Jerusalem. 

Mr Dahman. Executive Director of Adaraeer-Gaza, was 
arrested during the night of 11 August, for releasing a 
statement claiming that PNA detainee Naher Dahlan died 
as a result of his interrogation at the hands of PNA intelli¬ 
gence services. The PNA charged Dahman with fabricat¬ 
ing the story. Ms Jarrar added that while the PNA had 
allowed Dahman to hire a lawyer for his defense, already 
that lawyer had been denied access to his client on at least 
one occasion. 

The arrest and detention of human rights activists con¬ 
tinues to be an increasingly alarming Irend under PNA 
rule. Moreover, the use of the State Security Court, an 
extra-judicial body that operates at night and without any 
regard for the minimal principles of due process, is. in 
PHR's opinion, an unacceptable abuse of internationally 
guaranteed rights. 

Donor negligence may cause a 
Palestinian catastrophe 

■ Palestinian Minister of Finance Mohammad Zuhdi AI 
Nashashibi accused the donor countries of renegading on 
their commitments to 

help Palestinians 
achieve economic 
stability. 

Talking on Israeli 
Radio. Al Nashashibi 
said that the donors, 
particularly the United 
States, the European 
Union and Japan have 
not yet provided the 
Palestine National 
Authority with the S2.5 
million as was previ¬ 
ously agreed upon. This 
amounr has to be 
handed to the PNA 
before the end of 1997. 

“Such amount is , .... 

urgently needed to A! Nashashibi 
avoid an economic 

catastrophe, and we have to pay for the police and employ¬ 
ees to ensure the continuation of public services." Al Nash- 
ushibi added. 

The PNA is accused of increasing its expenses instead 
of Financing projects to improve the infra-siiucture. 

"The closure of the West Bank and Gaza since last Feb¬ 
ruary led to a deterioration in the Palestinian economy. 
The rate of unemployment in the PNA territories represent 
more than a 25 percent of the workforce." Al Nashashibi 
said. 

A Cement factory near Jenin 

■ A delegation from the Palestinian Cement Company is 
holding discussions with Jordanian banks about the possi¬ 
bility of financing the building of a cement factory near 
Jenin. The company aims to raise its capital from $10 mil¬ 
lion to $30 million to be able to obtain bank guarantees. 

The chairman of the company. Mohammad Arafat said 
that the factory, which will be operational in 18 months 
time, will have a productive capacity of 2000 tons per day. 
Its output will cover 29 percent of the needs of the Pales¬ 
tinian market. The company is*expected to make an annual 
profit of S22 million. Mohammad Arafat added. 

The local construction sector consumes 2.4 million tons 
of cement annually. The plant is expected to create 500 job 
opportunities and raise the standard of the industrial sector. 

An industrial area to be built in 
Gaza 

■ Building an industrial area in Gaza is one of the objec¬ 
tives of the PNA in order to improve the industrial sector 
and develop the national economy. 

An agreement related to the project was signed between 
the Minister of Industry. Bashir Al Barghouti, and the 
Director of PADICO (Palestine Development and Invest¬ 
ment Company). Hatim Al Halawani in the presence of 
Mahir Al Masri. minister of commerce and economy. 

Mr Al Barghouti expressed his readiness to provide 
facilities and opportunities to invest in this project, which 
is seen as a cornerstone to develop Palestinian industry. 

The Gaza industrial project will be built on an area of 
500 dunums with total costs estimated at $50 million. 
After completion, it is expected to generate $400 million in 
export revenues. 

It is expected to create about 50.000 job opportunities, 
the World Bank stated. Another two industrial areas in 
Jenin and Nablus are also to be built. 


Drive for Israeli settlements leads 
to beduin evication from their land 


By John Daniszewski 

LA Times-Washingion Post 
News Service 

MAALE ADUMIM, Occupied 
West Bank —A shoeless girl 
with tiny legs and a dirty face 
trips on the hard gravel, cries 
and races off to find comfort 
in the helter-skelter arrange¬ 
ment of corrugated tin shacks, 
bleating animals and thread¬ 
bare tents. 

This Bedouin Arab child has 
an ever-shrinking refuge. All 
around her encampment, bull¬ 
dozers. dump trucks and exca¬ 
vators relentlessly chew 
through the hillside to expand 
a booming model city for 
Israeli settlers in the occupied 
West Bank. The dust from 
their construction mats the hair 
of the children and settles on 
the surface of the sweet tea 
that is offered to every visitor. 

The builders are erecting 
townhouses of imposing white 
stone up and down the hills on 
the outskirts of Jerusalem— 
edifices whose perfed straight 
lines and neat flower beds 
have put off-limits the grazing 
land on which the girl’s 
Jahalin tribe relied. 

These Bedouins— 

descendants of the wandering 
desert tribes of the Arab penin¬ 
sula—feel they have become 
an inconvenient obstacle to the 


Israeli government’s objective 
of a continuous band of Jew¬ 
ish settlement encircling 
greater Jerusalem. In about 
rwo weeks, the last 50 Jahalin 
families are to be pushed off 
the land they say they have 
inhabited for more than four 
decades, since before it was 
seized by Israel. 

Authorities want the Bedou¬ 
ins' patches to make room for 
$ 200,000 townhouses. and 
they have ordered the tribe to 
move to a rock hillside about a 
mile away, adjacent to the 
huge garbage landfill that 
serves Jerusalem and West 
Bank cities. 

Human rights activists have 
rallied to the tribe’s defense, 
although they express little 
hope of forestalling the evic¬ 
tion. They cast the battle as an 
important test of the new 
Israeli government's willing¬ 
ness to treat its most power¬ 
less neighbors humanely. 

’They call it the most demo¬ 
cratic country in the Middle 
East, but between Jews and 
Bedouins 1 see no democracy 
at all." said tribesman Moham¬ 
mad Hirsh. “All we ask is that 
we be left to live as human 
beings, with our own way of 
life." 

The Jahalin arrived in the 
desert hills between Jerusalem 
and the Dead Sea in the early 


1950s from the Negev Desert 
to the south. Intimidation and 
attacks by soldiers during the 
hot-blooded early years of the 
Israeli state, they say, are what 
drove them across the border 
into what was then Jordan. 

They settled on the brown 
mounds east of Jerusalem as 
tenants of Palestinian landown¬ 
ers. bartering milk, cheese and 
meat from their large goat 
herds for the use of the'land. 

Their situation changed rad¬ 
ically after the 1967 Middle 
East War. Israel seized East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank, 
and the Israeli military became 
the civil authority. The Israelis 
declared empty land separating 
Arab villages and farms to be 
government land, military 
areas or “nature reserves" 
unless owners could prove 
otherwise. 

According to Lynda Braver, 
a lawyer for the JahaJin. estab¬ 
lishing ownership was almost 
impossible because the Israelis 
did not recognize the land 
titles, maps, tax records and 
testimony of neighbors that 
constituted proof under the 
Jordanians, and before them 
under the British and Turks. 
Israel required. Brayer said, 
that the land had been plowed 
for 10 consecutive years— 
laughable in the arid grazing 


land used by the Jahalin. 

Tribe members were consid¬ 
ered squatters and trespassers 
in the tents where they were 
bom. 

The first removal of the 
Jahalin came in 1982. when 
construction work began on 
Maale Adumim. At that time 
about 50 families were 
evicted. In the years since. 
Maale Adumim has grown to 
more than 25.000 residents, 
with shops. restaurants, 
schools, parks, swimming 
pools and cultural centers, 
making it the largest Israeli 
community in the West Bank. 

Israelis no longer think of 
Maale Adumim as a “settle- 
mem'’: it is legally a city— 
practically a model community 
of apartments and town- 
houses—within a 25-minute 
commute of Jerusalem. 

Benny Kashriel. the mayor 
of Maale Adumim. shrugged 
off a question about the city 
having been built on occupied 
land claimed by Palestinians. 
"Here there are no ‘green 
lines.’” he declared, referring 
to the frontier between the 
West Bank and Israel's pre- 
1967 border. “Not on our 
maps, and not in our minds." 

In fact. Maale Adumim was 
a “strategic” settlement for 
successive Israeli govern¬ 


ments. The existence of such a 
large Jewish population just 
east of the city sandwiches 
mostly Arab East Jerusalem 
between Israelis, cementing 
the Israeli hold on the city. 

In 1993. authorities told the 
remaining Jahalin that they 
would have to leave. Since 
then, tribe members have been 
engaged in legal battles to 
stay—contending that they 
have a right to remain on the 
land, or to be allowed to return 
to the northern Negev, or to be 
awarded another suitable area 
to inhabit. 

On 28 May, the High Court 
turned down their last appeal 
and ordered the land vacated 
by 28 August. The 400 or so 
Bedouins remaining (others 
have quietly moved off) plan a 
show of resistance, but they 
admit that they will be no 
match for the bulldozers and 
police. 

“They are building houses 
and making room for immi¬ 
grants from Russia and Ethio¬ 
pia. Give us a place as well— 
just a little village with water, 
electricity and permission to 
build our own homes,” said 
Hirsh. 42, receiving visitors in 
a wood - a nd-corrugated-metal 
structure where a sword in 
brass scabbard hangs to 
remind him of his Bedouin 


heritage. 

The alternate site offered by 
the government is a steep, 
rocky hillside overlooking the 
municipal dump. 

Uncertainly over the tribe's 
fate is a particular source of 
anguish for elderly members. 

Tears filled the eyes of 85- 
year-old Turfa Abu Ghaiia 
when she recalled the serai- 
nomadic existence the tribe 
had in the Negev. “A nice 
life.” she called iL “We could 
graze where we wanted, camp 
where we wanted. There were 
pastures, and we could come 
and go as we pleased ... 

"Now, here, someone 
comes to us almost every day 
and tells us we have to move 
on: ‘Why didn't you move 
yet?”' 

Kashriel. the mayor, said 
the Bedouins have no claim to 
his municipality's land. “They 
have never had a permanent 
camp here." he said. “They 
only started to settle down 
after Maale Adumim was 
established." — 

Brayer said arguments that 
the Bedouins arrived only 
after Maale Adumim are easily 
disproved. “I’ve got even 
statements from the schools. 
The adults ... went to school 
here 30 years ago," she said. 


Benazir Bhutto beleaguered by corruption charges 


By Kenneth J. Cooper and 
Kamran Khan 

KARACHI. Pakistan—In her 
successful 1993 comeback 
campaign. Benazir Bhutto 
made corruption her biggest is¬ 
sue. repeatedly accusing Naw¬ 
az Sharif of financial wrong¬ 
doing as Pakistan's prime 
minister. 

Bhutto continued the ami- 
corruption crusade after retak¬ 
ing the prime minister’s chair. 

"I will not compromise on 
political corruption of any 
member of the ruling coali¬ 
tion," Bhutto said in a televi¬ 
sion interview. “And if this 
leads to grumbling. I am pre¬ 
pared to go to the people again 
(for a new election), but 1 will 
not compromise on political 
corruption." 

Now Bhutto. halfway 
through her five-year term, 
finds herself on the receiving 
end of corruption charges by 
Sbarif and other leaders of a 
freshly united political opposi¬ 
tion. They have accused Bhut¬ 
to and her husband. Asif Ali 
Zardari, of collecting bribes 
and kickbacks on government 
contracts and siphoning the 
proceeds abroad— charges the 
couple forcefully denies. 

Critics trumpet the fact that 
Bhutto has named to her Cabi¬ 
net several ministers accused 
of financial crimes. They al¬ 
lege her government has also 
engaged in a pattern of favor¬ 
ing political and personal asso¬ 
ciates in lucrative business 
deals. 

In one example cited by the 
opposition, while she was out 
of power from 1990 to 1993. 
Bhutto repeatedly declared the 
Saifiillah family to be a “plun¬ 
derer" of the nation’s wealth. 


Upon her return to the prime 
minister’ office, however, she 
appointed the family patriarch. 


from Bhutto's private seaside 
residence in Karachi to Lon¬ 
don. Four pallets were deliv- 


Anwer Saifullah Khan, to her ered to Pakistan's embassy: pi 
Cabinet Then oi 

last month, her 
government ex 
empted a ce 
ment company 
co-owned by 
the Saifullah 
family from 
$400 million 
in excise tax 
es. disregard¬ 
ing the objec¬ 
tions of the 
national lax 
collection 
agency. 

The politi¬ 
cal opposi¬ 
tion's charg¬ 
es of 

corruption in 
Bhutto's 
government 
have grown 
sharper this 
summer 
since Brit¬ 
ain’s Sun¬ 
day Express 
newspaper 
reported that 
Bhutto and 
her husband 
had bought at 
$3.9 million \ 
mansion in 
the English 
countryside 
near London. 

Pakistan's 
national air¬ 
line shipped 
seven pallets 

of antiques. 7 -j^iann "muhu _ _ _ _ _ 
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er household items 



the other three have remained 
unclaimed at Heathrow Air¬ 
port since a Karachi-based op¬ 
position party disclosed copies 
of the shipping invoices in 
May. 

Bhutto devoted an 
hour-long news confer¬ 
ence in June to deny¬ 
ing that she and 
Zardari had pur¬ 
chased the 335- 
acre estate in 
Surrey. The 
owner of the 
swank property, 
which has a pri- 
landing 
strip and indoor 
swimming 
pool, is list¬ 
ed as an 
offshore 


company 
registered 
in the Isle 
of Man. 
according 
to the Sun¬ 
day Express. 

In a newspa¬ 
per column pub¬ 
lished a week ago, 
Bhutto dismissed 
corruption 
charges as the po¬ 
litical propaganda 
of her opponents. 

‘My adversar¬ 
ies continue to 
make totally un¬ 
substantiated and 
wild charges of cor¬ 
ruption against my 
party, my govern¬ 
ment and 
rjmu- my fami- 
aWros ]y." she 
wrote. “It 
seems their manifesto is 
mudslinging, and the truth 


is the First victim." 

The controversy has contrib¬ 
uted to Bhutto’s growing polit¬ 
ical problems and the unpopu¬ 
larity of her coalition 
government. Business interests 
have sharply attacked a $1 bil¬ 
lion lax increase in Bhutto's 
latest budget. Meanwhile, 
however, the International 
Monetary Fund is pressing her 
to impose even greater fiscal 
austerity. 

The allegations against 
Bhutto have come against a 
backdrop of Pakista’s interna¬ 
tional reputation for corrupt 
business practices. In early 
June, Transparency Interna¬ 
tional. a Berlin-based interna¬ 
tional coalition of public fig¬ 
ures and academics opposed to 
corruption, reported that busi¬ 
ness executives rated the coun¬ 
try as the world's second most 
corrupt, after Nigeria. 

Pakistan has a long tradition 
of official corruption, includ¬ 
ing bribes for favorable gov¬ 
ernment contracts and gener¬ 
ous concessions on taxes. 

“There is essentially a men¬ 
tality that the public sector be¬ 
longs to the people who are 
running it. and (that.) they de¬ 
serve to make a lot of money." 
a Western economist said. A 
perception that corruption has 
increased in the last decade, 
the economist suggested, may 
exist because the restoration of 
democracy brought a need to 
fund political campaigns. 

“Corruption is something 
people have gotten to feel is 
predictable." said Tariq Banu- 
ri. who directs a think tank in 
Islamabad. Pakistan's capital. 
"If you can’t pay off some¬ 
body, then that creates uncer¬ 
tainty. You pm in an honest 
(bureaucrat), and that creates 


uncertainty." 

Privately, affluent Pakista¬ 
nis allege that almost every 
large government contract 
must win approval from Bhut¬ 
to’s husband Zardari. whose 
unofficial powers have earned 
him the nickname sahib —a re¬ 
spectful title once reserved for 
British colonial rulers and 
nowadays used to mean 
“boss.” With no formal role in 
the government, he nonethe¬ 
less has presided over meet¬ 
ings attended by Cabinet min¬ 
isters, top . bureaucrats, 
presidents of state-run 
banks—and, on at least one 
occasion, the governor of the 
central bank of Pakistan. 

Two weeks ago, Bhutto ele¬ 
vated her husband, a member 
of parliament, to her Cabinet 
and. created a special portfolio 
for him as investments minis¬ 
ter. She has not publicly ex¬ 
plained his appointment, 
which many analysts portray 
as an apparent move to give 
Zardari an official role. 

The change in Zardari's role 
did not satisfy Bhutto’s critics, 
however. “This is another 
cruel joke," said Mushaid 
Hussain, spokesman for the 
Pakistan Muslim League, the 
main opposition party. 

Farhatullah Babar, Bhutto’s 
spokesman, did not respond to 
repeated telephone calls seek¬ 
ing comment for this article. 
Said a Western diplomat: "I'm 
not sure there's more corrup¬ 
tion under this government 
than the previous government. 
This government's problem is 
the appearance of impropriety, 
gross impropriety.” ■ 


More Arab Americans enter US political arena 

Moreover, a record 69 Arab Americans are running for federal, state and local positions, a number that includes one new candidate for the 100-seat 
Senate, and four Arab American congressmen running for reelection and three new candidates for the 435-member House of Representatives . Ten are 

running for state senator or representative and 14 for judgeships in several states . 


By George S. Hishmeh 

WASHINGTON—Arab Americans, who 
came to the US about 100 years ago. have 
come of age. politically that is. 

In the past decade they have projected 
themselves with fervor on the American 
political scene. More Arab Americans are 
now running for office and becoming 
involved in electoral politics than at any 
time in the past. 

What has been more rewarding is (hat 
they arc now being taken more seriously 
by the leadership of the two main political 
parties in the country and the ongoing 
campaigns of both President Bill Clinton 
and Bob Dole, the Republican presidential 
candidate. 

Over 100 Arab American activists are 
participating as delegates or party officials 
at the quadrennial national major political 
party conventions: the Republicans’ now 
underway in San Diego. California, and 

the Democrats' scheduled later this month 
in Chicago.. For the first time, they will 
also be hosting two social events at the 
conventions, complete with Arabic music, 
food and dance, honoring party leaders at 
which prominent Arab Americans and 
office-holders will be the featured 


the Washington-based Arab American 
Institute (AAIL which has been the fore¬ 
runner of national and local political 
involvement since its founding 11 years 
ago. 

Moreover, a record 69 Arab Americans 
are running for federal, state and local 
positions, a number that includes one new 
candidate for the 100-seal Senate, and four 
Arab American congressmen running for 
reclcction and three new candidates Tor the 
435-member House of Representatives. 
Ten are running for state senator or repre¬ 
sentative and 14 for judgeships in several 
states. 

Richard Leyoub, currently Attorney 
General of Louisiana, is running for a Sen¬ 
ate seat The new Congressional candi¬ 
dates include Democrats Chris John of 
Louisiana and Clem Balanoff of Illinois, 
and Republican John Sununu. Jr., of New 
Hampshire, son of former President 
George Bush's first chief of staff. 

Another indication of the upward mobil¬ 
ity of the Arab American community, 
according to Dr Zogby. is “the fact that 
people in both parties are looking at us as a 
constituent group to court: that is because 
of work we have been doing and work we 
can do." 


policy? Are we able to change policy? 
No. Bui are we able to weigh in on it and 
discuss it, and have them talk to us about 
it. Yes. we are and that is something never 
existed before." 

In an interview. Dr Zogby estimates that 
there are at least 550,000 Arab-American 
registered voters, based upon a voter data¬ 
base compiled for his institute. The AA1. 
formed in 1985 for Lhc sole purpose of 
encouraging Arab American participation 
in electoral politics and promoting access 
to the political parties, is hoping to register 
another 50,000 by November 5. the US 
national election day. 

Arab-American baptism in the national 
political campaigns began when several 
were elected as delegates of Jesse Jackson, 
the charismatic black leader who ran 
unsuccessfully for his party's nomination 

in 1988. 

In order for Arab Americans to become 
delegates to the Democratic Party conven¬ 
tion. explained Dr Zogby, "Arab Ameri¬ 
cans had to be elected and slated by the 
Clinton campaign and thus the large num¬ 
ber of those elected—40—reflects the 
respect given to the Arab American com¬ 
munity by the Clinton White House 
campaign." 


Arab-American ethnic committee. 

Arab American Democrats won party 
recognition only in 1992 when the Clinton 
campaign organization sanctioned the first 
Arab American Democratic support 
committee. 

The Arab Americans for Dole Commit¬ 
tee will be chaired by George Salem, a Pal¬ 
estinian American attorney who served as 
an official in the Reagan and Bush cam¬ 
paigns and was also the highest ranking 
Arab American in the Reagan Administra¬ 
tion—the US Solicitor for Labor. Salem is 
also a co-founder of Lhe Arab American 
Institute. 

The Arab Americans for-Clinlon-Gore 
Committee is being chaired by the Demo¬ 
cratic Arab American members of Con¬ 
gress and several prominent Arab Ameri¬ 
can community leaders including five 
trustees of the Democratic party and the 
president of a major labor union, the 
United Auto Workers—the first Arab 
American to hold such a post. 

‘The presence of five trustees." accord¬ 
ing to Dr Zogby, “is itself a significant 
breakthrough for Arab Americans, since 
trustees are those who have contributed in 
excess of $ 100.000 to the national party.” 

He continued. “This year those Arab 

A — ..... l .... .i_ j. . _i • _.r 


American Clinton-Gore steering commit¬ 
tee and coordinating the work of the Arab 
American Democrats. This group includes 
40 elected officials and 28 Democratic 
party officials. 

In the opinion of Dr Zogby Arab Ameri¬ 
cans stand to play a “noteworthy role” in 
the upcoming elections since the two par¬ 
ties are targeting the key Midwestern 
states, where more than 40 percent of Arab 
Americans reside. Arab Americans are 
estimated to number anywhere between 
2.5 and three million nationwide. 

“For example.” Dr Zogby said, “a group 
of 100,000 voters in Michigan can have a 
significant impact in this election. This is 
one reason why the ethnic vote- is being 
paid attention to this year. We are part of 
the ethnic coalition.” 

In a joint statement to appear in an 
upcoming AAI newsletter, Salem and 
Zogby say that Arab Americans today are 
part of the American success story. “The 
Arab community, they write, “is an exam¬ 
ple of the contributions an ethnic group 
can make when it has access to the eco¬ 
nomic and political life of this country.” 

Arab Americans, they continue, are 
seeking "to make their mark in national 
politics” in the following manner 


Middle East (and; want to provide a bridge 
of understanding between the American 
and Arab peoples ... (and) forge new rela¬ 
tionships between them based on mutual 
respect, concern for human rights and self- 
determination. and the establishment of 
normalized, productive ties in all areas— 
political, economic, and cultural.” 

AAI highlights the “unprecedented 
access” provided by President Clinton to 
Arab Americans “at every level of political 
participation.” It cites his naming of 
Donna Shalala, the first-ever Cabinet mem¬ 
ber of Arab descent, as “opening a new era 
in Arab American participation in national 
politics." 

It also recalled the many doors that the 
late Commerce Secretary. _Ron Brown 
opened to Arab American Democrats as 
well as Vice President AI Gore's initiative 
in creating in 1993 the “Builders for 
Peace” program which undertook to pro¬ 
mote Arab American and American Jewish 
private sector investment in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“People say I am just being an optimist 
describing the cup is half full,” said Dr 
Zogby, “and I responded when I was told f, 
that this not an issue of the cup being half 
full or the cup being half emDtv. TTte feet 
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By Sebastian Rotella 

LA Tunes - Washington Fosi 
News Service 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina—if one measure 
of democracy is the freedom 10 make fun of the 
government a quick round of channel surfing 
suggests that democracy is thriving in 
Argentina. 

On one channel, a popular program gleefully 
replays the {alleged) lies and verbal pitfalls of 
public figures such as the union boss who 
declared roguishly. “For the country to make 
progress, what wc should do is stop stealing for 
a couple of years." 

On another show, a satirical newscast dis¬ 
patches brash "reporters” to ambush mavoral 
candidates, interrogate police chiefs and fluster 
the education minister by demanding that she 
names the capital of Sri Lanka. 

And a popular TV character is Rivarola. the 
king of parasitic public servants, a sleazy 
bureaucrat who lives to make money without 
working. His motto: 'This country has enough 
for everybody." 

The styles of the programs differ, and the 
content ranges from brilliant to silly. But they 
share an irreverent, satirical edge. They are 
products of a recent trend that blends comedy, 
politics and journalism in an exuberant con¬ 
frontation with the powers that be. 

During Argentina's military dictatorship, 
which ended 13 years ago, stem colonels ran 
the TV stations. And the elite in many Latin 
American countries still use direct and indirect 
censorship to control the airwaves. 

But Argenrina has experienced its longest 
period of uninterrupted democracy in six dec¬ 
ades. Television has become an instructive, 
occasionally chaotic mirror of a society in 
which freedom of speech is exercised with 
relish. 

Tt reflects the consolidation of democracy," 
said Miguel Rodriguez Arias, producer of the 
show "The Legs of the Lie." 

"The more years that pass, the less fear ... 
people have to express themselves—even 
though the politicians still fear television the 
most!" 

The obsession with political humor, analysis 
say. results partly from the freewheeling politi¬ 
cal style that has flourished since President 
Carlos Menem was elected in 1989. 

Even as a provincial governor, when he cul¬ 
tivated the charismatic, sidebumed image of a 
rum! strongman, Menem enjoyed mixing with 
the Buenos Aires jet set. Earlier in his term as 
president, he made the rounds of gossipy talk 
shows and serious interview programs alike, 
singing tangos, playing soccer with the national 


learn and answering personal questions with 
amiable candor. 

Although the president's profile has lowered 
with the years, his initial anyihing-goes access¬ 
ibility set a new tone, according to TV critic 
Pablo Sirven, author of two books on the 
media. Politicians have developed a frank, 
informal attitude, he said. 

‘The formality of politics has faded." Sirven 
said. "The reaction of television has been. Tf 
the politicians don't take themselves seriously, 
why should we lake them seriously?”’ 

Argentines have an obsession with the hus¬ 
tler or con artist. The slang abounds with terms 
such as “trueho," which means fake or scum, 
and "chunla," which means swindler. As the 
democracy has matured, the public has come to 
sec its elected representatives in 
this context, Rodri- . — 

guez said. _ 

“After the S' • 

dictatorship tv 
fell in 1983. >v ’ 

being a con- . 

gressman \Y a® 

was respect a- ' 1 .gap 
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"Today. a | H JHBk 
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nation of non- \ H e^"‘v 
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scandals and I It 

an unfettered \ H 

media gener- 1 \\ 

aies plenty of 11 

material, said \ 1 1 \ Mil 

actor Miguel \ \\ VV yjL-’i 
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"Politicians do \ j L— 

incredible things. 
things you couldn't 
make up—they hand it to you 
on a silver platter," said Del Sd. a chameleon- 
like comic who stars on a show that dubs 
Argentina “Trucholandia" (Scamland). Del Sci 
portrays the strutting chiscler Rivarola. a gran¬ 
diose maestro of small-time corruption who is 
popular with viewers because “at the office or 
among their friends, everyone knows a 
Rivarola.” 

While "Trucholandia” is a conventional 
comedy, other programs experiment with form. 
The most innovative and sophisticated is “The 
Legs of the Lie." The title refers to the Spanish 
saying. “Lies have short legs." 




mm 


Producer Rodrigue/, 50, is a cerebral man 
with a black goatee, a psychologist who 
worked in advertising for 25 years. Motivated 
by an intellectual interest in political discourse. 
Rodriquez began compiling video clips in the 
late [980s. He built the biggest television 
archive in Argentina—an act with .subversive 
implications in a society whose dictators tried 
to erase the painful memories of their brutality. 

"The military had a very old policy of not 
respecting memory," Rodrigue.'- said. "There 
was a lack of documents, of television 
archives." 

Poring over his videos. Rodriguez discov¬ 
ered that the televised words of political lead¬ 
ers were the best 
_ satirical mate- 

- —-—-r— 1 rial of all. 

•%, Politicians 
— contradicte 
• _ / d them- 

^ blT~ 

slips. They 

hostess! 

"This must be the only 
country in the world where politi¬ 
cians go on popular television shows to 
be amusing," Rodriguez said. "And this must 
be the only country where politicians admit to 
corruption.... 

"Corruption has been made frivolous. It is so 
generalized. The attitude becomes that if every¬ 
one is corrupt, no one is corrupt." 

Rodriguez spliced his nuggets into zany, 
documentary-style videos without narration, 
which sold wildly in video stores. Last year, he 
launched the widely watched weekly program 
that includes commentary by Lalo Mir. a bear¬ 
like disc jockey who rolls tape and then dis¬ 
sects the hypocrisy on display with pugnacious 
delight. 

Despite the show's accusatory premise. Rod- 
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riguez said he has not encountered censorship, 
threats or lawsuits. Once, a government offi¬ 
cial complained that Rodriguez was making 
Argentina look bad to the outside world. 

"And I said, ‘No. you in the government are 
the ones who are making us look bad.' “Rodri¬ 
guez recalled. ”1 am doing this to consolidate 
the democracy—so that this becomes a more 
serious nation. So that politicians do their jobs 
and do them seriously.” 

Rodriguez defines his work as a "serious 
program with humor." But he and other artists 
are great admirers of "Caigu Quien Caiga" fNo 
Matter Who Falls), which strives not to be 
serious. 

"CQC," as it is known, is an hour-long 
mock newscast anchored by three youthful 
hipsters. The award-winning show adopts an 
uproarious, post-MTV formal dominated by- 
fast talk, jump cuts and rock music. Creator 
and star Mario Pergoiini previously produced a 
"Candid Camera"—type show that ambushed 
everyday people. Now he has turned his sights 
on the famous and powerful. 

Pergoiini and his cohorts maraud through 
news events—a ribbon cutting, a ceremony of 
the once-feared federal police, a meeting of 
Latin American presidents—and put the news¬ 
makers on the spot with jocular, sarcastic 
interviews. After Education Minister Susana 
Decibc failed to identify the capital of Sri 
Lanka or solve a geometric equation, the 
shaggy-haired ’‘reporter" walked away mutter¬ 
ing to the camera. "Clearly, the minister is 
completely uninformed." 

In its inspired moments. "CQC" is fearless 
and funny. Other programs mimic its ambush 
approach. 

Critic Sirven said that one of the form’s lim¬ 
itations is that Argentine public figures, rather 
than reacting angrily or pompously, are play¬ 
ing along with the gag. Some prim journalists 
complain that officials take advantage of the 
disruptions to dodge lough questions at news 
conferences. Although the new batch of pro¬ 
grams may adopt the trappings of journalism, 
in the final analysis most of them remain 
entertainment. Sirven said. And television 
comedies are unlikely to dig up and denounce 
wrongdoing in high places, he said. 

"1 think this genre will be short-lived, because 
the politicians have learned how to respond." 
Sirven said. “Often, it is not a harsh criucism. 
It is more like childish mischief, and the politi¬ 
cians play along.” 

Still, it seems clear that both politics and tel¬ 
evision have learned to take themselves less 
seriously. "That is healthy.” Sirven said, 
’irreverence is healthy." ■ 


Canada’s plan to beat excess plutonium 

into plowshares 


By Howard Schneider 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen'ice 

TORONTO—After opting out 
of the nuclear-arms race more 
than 30 years ago. Canada now 
wants to help mop up after it 
by recycling tons of plutonium 
from surplus US and Russian 
nuclear bombs as fuel for civil¬ 
ian reactors. 

In proposals to the US Ener¬ 
gy Department and in prelimi¬ 
nary talks with the Russians, 
officials with the government- 
owned utility Ontario Hydro 
say their reactors on the shores 
of Lake Huron could be adapt¬ 
ed to bum a type of hybrid fuel 
that includes a small percent¬ 
age of plutonium. 

Use of tbe former bomb ma¬ 
terial in a mixed-oxide nuclear 
fuel is one of the options the 
US Energy Department is con¬ 
sidering as it decides how to 
dispose of perhaps 50 tons of 
plutonium. Russia also has tons 
of the highly toxic material, re¬ 
moved from weapons under 
arms-control treaties with the 
United Stales. 

Canadian officials say their 
initial studies indicate the reac¬ 


tors at the 
Bruce Gener¬ 
ating Station 
in northern 
Ontario could | 
be modified 10 
bum the fuel 
within a few 
years—more 
quickly and 
easily than US 
reactors that 
are based on a 
different de¬ 
sign and tech¬ 
nology. 

And as a 
matter of poli¬ 
cy, they say. it 
would en¬ 
hance Cana¬ 
da's long¬ 
standing 
renunciation 
of nuclear 
weapons by j 
converting the - 

tools of the Nuclear conv 
Cold War into experts argut 
electricity and 

rendering the plutonium worth¬ 
less for making weapons. 

"For us. the bottom line is a 
need to reduce the stockpile of 
wcapons-gradc plutonium" 



Nuclear conversion into fuel may affect Canada's beautiful terrain, some 
experts argue. 


said Ariel Delouya. speaking 
for Canada's Foreign Affairs 
Department. •‘There is value in 
examining proposals that 
would provide a safe outlet for 


disposing of this enormous 
quantity of plutonium that both 
the Americans and the Russians 
have built up." 

The US Energy Department 


has been studying for several 
years what to do with the pluto¬ 
nium pits removed from de¬ 
funct weapons and is doing de¬ 
tailed environmental, economic 
and security analyses of several 
options, according to Bert Ste¬ 
venson, the depanmem’s depu¬ 
ty director For environmental 
compliance. None, he said, has 
emerged as clearly superior. 
Canada's is the only proposal 
from another country, he said. 
A decision is expected by the 
end of the year. 

The cost and safety of the 
idea are matters of dispute. En¬ 
vironmentalists say converting 
the plutonium to a fuel will 
prove to be more expensive and 
less safe than another major op- 
lion—mixing the plutonium 
with a ceramic or glass-like 
materia) and burying it in metal 
canisters. 

Burial, they argue, would 
eliminate the need ro invest in a 
fuel fabrication plant here or. 
more troubling, to ship the ma¬ 
terial to an existing plant in Eu¬ 
rope and then back to Canada's 
reactors. In addition, they op¬ 
pose using plutonium for com¬ 
mercial purposes, for fear it 
would encourage other nations 


to do so and thus add 10 the 
world's supply. 

"It would be a political 
nightmare." said Tom Clem¬ 
ents, who is following the issue 
for Greenpeace. He raised the 
specter of military convoys’ 
protecting shipments of pluto¬ 
nium as they cross the border to 
Canada—an image that might 
not be well received in a nation 
quick to assert its sovereignty 
when it comes to the United 
States. 

"I think they are going to 
have a hard sell," he said. 

But burial also faces obsta¬ 
cles, such as ensuring the tech¬ 
nology is safe, and locating a 
site in the United Slates where 
it is politically feasible to store 
the canisters. 

The Canadians, meanwhile, 
are arguing to both Russia and 
the United Slates that letting 
Canada use the plutonium 
would eliminate it as a weap¬ 
ons risk. When plutonium is 
mixed wjib uranium and used 
to generate electricity, the re¬ 
maining waste is not of weap¬ 
ons grade. ■ 


Jewell tried by 
no-ho Ids-barred press 


By Howard Kurt 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Sen’ice 

ONE OF these days, the FBI may put out a 
statement saying there is no evidence tying 
Richard Jewell to last month's bombing at the 
Olympics. That would set off a great hue and 
cry about the wrong-headed investigation and 
how it ruined the Atlanta security guard’s life. 

But what about the media, which splashed 
Jewell’s name on the front pages, camped out 
on his lawn and dug up embarrassing details 
from his past—all without the faintest idea of 
whether he had a role in the bombing? What 
about the willingness of journalists to link 
someone to a horrible crime based on unnamed 
law-enforcement sources'? 

Even some reporters now believe the press 
deserves a gold medal in the rush to judgment. 
"How innocent can you ever be again once your 
name has been flashed across the land as a 
would-be mad bomber?" writes Mike Littwin in 
the Baltimore Sun. 

“Jewel! was fed to the world’s media 
Wolves," says CBS’s Harry Smith. 

“It’s remarkable how little press attention has 
focused on law enforcement's role in floating 
Jewell’s name," writes James Ledbetter in the 
Village Voice. 


The story line was right out of Hollywood: a 
man who helped evacuate the bomb site- 
certified as a hero by an interview with Katie 
Couric—suddenly transformed into si potential 
villain of monstrous proportions. "SAINT OR 
SAVAGE?” asked the New York Post with its 
usual subtlety. Reporters chatted up experts 
jbout the "hero complex'* that prompts people 
to create tragedies so they can pose as rescuers. 

And yet few journalists asked the hard ques¬ 
tions about the tack of physical evidence or the 
unwillingness of any federal official to make an 
on-lhe-record case against Jewell. In the hyper- 
competitive world of news gathering, such 
details are often loxi as everyone chases the lat¬ 
est hot scoop. 

This pack mentality makes it all too easy for 
each news organization to blame its behavior on 
others. The Atlanta Journal-Constitution pul 
Jewell in play by rushing out an extra edition 30 
July , with a 378-word story saying he “is the 
focus of the federal investigation” as a "police 
’wannabe' who seeks to become a hero.” CNN 
quickly followed suit. Major newspapers— 
including 77ie Washington Post, Los Angeles 
Times. Chicago Tribune, Bullimore Sun and 
IJS.A Today'—checked with their sources and 
trumpeted the allegations on the front page. A 
notable exception was The New York Times, 
which ran a story on an inside page about the 



A scene front the Atlanta bombing 
media frenzy. 

The problem is that law-enforcement officials 
often use the media as a way of putting pressure 
on a potential suspect, or simply to make it 
appear they are on lop of a high-profile case. 
But police sources are sometimes wrong, as 
they were in 1989 in accusing a black Boston 
thief of murdering a white suburbanite named 


Carol Stuart, who turned out to have been mur¬ 
dered by her husband. 

In this instance, the bombing case became the 
“Jewell case.*' complete with swarming camera 
crews and hourly updates, despite Jewell's prot¬ 
estations of innocence. If he is exonerated, his 
reputation will be in tatters, courtesy of the no- 
holds-barred press. ■ 


Learning for a 
Green Jordan 


AMMAN tStarh— 

KAMAL NUE1- 
MAT learned all 
about methods of 
breeding trees in 

the Laboratory in > 

Escherode, Ger- . _ J 

many. Today he k . j 

returns 10 Amman ■ -~ = M\ 

to try his hand at r. _ -_ - i 

"greeningJordan." I. ■ 
a personal priority 

of His Majesty J 

King Hussein. _ 

Mr Nueimat 

was selected by $ Li 

the Jordanian Seed 
Center, where he 

is employed as an- 

engineer, to spend Nlieimat 
three weeks in the 
research laborato¬ 
ries of the Slate Research Center for Forestry 1 in Escherode. 
Lower Saxony. His visit was arranged and made possible 
by the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZj. 
project of technical cooperation. This specific GTZ-project 
in Jordan is involved in Watershed Management for the 
purpose of erosion control in the dry and arid wadis which 
run from the highlands to the Dead Sea. 

His primary goal was to learn as much as possible, since 
Jordan i> in need of the technical know-how for w idening 
and strengthening its sparse greenbclt. Currently, only one 
percent of Jordan is forested since conditions for extensive 
afforestation are less favourable. Mr Nueinini indicated that 
the arid mountain and desert regions combined with a hot 
climate have always heen a hindrance to large scale affor¬ 
estation. Therefore, priority is being given to strengthening 
the grcenbelt 10 hinder the spread of erosion. 

in (he arid uadis, which run from the highlands to the 
Dead Sea. rare hut sudden heavy downpours cause torrents 
of water which surge down these barren slopes washing 
away the valuable top soil. This process can be hindered 
and rain water given the chance to seep into (he ground by 
constructing terraces and walls as well as planting these 
areas with frees. 

In addition to protection against erosion, the country is 
also interested in establishing a source of raw material. 
Both concerns are supported by the government and 
according to Mr Nueimat, have become a personal priority 
of King Hussein. 

TTie Jordan National Seed Center supplies 13 tree nurser¬ 
ies with seeds from which between seven and nine million 
forest tree seedlings are raised each year. 

These young saplings are delivered free of charge to pri¬ 
vate and state forestry organizations as well as farmers for 
the purpose of afforestation. 

A research center with a laboratory equipped for the 
study of plant tissue is being planned for the near future. In 
this laboratory, important and in some cases rare varieties 
of trees such as the wild pistachio, several Mediterranean 
strains of oak and the Syrian wild pear will be cultivated in 
test tubes as their seeds arc difficult to obtain, it is there¬ 
fore understandable that Nueimat has shown special inter¬ 
est in tbe work being done and keen in absorbing the 
knowledge in the laboratory of Escherode. ■ 
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U-Save Auto Rental 
expands globally 


VINCENT HOVVLEY. President of U-Save 
Auto Rental of America. Inc announced the 
appointment of The Jordan Investment and 
General Consulting Company. Ltd IJIGC) as 
its exclusive franchise development agent for 
the Middle East. 

According to the Development Agent 
Agreement. J1GC will recruit, train and sup¬ 
port U-Save franchisees to service Jordan. Is¬ 
rael. the West Bank, Gaza Strip. Lebanon. 
Saudi Arabia. United Arab Emirates. Qatar. 
Bahrain. Oman, Kuwait and Egypt. 

JIGC is part of the Abu Khad’er Group. Formed 
in 1949. the Abu Khader Group operates such di¬ 
verse businesses as automotive spare parts and 



access ones, car and truck dealership, chemical 
products and real estate among other things.® 


Portraying life and people 


By Munther Hamdan 

Star Staff Writer 



etting deep into and 
drawing an image of a 
character is quite a 
complex process. But 
with an insight and a perceptive 
eye. it becomes possible to give 
an encompassing portrayal of 
influential characters. This was 
exactly what Mr Ali Sa'adeh 
of Ad Dustour daily did in his 
latest book Portrait. It is a 
compilation of a scries of pro¬ 
files of resounding Jordanian. 
Arab and international charac¬ 
ters which w ere published regu¬ 
larly in Lhe newspaper. 

The title of the book was 
chosen carefully by the writer. 
Creating a portrait, be it a 
painting or in written form, re¬ 
quires skill to enable the writer 
to depict a comprehensive view 
about the character portrayed. 
The writer must also be aware 
of the subtle details of the per¬ 
son's life and how they relate 
to each other. Thus. Sa'adeh 
must have been in perpetual 
anxiety to know everything 
about his characters, the way 
they think, and how they deal 
with their problems. 

In his portrait. Sa'adeh por¬ 
trays different kinds of people 
rather than focus on one type, 
that of the political for exam¬ 
ple. He presents different char¬ 
acters that belong to different 
schools of thought and careers 
and have different interests. 


You can read about leaders, 
sportsman, deputies, cinema 
directors and so on. 

It can be argued that the 
writer confused himself by 
tackling the lives of all 
those different people. But 
a careful reading of the 
book shows how all these 
characteristics are indivisi¬ 
ble and have meeting 
points. “It is an adventure to 
go on describing a character 
because you "would not 
know when to stop or 
where. Thus, the writer 
might in some cases be 
forced to pay courtesy or 
give self-judgements while 
the main ideas are lost.'' 
Sa'adeh wrote. 

The first impression you 
get while browsing through 
the hook is that it w ; as writ¬ 
ten by several people. 
When reading Sa'adeh’s 
portraits about politicians 
involved in international 
affairs, you are reading for u 



political analyst and when read¬ 
ing about an artist or a sports¬ 
man. you fed that Sa'adeh is 
an expert in these things as 
well. To avoid subjectivity. 
Sa'adeh employs material he 
obtained by ongoing research. 
This gives his work much 
credibility. 

The book is divided into four 
parts. The first part is devoted 
to ponraying national charac¬ 
ters and touch upon local 
issues. Among those portrayed 


is the former Prime Minister 
Taller A1 Masri, the Mayor of 
Amman Dr Mamdouh A1 
Abbadi. Abd AJ Majeed Sho- 
man of the Arab bank and 
many others. 

The second part consists of 
Arab portraits such as the 
Egyptian cinema director You¬ 
sef Shaheen, the Sudanese 
thinker Hassan A1 Turabi. the 
Palestinian revolutionary. 
George Habash and others. 

Portraits of international 
characters can be found in the 
third part of the book. Some of 


those include Lhe Cuban Presi¬ 
dent Fidel Castro, the former 
American Foreign Minister 
Henry Klssenger. and the 
South African leader Nelson 
Mandela. The last pan 
includes different views about 
sport, teachers. TV and etc. 

Sa'adeh's book is significant 
because it uncovers hidden 
aspects of many influential 
characters. The judaciiv of the 
writer and his comprehensive 
style of writing makes his book 
a valuable one. ■ 



departure of a poet 
and an art critic 


By Star Staff Writer 


T he innovative Iraqi poet 
and critic Baland AJ 
Haidary. who belongs 
tu the generation of poets who 
established different. and 
sometimes contradictory 
schools of poetry and literature 
during the fifties, passed away. 
Many poets in AI Haidarv's 
time blossomed to enrich the 
Arab cultural movement and to 
keep it up with modern styles 
of prose. 

Seeking to establish an iden¬ 
tity for Arab culture. Al Hai- 
dari. along with other Arab 
poets, worked together and 
formed artistic groups. They 
issued liLerary magazines and 
cultural centers especially in 
Europe. Later on. Al Haidari 
became the chief editor of Al 
Fit no un Al Ambyiah magazine 
which was arguably the most 
important Arabic magazine to 
be issued in Europe in the 
I9!?us. The magazine had also 
an English edition titled 
Gilsivnish. 

Not only had Al Haidari 
been concerned about the 
poetry movement in the Arab 
world but he was also involved 
in an. He had written several 
articles about Islamic art and 
took upon himself to present 


the Arab artists 
to the world 
through the 
magazines and 
newspapers that 
he was writing 
for. His assess¬ 
ments of the 
Arab plastic art¬ 
ists appeared 
primarily in Al 
Majaleh maga¬ 
zine which wus 
issued in Lon¬ 
don. He wrote 
several books 
such as Zoman 
li kul Al Azme- 
iui/i (Time for 
all Times), and 
articles on art. 
In the introduc¬ 
tion to the book 
he says that art 
is timeless 
except for the 



A l Haidari 


external shape which does not 
affect the essence of the work 
of art. 

In his Time for all Times. Al 
Haidari studies creativity, the 
aesthetic aspects of an and the 
old civilization. He reviewed 
the Al Rafedin culture, the old 
Egyptian an and the Islamic 
art. 

He believes that Islamic art 
was influenced by other artistic 


styles while seeking to create 
its distinct identity. However, 
the conflict between the acqui¬ 
sition of other styles and the 
creation of a particular style 
was not studied carefully by 
Arab historians, according to 
Al Haidari. He thinks that his¬ 
torians limited their study 
about the islamic an to the 
degree of influence and 
creativity. 


“But the issue was not stud¬ 
ied in line with the psychologi¬ 
cal features of Muslims.” He 
also studied the art in the 
Indian continent, Japan and 
China. He has a famous study 
on the Japanese and how they 
“paint" poems. 

In addition lo his infatuation 
with the orient. Al Haidari 
wrote about European. Ameri¬ 
can and African Art. He was 
critical of the well-known art 
schools such as impressionism, 
modernism, surrealism, cubism 
etc. As to African an. he stud¬ 
ied the manufacturing of 
masks, and simple sculptures. 

Al Haidari took an active 
part in the Arab and interna¬ 
tional art movement. He 
attended many conferences and 
presented numerous working 
papers on the relationship 
between Islamic art and litera¬ 
ture and between Arab archi¬ 
tecture and Arab poetry. 

With his death, the fifties 
generation lost one of its most 
influential characters. Along 
with Jabra Ibrahim Jabra. 
Abd Al Wahhab Al Bayyati. 
Abd Al Khalek Al Rikabi. Al 
Haidari contributed much to 
the euphoric cultural scene of 
the fillies which we lack these 
days. ■ 


Tiffani’s Trueste, 
perfume introduced 
on the market 


AMMAN 
(Star)—Trueste 
by Tiffani is the 
newest perfume 
which was 
recently intro¬ 
duced to the 
market by the 
Gifts Centre 
that is repre¬ 
sented by Ibra¬ 
him and Khalid 
Abu Shakra 
Trading Co. 

On the occa¬ 
sion. the com¬ 



pany held a reception at Lhe Marriott Hotel. The reception was 
attended by Mr Muhammad Suleiman, the general manager of 
the company and a number of perfume dealers. 

Mr Suleiman briefed the audience on the special characteristics 
of the new perfume and the company's continuous efforts to intro¬ 
duce quality to the Jordanian market. He also gave a glimpse about 
the history'of the mother company Tiffani which produced the per¬ 
fume. A video film was shown explaining how Tiffani started pro¬ 
ducing and selling perfumes and gifts. 

Trueste by Tiffany is a refreshing expression of youthful verve, 
with a delightful fruity floral. With its vivacious top notes of black 
currant, apricot, peach and Mirabelle plum. Trueste is warm at the 
heart with rich floral notes of Indian tuberose, Italian orris. Turkish 
rose, and y lang-ylans. Rare jasmine from India and Iranian galba- 
num is mixed with an exotic but refined aura, hinting at a diverse, 
metropolitan character. Tureste's underlying notes of Indian san¬ 
dalwood. \ irginia cedar*ood. oakmoss from Yugoslavia and 
vanilla from Reunion Island, create a sensual, sophisticated base. 

This subtle but captivating blend of fine ingredients echoes the 
vitality of the woman who wears it. self-assured, but enjoying the 
discovery of her own truest moments, the people, the places, the 
achievements that have the most meaning, especially the joy and 
energy of real love. B 


Al Azraq festival 
starts 26 August 



AMMAN (Siarl—Al Azraq festival testifies to the significant 
position occupied by the city of Oases on the map of culture. The 
peopfe of Al Azraq arc gathering to hold a festive season that is 
marked by different cultural activities. The festival, which starts 
on 26 August is organized by the Ministry of Culture and Al 
Azraq Cultural Forum. 

Different activities can be seen in the four-day festival. These 
range from musical concerts and singing to poetty readings and 
lectures. The band of the Armed Forces is to play in the opening 
ceremony and the poets Salman Al Shomary and Suleiman 
Uweis will he reading some of their poems. Other folklore groups 
which are scheduled to perform are the Al Azraq, Al Hanouneh. 
Al Tafeclch and A! Azraq youth group. A lecture titled “Water 
reality in Jordan and Al Azraq Oasis in particular.” will be held 
Tuesday and followed by Nabeel Al Mashini's play Akh Ya 
Disky ( Oh . My But ki. On the third day of the festival there will be 
a poetry recital by Habih Al Zyoudi and Jeryes Samawi. This is 
followed by a musical concert played by Jordanian artists. On the 
closing ceremony. Zulaikha Abu Riesheh, will read some of her 
poems. The Lebanese singer Tony Hana, will give a concert 
afterwards. 

During the festival, there will be a handicraft exhibition, plastic 
art. a book fair and special corner for Lhe books of the late cinema 
critic Hassan Abu Ghaniemeh. B 


Intermarkets Egypt 
three-time award winner 


INTERMARK 
ETS ADVER¬ 
TISING Egypt, 
does it again 
clinching two 
golden awards 
in the Second 
Cairo Festival 
for Television 
and Radio 

1995-1996. It 
won the 

Golden Award 
for Best Com¬ 
mercial for Gobur Food Products and Golden Award 



for 


Best Production for the Subeel Mineral Water. 

Inicrmarkeis has managed to maintain its position as an 
award w inning agency after success in the First Cairo Festi¬ 
val in 1994-1995 with Golden Award for Best Public Ser¬ 
vice Commercial for a 'family planning campaign for the 
State Information Service. In the previous year, in a 1993 
research conducted on the best TV' commercial in Egypt. 
Inicrmarkeis won the title of Best Commercial for Sunflower 
Seed Oil called Silct. 

This success has positioned Iniermarkeis in lhe forefronl 
among other advertising agencies in Egypt. Galal Zaki, 
president of Iniermarkeis Egypt, said that the key to the 
agency's success is the recruitment of creative and highly 
dynamic young individuals who are continually undergoing 
training in integrated marketing communications. B 


Talented children gather in Zerqa 


AMMAN (Star!—The Sec¬ 
ond Children Festival for 
Art and Culture, which 
started last Thursday, proved 
a great success so far. The 
festival, which is being held 
in the Zerqa Municipality 
Stadium, is about children 
and their creative 
aspirations. 

The two-week festival 
displays different forms of 
activities that appeal to the 
children senses and encour¬ 
age their talents. In the open¬ 
ing ceremony, more than a 
200 children from all over 
the Kingdom attended the 
festival. 

The event is organized by 
Al Zerqa group for folklore 
arts in cooperation with the 
Ministry of Culture. 



The opening ceremony of the 
festival which was attended by 
Zerqa officials included a 
speech delivered by Dr Shukri 
Hassan. member of the the fes¬ 
tival's preperatory committee. 
He stressed that because chil¬ 
dren are the ones who will be 
responsible for building the 
prosperous future of Jordan, 


they should receive the utmost, 
support from all private and 
public sectors. 

Several activates were held in 
the first day of the festival. The 
folklore group of the Chechen- 
ian Charitable Society per¬ 
formed a number of folklore 
dances. then came the Zerqa 
folklore group which intro¬ 


duced some national .songs. 
Their ages ranged from six till 
10 years old. This was followed 
by dancing performances for AI 
Dia'a artistic children group. 

There was laughter scenes as 
a colorful clown amused the 
children. 

The cinema, part of the festi¬ 
val. proved very enjoyable for 


the children. The two films 
Brave Jano and Little Devil were 
shown on the same day. A Jot of 
children attended these films that 
will continue till the end of the 
festival. 

The Open Microphone Con¬ 
test gave the children the oppor¬ 
tunity to perform songs after 
which they received prizes. 
There was also the cultural con¬ 
test which is organized by Mr AI 
Hassan. 

What is interesting about this 
venue is that there are more chil¬ 
dren outside the festival's hail 
than inside. Despite the fact that 
the entry fee is only a quarter of 
a dinar, some said this was too 
expensive. 

Today, Thursday, the festival 
holds a lecture on the “Advan¬ 
tages of Family Organization. 
The speaker will be Maha 
Satan of the Jordan Society for 
Family Organization and 
Protection. 

However, more people arc 
expected to attend the second 
week of the festival. More chil¬ 
dren’s plays are being staged to 
reflect the creativity of children, fl 
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Early archaeologists 



“Hey! Now her whole head is out!... This 
is getting better every minute." 




Products that prey on shark wimps 



Inexplicably, Bob’s porcupine goes flat. 
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AGENDA 


Exhibitions 


B An exhibition by Lina 
Hiari. at the Housing 
Bank Complex Gallery, 
continues till 31 August 
B Summer ‘96. at Darat 
al Funun, continues tilt 10 

October. 

B An abstract plastic art 
exhibition by Abeer Al 
Bawab, at The Royal Cul¬ 
tural Centre, ends today 
■ A Summer Souvenir by 
Jordan River Designs, at 
Adil Centre, Shmeisani, 


continues till 25 August 


Theater 

B Hayat Attieh reading 
and accompanying music 
by Mounir Bashir and 
dance by Ruba Attieh and 
Natasha Atalla, at Darat 
al Funun, Wednesday 28 
August 


Films 

B Frantic, at The Ameri¬ 
can Centre, today at 5:00 
pm. 
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Retirement in the developing world is becoming an option 


A pot of gold at the end of the rainbow 
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By Roberto Salinas-Lc6n 

revolution is sweeping 
Latin America in matters of so¬ 
cial security reform." So says 

I Jose Pinera, die main architect 
of the pension reform in Chile, 
perhaps die most cit¬ 
ed ofsucccss in social se- 

curity privatization. As die US 
and the rest of the developed 
: world continue to adhere to 
ineffective state-managed pension sys¬ 
tems, alternatives fashioned in die spir¬ 
it of the hugely successful Chilean re¬ 
form are being tried in nations like 
Mexico, Peru, Argentina. Brazil. Bo¬ 
livia, Colombia and others. For Pinera, 
Uiis harbors happy news; "My bet is 
that almost all Latin countries will en¬ 
ter die 21st century with die competi- 
tive advantage of a private system of in¬ 
dividual capitalization.” 

The rationale behind this drive is 
twofold. FirsL, public “pay as you go" 
pension systems have institutionalized 
mass corruption and fund-mismanage¬ 
ment in virtually all Latin American 
countries that have experimented with 
the model, thereby fueling high fiscal 
deficits and rampant inefficiency. Sec¬ 
ond. countries are eager to avoid the 
dramatic crash that characterized Mex¬ 
ico's crisis and peso collapse. One of the 
principal lessons of the peso crisis is the 
need to sustain adequate levels of do¬ 
mestic savings—particularly for vulner¬ 
able economies in the emerging market 
world. A private system of social secu¬ 
rity is seen as aneffectivemcclianism to 
simulate domestic savings. 

I Chile is virtually die only country in 
Li tin America that survived the out¬ 
flow of “hard” capital that occurred in 
[-the wake of the peso collapse—the so- 
f called “tequila effect." Its high domes- 
i tic rate of saving, equivalent to 27 per- 
*• cent of GDP, is the outcome of a liighly 
1 successful] system of private social se- 
• curity. 

•. This system, adopted 15 years ago, 
—— ■ - -t , | has yielded multiple benefits. For labor, 

'('a jJ it signified a vital source of economic 
MabUity. For Chile’s government, it pro- 


Iron rice bowl rusts 

Chinas 
dilemma 
adds up 
to 4-2-1 
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vided the opportunity to divest un¬ 
profitable concerns and eliminate 
wasteful public spending. To die fi¬ 
nancial system, it represented a reliable 
source of expansion via massive growtli 
in money-market investment. All in all, 
some 95 percent of die labor 
force in Chile eventually opt¬ 
ed for die private alternative. 

The iutroduedon of a pri¬ 
vate system ofpensions, or die 
(partial) privatization of social security, 
has met widi greater resistance in odi- 
er Larin regions. In Peru, Argentina 
and Mexico, governments opted for 
mixed systems. However, publicly op¬ 


erated systems rely on subsidies which 
gives them an unfair advantage over 
private alternatives. 

In Mexico, die original aims and 
claims of pension reform generated 
strong polidcal opposition. The final 
result maintained positive features of a 
more competition-oriented system, yet 
became shrouded in bureaucratic pro¬ 
cedure and was left bereft of the crucial 
element of individual choice. This 
problem is endemic across Latin 
American countries trying to have it 
bodi ways, and which have Tailed to 
produce the spectacular results of 
Chile's innovative scheme. 
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By Wang Hid 

_ian Xigen, now in his mid-30s, 
has been paying 100 yuan (about 
175$ 12.2) a year in old-age insur¬ 
ance premium since 1992. For 
that, he will be entitled to a yearly 
pension of 1}800 yuan (US$219) 
r!j ivheti he is 60. 

L “I want to rely on myself as far as 
possible, 31 says Tian, a vegetable grow¬ 
er on the outskirts of Beijing. “The kids 
will be more than willing to support me 
and their mother, but life is becoming 
so busy and competitive and I don't 
know if they will be able to do so.” 

For thousands of years, elderly peo¬ 
ple in China's rural areas have been re¬ 
lying on their children for support. By 
tradition, elderly people live with their 
children and their children liave 
the moral and legal responsibil¬ 
ity to take care of and provide 
for them. 

This tradition remained ba- 



Pension systems—and who pays for 
them—are becoming the battlegrounds 
over which generations in developed 
countries fight their economic battles. 
With younger populations and lower 
expectations, emerging economies still 
have time to do better 
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sicallv intact until the late 1980s, when 
China found that it was heading toward 
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Nj t , U iii] P A[|(e K an aging society at uie same time its 
., j,y j[ 1 J^opulation growth had slowed and the 

-ih- ' ■ y 4cw mar ket economy was triggering off 

J 1-1 ^ a migration ofrural labor into the cities. 

Under the one-child per family poli¬ 
cy, a typical Chinese family in the next 


century will assume the so-called “4-2- 
1” structure; a young couple raising a 
single child wliile having four older peo¬ 
ple— their own fathers and mothers—to 
nke care of or support “It won’t be dif¬ 
ficult to imagine how formidable 
the task is for the couple,” say’s a 
senior official at the Ministry of 
Civil Affairs. 

“Moreover, life may become 
unbearable for those old people separat¬ 
ed from their children who work away 
from home,” observes Zhang Pu, direc¬ 
tor of the ministry's Rural Social Insur¬ 
ance Department. “As you know, free 
flow oflabor is a prerequisite For devel¬ 
oping a market-oriented economy.” 

According to die latest official sta¬ 


tistics, about 74 percent of the 1.2 bil¬ 
lion Chinese live in the countryside. 
Under the reform policy, peasants, af¬ 
ter paying taxes, are allowed full free¬ 
dom to go their own ways in produc¬ 
tion and employment. 

In an effort to involve rural Cltina in 
the shift to markets, and for tire good of 
both die elderly and the younger gen¬ 
eration there, the Ministry of Civil Af¬ 
fairs launched a pilot social insurance 
program in some villages in die eastern 
province of Shandong in 1991. The 
program persuades villagers between 
1S and 60 to open individual accounts 
by depositing a fraction of their annu¬ 
al incomes for a social welfare fund to 
► CHINA'S DILEMMA PACE ‘4 


Mexico recendy approved legisla¬ 
tion to implement a privately-based 
pension system in 1997. It is a landmark 
reform despite the modifications. In the 
long-run, the new system is expected to 
manage resources equivalent to a mas¬ 
sive 45 percent of GDP. 

A crucial goal of die Zedillo admin¬ 
istration is to raise Mexico's savings rate 
to 25 percent of GDP by die year 2UUU. 
To acltieve this, die government is try¬ 
ing to introduce private competition 
among the various institutions which 
liandle die contributions made by work¬ 
ers to their retirement funds, medical 
programs and other social services. This 
initiative, however, has unleashed a tor¬ 
rent ofhostile rhetoric from a public dial 
has little idea of its structure, operation 
and goals. 

Tliis opposition has come from every’ 
comer of the political spectrum. It ig¬ 
nores the choice between public and 
private institutions. This new system 
will give workers a choice, one diat 90 
percent of Cliiiean workers have exer¬ 
cised in favor of private funds. 

In all Latin .American countries widi 
pay-as-you-go systems, bureaucracies 
manage a huge collective fund for retire¬ 


ment, medical services and housing. 
These pools of savings are, however, vul¬ 
nerable to die demands of vested inter¬ 
ests and die politically connected. Some 
of the money has gone to such dubious 
capital projects as baseball stadiums and 
soccer clubs, cutting into the returns 
that pay the contributing workers. 

As a result of dus corruption, these 
systems are viewed by workers as unre¬ 
liable. offering 
them no exclusive 
claim to the mon¬ 
ey they con¬ 
tribute. Most 
Mexicans see their 
social security 
contributions as 
an obligatory pay¬ 
ment to finance 

bureaucrats. It is this view that the ar¬ 
chitects of the Chilean model hoped to 
correct. 

Tliis will only work if die system is 
transparent, so that workers are confi¬ 
dent their funds are verifiable and acces¬ 
sible. Without this confidence, die op¬ 
position ofspecial interests, labor unions 
and bureaucrats will derail needed re¬ 
forms. Initiatii’es to reform die pension 


Most Mexicans see their 
social security contributions 
as an obligatory payment to 
finance bureaucrats 


systems in Brazil. Peru. Bolivia and Ar¬ 
gentina all failed to survive diis on¬ 
slaught. 

There is a limit to what pension re¬ 
form can achieve. By itself, it cannot cor¬ 
rect Latin America's culture of consum¬ 
ing radier than spending. That took 
Chile 15 years of reform and steady gov¬ 
ernment. In odier countries it mav take 
longer. A stable currency, low inflation, 
tax incentives to save 
and the availability' of 
•sound investments are 
all vital. 

If pension reform is 
to work, perhaps the 
most important steps 
are bringing those 
who work in die infor¬ 
mal economy into die 
new system and finding ways to finance 
benefits dial are not fully funded. With¬ 
out die latter, elderly workers may have 
Lirde incentive to switch from a public to 
a private system.til) 


Roberto Salinas-Leok is executive 

DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR FREE 

Enterprise Research (C1SLE) in 
Mexico Cm’. 


More pensioners than pension money 


South Africa now faces a 
demographic time bomb 
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By Brendan Seery 

T wo YEARS AFTER South Africa's 
first democratic election ended 
the Apartheid era, die African Na¬ 
tional Congress-led government 
realizes it is sitting on a pensions 
and so dal welfare time bomb. 
Between 1990-1995, the numbers 
of people drawing old age 
ami disability pensions rose 
by 54 percent, to 1.7 mil¬ 
lion, costing the country 
US$1.8 billion annually. ~~ 

This is a comparatively small slice of 
die government's annual $40 billion 
budget expenditure. What worries the 
Social Welfare and Population Devel- 
opment Ministry's political head, ANC 
Member of Parliament Geraldine Fras- 
er-Moleketi. is the fact that the num¬ 
bers of pensioners could balloon. 

The 1.7 million pension recipients 
are a small proportion of die country's 
current population of 40 million. Some 
predict the population could double, to 
SO million by the year 2010. Propor¬ 
tionally, there will be more people eligi¬ 
ble for pensions, as the number* of old¬ 
er people increase and pensions are 
spread to die black population which 
was discriminated against during the 
Apartheid era. 

Fraser-Moleketi's department is al¬ 
ready moving quickly to remove the 
racial distinctions between pensioners 
which were a hallmark of the former sys¬ 
tem. Whites over the age of 65, for ex¬ 
ample, would draw pensions up to four 
times what dieir black counterparts re¬ 
ceived. Redressing of this unbalance 
would leave all qualified old age pen¬ 
sioners getting) ust under$100amondi. 

Economic analyst and commentator 
Tony Twine says that, ironically, "‘The 
government's pensions and social ser¬ 
vice burden will increase as its massive 
primary health care program starts to 
work.” Twine says successful primary’ 
health care will extend the life expectan¬ 
cy of all Soudi Africans, but dramatical¬ 
ly so for the rural poor—who will then 
need to be supported in their old age. 

Earlier this’year, a government-ap¬ 
pointed commission of inquiry into re¬ 
tirement provision—headed by retired fi¬ 
nancier Guy Smith—recognized die 
looming problem. It did note that the 
age-old African system of extended fam¬ 
ilies and kin members would still provide 
a “social safety net” for many of die rur¬ 
al aged, in urban areas, however, the tra¬ 
ditional fabric of African society is break¬ 


ing down and the extended family is not 
fulfilling the role it does in rural areas. 
Tlie gready increased number of home¬ 
less people, especially die elderly, is evi¬ 
dence of this trend. 

The inquiry’ commission secretary, 
Reg Munroe, who is also the employee 
benefits manager of Cape Town-based 
Old Mutual—die biggest life 
insurance group on die 
African continent—says the 
government should aim at 
drawing more people into 
private pension provision. This would 
alleviate the pressure on public funds. 

For its part, the government has made 
a detailed study of the state pension 
schemes in Cl tile, with Fraser-Moleketi's 
predecessor, Abe Williams, saying last 
V’ear that a Chilean-rype national con¬ 
tributory* pension scheme was the best 
solution For Soudi Africa. The problem 


with diat proposal, according to Twine, 
is that “die people at die lower end who 
are supposed to be contributing to the 
scheme simply don't have die means to 
do so.” Adds Twine, “You cannot expect 
someone from a rural village in KwaZu¬ 
lu-Natal. who struggles to feed his fami¬ 
ly from a small plot or has a meagre herd 
of goats or cattle, to put away money for 
his future.” 

Anodier area on which the govern¬ 
ment is working is the tightening up of 
screening procedures in the registra¬ 
tion of those who qualify* for a pension 
when they retire. 

Currently, those applying must un¬ 
dergo a “means test,” where they must 
demonstrate they have assets worth less 
dian $7,000. There have been a number 
of reports of reasonably affluent people 
hiding assets to claim die pension. 

► TIME BOMB PAGE 2 
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Information Imperative Index 

Research Findings 

The first comparative analysis 
of levels of information technology ; infrastructure 
and usage in 55 countries 

The Third Revolution: The 1996 IDC/World Times Information 
Imperative Index offers an extensive analysis of the Information 
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Laughing all the way to the bank? Retirees in many emerging economies must rely on themselves 


provide for themselves when they are 
old. The annual premiums vary from 
person to person, depending on the in¬ 
come of each, Grom a few yuan to well 
over 100 yuan. 

“Take for example a person who is 
25 years old” Zhang says. “By de¬ 
positing 55 yuan a year in his or her in¬ 
dividual account, the person will be 
able to withdraw from it a yearly sum of 
1_3S6 yuan when he or she is 60.’’ 

“Tor people at the age of 50, they 
will have 1,125 yuan a year for the rest 
of their lives starting from 60, if they de¬ 
posit 480 yuan a year.” the official says. 

In a bad year, the premium payment 
may be delayed until a good year. In case 
of a premature death, the money already 
deposited by the insured in the individual 
account ma y be inherited by his or her le¬ 
gal inheritor. 

“Peasants like the system for its low 
premiums and flexible terms.” Zhang 
says. In less than two months, about 
80,000 vfflagersjoined the voluntary pro¬ 


gram. Encouraged by the success in Shan¬ 
dong, the ministry began promoting the 
program nationwide. By the end of1995. 
it had been instituted in more than 1,600 
counties to cover more than 62 million 
rural residents. 

Fan Baojun. vice-minister of civil af¬ 
fairs. predicts that by the year 2000, the 
program will cover approximately 120 
milli on people, with ■ 


an accumulated 
fund of 15 billion 
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Brendan Seery writes for the 
British daily newspaper The Inde¬ 
pendent from its Johannesburg bu¬ 
reau. 







RetirAes wary of spendthrift government 


The other aspect of the debate 
about retirement provision concerns 
South Africa's pension industry, which 
: has assets of around $ 115 billion, more 
than the country’s annual Gross Do¬ 
mestic Product. 

The government-appointed Katz 
• Commission, which issued its report 

- earlier this year, ruffled many feathers 
: in the insurance and pension industries 
: with its recommendations that incomes 

and assets of private pension and prov- 
' idem funds be taxed to provide rev- 
enue for die government’s highly-tout- 
: ed, yet crucial, Reconstruction and 

- Development program. 

The government followed up the 
; proposals with legislation, tabled in Par- 
'■ liament in earlyJune. which provides for 
: a tax to be levied at a rate of 17 percent 
; on the gross interest income and net 
; rental income of retirement funds in 
: both the public and private sectors. 

Meanwhile, even privately-funded 
retirees may pose a problem for the 
government 

Niel Krige, executive deputy 
chairman of the Momentum Life 
group and who is a member of the in¬ 
dustry’s Life Offices’ Association, is 
critical of the current inclination 
among South African retirees to take 
a large portion (or all) of their bene¬ 
fits as a lump sum on retirement. 
This, he says, leads some people to 
either spend the money or “invest 
unwisely.” He warns that this could 
lead to increasing numbers of people, 
who may have been self-supporting 
in their retirement, again becoming a 
burden on the state. 

He and others in the pension in¬ 
dustry have been lobbying the gov¬ 
ernment to implement rules which 
would compel people to take month¬ 
ly pension payments as opposed to 
lump sum commutations. Critics of 
the industry which has, over the past 
25 years shown returns which bet¬ 
tered inflation by 4.1 percent, believe 
the funds make bigger money out of 
people opting for the monthly pay¬ 
ment option. 

Finding the truth will prove diffi¬ 
cult. The necessary transparency 
may be a while in coming for South 
Africa, which is only slowly moving 
out of the Apartheid era— a time 
when the government’s near-para¬ 
noid sense of secrecy often trickled 
down to ordinary business. 

Analysts are warning that ordinary 
South Africans, who now have the vote 
to determine their political future, are 
going to increasingly demand a say in 
their financial future. Those pension 
funds who don’t recognize tliis could 
find themselves losing out.® 


Sri Lankans keep their 
pensions in the family 


By Harold Pieris 

F or most Sri Lankans, the best 
contribution to a secure retirement 
remains a birth in the family. 

In spite of modem pension sys¬ 
tems—both public and private— 
the traditional reliance on extend¬ 
ed families is likely to endure R£pQ 
for the foreseeable future. This jqggj 
attitude cuts across the numer- njrjjjl 
ous ethnic and religious groups uUU 
that make up Sri Lanka’s pop- 
ulation of IS million. 

A common thread which runs 
through ail ethnic and religious groups 
is the almost divine belief that children 
should look alter their living parents 
and other elders, and remember them 
after death too. Sinhalese, Tamils, 
Moors, Buddhists, Hindus, Christians 
and Muslims all subscribe to this be¬ 
lief. This approach makes up for the 
lack or inadequacy of social security 
systems in the country; where there are 
no shortage of elderly—life expectan¬ 
cy between 1991-2035 is projected at 
69.1 years for males and 74.2 years for 
females. 

This belief in die extended family is 
symbolized on festive days or at wed¬ 
dings when children kiss the feet of 
their parents or el- •• 
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eminent service, and after indepen¬ 
dence in 194S the Employees Provi¬ 
dent Funds and Employees Trust 
Funds provided some coverage for 
those privately employed. 

But the Provident Fund and the 
Trust Fund schemes are inadequate for 
those retiring, and are confined 

-- to those living in urban areas. 

inn The government is aware of 
iDu this situation, and the National 
Workers’ Charter, which will 
soon be written into Sri Lanka’s labor 
statutes, requires the state to ensure re¬ 
tirees are covered by a social security 
program. It says employers will be en¬ 
couraged to initiate medical insurance 
schemes and to grant special coverage 
to workers exposed to risks at their 
workplaces. 

The government has also initiated 
provident fund schemes for farmers 
and fishermen, but these are at a very 
incipient stage. 

Currently, the best option for those 
retiring from government service is the 
monthly pension scheme which grants 
a monthly pension calculated at 90 per¬ 
cent of the worker's salary at the time 
of retirement. This option is available 
to those who retire after 30 years ofser- 
... vice. For those 


or solely—on their savings and their 
children for a comfortable life after 
they retire from die workforce.® 


Harold Pieris, former editor of 
Sri Lanka's The Daily Observer* is 
a Colombo-based writer. 



Zhang Pu, how- Uf |UdJ d IIMJUI 

social insurance sys- ingfortheehli 
tern as “rudiments- ■ ■ i 

ry” something de- till SilUtTySlD 
signed to supple- ■ ■ 

ment the traditional Will eCOBODHI 

the aged instead of take decades I 
“Family " support social insuraace system to 

will continue to plav ■ >■ 

a major role in pro- DfiCOflie jllSSIl 
vi din g for the elder¬ 
ly,** he says. “After all, the countryside is 
still backward economically, and it may 
ralte decades for a full-fledged social in¬ 
surance system to become possible there.” 

“For that reason, the government wiD 
continue supporting the old practice of 
children taking care of their parents or 
grandparents,’* he adds. 

In cities, however, a relatively ad¬ 
vanced old-age pension system is being 
established. 

Work began in 1984 to change the 
old practice of state- and collectively- 
owned enterprises taking care of their 
employees for life. 

The practice, widely known as the 
“iron rice bowl,” was part of the planned 
economy under which enterprises 
played the care-for-ail role with regard 
to their employees. “Old-age pensions 
were secure even if enterprises were los¬ 
ing money,” Zhang says. ;i The govern¬ 
ment would step in and provide the 
money needed for their retirees.” 

With the introduction of market 
practices, these days are gone. Avast ma¬ 
jorin' of die state-owned enterprises are 
now responsible for their own losses 
and profits. And consequently, many 
have found it difficult to provide for their 
retirees who are growing in numbers 
with each passing year. 

The new system the government has 
tried to institute nationwide since 1984 
aims to provide retirees with basic social 
insurance. It obliges state-owned enter¬ 
prises in a given city to put 16 percent of 


“Family support will continue 
to play s major role in provid¬ 
ing for the elderly. After all. 


The government 
t Sf Still li also encourages en- 

, „ terprises to set up 

\ IQGrG their own pension 

funds for their em¬ 
ployees and calls on workers to save for 
their old age. It hopes that these would 
serve as supplements to the basic social 
insurance, so that when workers retire, 
they will not see a plunge in their income. 

By 1995, the number of employees 
and retirees who have joined the old-age 
social insurance program had increased 
to 87 million and 22 milli on, respective¬ 
ly, accounting for 77 percent ofaD the em¬ 
ployees and 98 percent ofaD the retirees. 

According to Wang Jianlun, vice- 
minister of labor, by the end of the cen¬ 
tury, the system of basic insurance for 
the aged should have been expanded in 
such a way as to include those town¬ 
ship-run enterprises — enterprises op¬ 
erated by rural collectives. 

“Privately-owned enterprises and 
self-employed people too will get in¬ 
volved eventually,” he says.® 


Wang Hut is a writer for China 
Features, a division of the Beijing- 
based Xinhua news agency. 
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Learn English! Study in the U.S.A.! 


ders. But it works 

both ways. Parents IuG ^OVGIDIHG! 
invest in their chil- . 

dren to give them increase pens 

the best in educa- 

rion and life. Hfilf prOjTllllS 

knowing well it 

will be returned reSUlGteO If 1 
when they are old ■ 

and in retirement. StTaintS. ) il6 jj 
Even when they ■ a. ... 

migrate perma- SpBiSS $J.4j I 

nendv or for work, ■ - a 

children make it a <U) H1C0IH6 it I 
point to assist their 
parents and elders in cash and kind. 

Overseas employment is currently 
Sri Lanka’s biggest foreign exchange 
earner, bringing in over US$600 mil¬ 
lion. The country’s per capita GNP is 
$652, and unemployment is estimated 
to be around 13.7 percent of the labor 
force. Around 150,000 Sri Lankans 
now travel abroad for employment 
each year, and currently over 500,000 
Sri Lankans are working overseas. Be 
they housemaids, medical doctors, en¬ 
gineers or accountants, they send their 
money home for their families. 

Even funerals of parents are held up 
until the children arrive from overseas. 
This is due to the strong beliefs about 
intergenerational responsibilities that 
are shared by all groups or segments of 
Sri Lankan society. 

But the terms “social security” and 
“welfarism” are not new in Sri Lanka. 
Since colonial times, Sri Lanka has had 
universal free education from kinder¬ 
garten to university and free health ser¬ 
vices. The establishment of free edu¬ 
cation accounts for die country’s very 
high literacy rates, though employ¬ 
ment opportunities have not kept 
pace. Financial constraints restrict the 
State’s free health sendees and many 
resort to paid private medical services. 

There have been pension schemes 
since the British days for those in Gov- 


Ibe governments ability to 
increase pensions or initiate 
new programs is severely 
restricted by budgetary con¬ 
straints. The government 
spends $5.45 billion, but has 
an income of $3.36 billion 


w who retire having 

!S aDlilty to between 20 to 30 

■ years of service the 

IIS Or initiate monthly pension 

* is calculated at 80 

i Severely percent of the last 

rigetary con- Iii the private 

sector, different 

remment companies and 

ta ■ I banks have pen- 

• Dill Has Sion and gratuity 

aa lsiis-- plans for dieir em- 

JODIIIIOn plovees. But the 

basic scheme is the 
State Employees Provident Fund, to 
which the employer contributes 12 per¬ 
cent of a monthly salary and the em¬ 
ployee 8 percenL Employees in the pri¬ 
vate sector are also entitled to a gratuity 
of one month's salary for every year of 
service, provided they have served the 
company for a minimum of20 years. To 
the State Employees Trust Fund the pri¬ 
vate employer lias to contribute month¬ 
ly the equivalent of 3 percent of the em¬ 
ployee’s salary; which is collected and 
paid with interest on retirement. 

But these schemes cover only those 
in urban areas. The bulk of Sri 
Lankans, nearly 70 percent of the pop¬ 
ulation, are in the rural areas and re¬ 
main uncovered by any plan. 

The government’s ability to increase 
pensions or initiate new programs is se¬ 
verely restricted by budgetary con¬ 
straints. According to the latest esti¬ 
mates of expenditure and revenue for 
1996, the government spends $5.45 
billion and has an income of $3.35S 
billion. 

The shortfall of $2,092 billion is 
met from external sources. In addition, 
the government is currently financing 
an ethnic war with Tamil separatists 
that is costing $700 million a year. 

Thus, the state of the nation’s fi¬ 
nances sends a very clear message: all 
Sri Lankans have to depend largely—. 



Access 


Am eri ca 


The new Web site from KAPLAN 
the World’s leader in test prep 


☆ Learn English ONLINE! 


☆ Get the latest news on 

American schools, immigration 
requirements, student visas, and 
the TOEFL and TOE1C exams. 






Learn about life in the U.S.A.: 
Where to live, where to study, 
how to survive in America! 



iV Voice your opinions on our 
worfd-wide bulletin boards. 


Point your Web browser to 


http://www.kaplan.com/intl/ 

K . . and begirt your journey to America today! 


KA// 

_ Register at the site 

before November. 1996 
x- for a special bonus! 




their total payroll into a social insurance 
account managed by the Social Insur¬ 
ance A dmin istration under the Ministry 
of Labor. The a dminis tration, thro ug h 
its 3,955 offices across the nation, will 
send retirees their pensions through 
banks or enterprises. 

In 1992, China expanded the new 
old-age pension system by introducing 
--- . the so-called 


, 4* V 
*0 


“mandatory indi¬ 
vidual pension ac¬ 
counts.” The new 
measure requires 
wage earners to de¬ 
posit 2-5 percent of 
their wages into 
their individual 
pension accounts as 
a supplement to the 
basic social insur- 
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HAYAT AMMAN SUITES HOTEL 

A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS 
■t IS SUITES FURNISHED LUXURIOUS SUITES 

( all have a sitting & dinning room, comfortable bed rooms satellite 
channels, direct telephone a kitchen with all utensils you may need) 

** Suitable prices. 

We give you 24 hrs services 

. **" Enjoy & Celebrate whatever occasion you have in our 
Coffee shop at Terras . 

WAIT'US TO^MO^ES'U'J^FJSTS 

TIa’a Alali Tel. 837175-837172 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 


^ SATURDAY 

"*ir 3:00—Holy Koran 

3rf)5—Moomin 
3:25—Pumpkin Patch 
* ,as i'-if 3^9—Blue Heelers 
jnc t . ** 4J0—Big Brother JaJke 
■jv 5 : 00 —French Programs 

A 7:30—News Headlines 


jrjj” lt _ • \ 7:33— 1 The Tor kelsons 

4 * !i.- t. 8:00—TheAlbumShow 

tii —-Miami Vice 

ees and cc jj t f ' ,nds *»i 9:10—Varilies 
"oJd a*re. ft l ' * 9:30—Prism 

e as sun: , 1 c,.'^ lL Vr 10 : 00 —News at Ten 
ranee. * 4 ■ V" ** ^ J»^5-Thc Bold and the 
wiD not s,l BeauUrui 

lv 2 99 - : in 1 11:10—Feature Filra: Shat- 

' ■ , t | ‘ tcring the Silence, slurring: 

ees 'a!i., have |„ Wo i | Joanna Kern &. Dina Merrill, 
almsur.^ _ • 

' * SUNDAY 

:comiau ¥l . ir77| ^ 3 : 00 —Holy Koran 

^ [naauJto 3:05 - The Mask 
iccordis-i; \\ ., u r , 3:25—Mac & Mutlcy 
ister of)j[,., r _ b, 4:00—Italian Soccer 

. the swen, i.t K • 5:00—French Programs 

W s .i.i | ***** 7:30—News Headlines 
gee s . "i.Jl.jv, Jtninf . 7 ; 33 —cinema, Cinema 

■ JM,,, ndodcita 8:00—The American Chart 

>-ruti eiucjj'n.^ _ clltt[ r Show 

p ■■ ru: ~ : 8:45— Fresh Prince or Bel Air 

rnvaici. ... nc«i ciutjjj* 9:10—Blacke's Magic 
entplm cci ’ r »c i •} ijc 10:00—News at Ten 

ed eva::i |, c 10:25— Frenehie 

- —- 11:40—Short Story Cinema 

.t; Hi - i- , 12:10—Nelson’s Column 


it: Hfi i> -. writ ls nilI.* 
ri'REs. v :r.r.f mig; 

iD \lM»:. : \EV.n u,L\n. 


MONDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Adventures On Rain¬ 
bow Pond 
3:25—Richie Rich 
3:40—Playabout 


4:00—Gillette World Special 
4:30—Hey Dad 
5:00— French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7 33—Caymania 

|T>ocumentarj) 

8:20—The Lazarus Man IA 
New Drama!. 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 

11:10—Bodies Or Evidence 
(New Police Drama). 

TUESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Captain Planet 

3 JO—Hot Shots 

4:00—Bob Morrison show 

4 JO—AIT 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7J3—Blossom 

8:00—On A day- Thousands 

of Years Ago 

8:30—Encounter 

9:10—Star Trek 

10:00—News at Ten 

10:25—Human Target 

11:15—Hawai 5-0 

11:45—My Two Wives 

WEDNESDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Iris 

3:25—The Flintstones 
3:50—The New Three 
Stooges 

4:00—The Adventurers 
4:20—Kelly 

4:30—The Earth Revealed 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headlines 


tte * i : w 


* U.S.A.! 



prep 


ACROSS 
1 Consttucis 
B Vegetarians 
sOun tins 

10 Ciuising 

M Young 
hooter 

15 — Royale. 
Men. 

16 Native of 
Belgrade 

17 Kind of toast 

18 Ponicool 
Greece 

19 Besieged 
city 

20 Paid ainiete 

21 Daydream¬ 
ing 

24 Bright red 

26 Messenger 
ot the gods 

27 Madia name 

29 Palms 

31 Feedbag 
contents 

32 Vandyke 

33 Perish 

38 Pittsburgh 
player 


39 Putting out 

41 English letter 

42 Like a 
certain hne 

44 Heroic tale 

45 Cotoraoo 
resort 

46 Swarmed 
48 Evergreen 

shrub 
51 Rio — 

53 Suspected 
of 

wrongdoing 
55 Poet's 
contraction 

58 —instant 
(quickly) 

59 Glittering: 
abbr. 

60 Goddess of 
peace 

62 Room: Sp. 

63 Hawaiian 
g«*se 

64 Rhymed 
work 

65 Extensions 

66 Kind of 
Jfly 


67 Downs or 
salts 

DOWN 

1 Cavort 

2 Spouted 
prtchfe. 

3 Apportions 

4 Johnny — 

5 Steps 

6 Vapors 

7 Lover o! an 

8 Lily plant 

9 Pedagogues 

10 John Jacob 
and Mary 

11 Antitoxin 

12 Destroy by 
degrees 

13 Chasm 

22 Hoop 
loumamont 
abbr. 

23 Engteh 
city 

25 Gaelic 

27 Stockings 

28 Consumes 

30 Wading bird 

32 CtWBSO 

fJ MklntNitte Media 


33 Circle 
bisectors 

34 ‘Gloomy 
Dean* 

35 Mild oath 

37 Kind of 
beam 

38 States 
reasons tor 

40 Second¬ 
hand 

43 Fishing 

45 Hippo¬ 
dromes 

46 Greek letter 

47 Salad green 

48 DomDe — 

49 Record of an 
event 

50 Arizona 
congress' 
man 

52 Western 
show 

54 Indian 

56 —many 
words 

57 Appear 

61 Opposed to 
Dem. 

Services 


n/ln‘5 

America t° 
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BETORE MATSRIA6E, A 
MAM W1U HE 
AWAKE THIMBN& 
ABOUT SOMETHING 
YOU SAIP; AFTER 
MARRIAGE, HEU 
TAU ASLEEP SET0RE 
YOU TWSH. SAYING 

...it. 





Sean Connery in Mamie, on Friday at 10:25 


7:33— Evening Shade 
8:00—Super Slurs of Action 
8:30—Chancer 
9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—The Bold & The 
Beautiful 
11 : 10 —Bugs 

THURSDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 
3:05—Double Dragon 
3:25 The Three Stooges 
3:30—NBA Basketball 
4:30—Take Your Piek 
5:00—News Flash 
5:01—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 


7:33—Herb’s Lucy 
8:00—Tara la to 
9:10—Star Trek 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Feature Film: Broken 
pledges, starring: Linda Gray 
12:00—Family Matters 

FRIDAY 

3:00—Holy Koran 

3:05—Dumb and Dumber 

3:25—Bush School 

3:50—Name your Adventure 

4:10—Crystal Maze 

5:00—News Flash 

5:01—French Programs 

7:30—News Headlines 

7:33—Growing Pains 

8:00—Nasty Boys 


8:45—Secret Weapons 
9:10—The Wanderer 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Classic Movie: “A tar- 
nie”, starring: Sean Connery St 
Tippi Hedrcn 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRAN9AIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeimcsse 
L; 1 vie dcvnni moi 
5J0—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00 —kSerie 

Chateau Vallon 
7:00—Lc journal 
7:15—Faut pas rever 

Colowbic 

DIM AN CHE 

5:00—Dessins amines 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
La vie drum moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 

Lit man:he Ju sieclc 
■■ L ‘aide atix enfants 
mat odes-, lire partie 
7:00—Lc journal 
7:15 —Magazine 

Sports et musique 

LUNDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—Emission jeunesse 
Lu vie devani moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Magazine 

La marc he du sieclc 
«L 'aide aux vnfants 
mu lades 2eme itartie 

7:00—Lc journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Cinq surcinq 

MARDI 


5:00—Dessins animes 
5:15—-Emission Jeunesse 
La vie devani moi 
5:30—Jeux 

Pyramide 
6:00—Varieles 

Les iransmusicales 
de Rennes (Festival) 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushoaia 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Doc ume ntaire 

La France au.x J000 
villages 

■■ Midi-Pyrenees - 
5:30—Varietes 

L'invite de marque 
••Basin - 

6:00—Documenlaire 
Route routier 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Sports et musique 

JEUDl 

5:00—Divertissement 

- Lc festival interna¬ 
tional du cirque- 
5:30—Divertissement 
Surprise Surprise 
7:00—Lc journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ushuaia 
8:00—Varieles 
Taraiata 
-lion Jovi» 

VENDREDI 

5:00—Dessins animes 
5:30—Film 

n Confession d 'im 
barjo*. Un film de 
Jerome Boivin avee 
Richard Bohringer. 
Anne Brochei. 
Hippolyle GirardoL 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Alio la lerre 


Programs are subject to change by JTV 


—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 


By Linda Black 

Weekly Tip: Sports activities 
dominate. It'll be almost impossible 
to get anything else done. 

Aries (March 21-ApriI 19). 
You're very lucky with games, lave 
affairs and children. Pick one of the 
above and go for it Pay dose atten¬ 
tion to details 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Fix up 
the house. Also hammer out a new 
agreement with your roommate. You 
and your sweetheart can make solid 
plans for the future. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Start 
new projects whether you know how 
to finish them or nol. You can figure 
that out later. 

Cancer I June 22-July 22). Get rid 
of stuff. Sell, trade or give it away. 
Study your options, and anything else 
you want to learn. You’ll retain infor¬ 
mation well. 

Leo fjuly 23-Aug. 22). You are 
magnificent. Begin everything you’ve 
been dreaming about. You have the 
advantage. Count your money so you 
can go shopping. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Scpt 22). You’re 
under pressure, lust do the best you 
can — it’ll be plenty good enough. 
You could have a little money left 
over after you pay the bills. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your 
social life may interfere with your 
work. You could also wind up with 
more responsibilities. Throw a party 
with your best friend. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll 
have to go along with somebody 
else’s program. It'll be OK — what¬ 
ever you’re* worried about won't hap¬ 
pen. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Gel 
your thoughts down un paper. You’re 
decisive, bold and brilliant — the 
world needs your insighLs. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). If 
you need a loan, ask nicely. A little 
schmoozing will be effective. Travel 
and education arc favored, so sched¬ 
ule a field trip. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Toss 
the ball to your partner. He or she will 
gel further than you can. You may be 
separated from something you want. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You'll 
gel a tough assignment. Work on it 
carefully. It*11 be easy to make mis¬ 
takes. Ask a friend to help you find 
the errors before you hand it in. 

If You’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: Use your incredible 
powers this year to finish something 
you’ve already started, and your for¬ 
tune’s mode. 

C r*%. Tntwnc Media Semites 


Bridge 


Both vulnerable North deals. 
NORTH 
*AQ864 
1762 
O A 

4.A9764 

WEST EAST 

♦ KX073 *J2 * 

(7AQ53 <710 

0109 OJ876542 

+ K105 *QJ3 

SOUTH 
*95 

VKJ9874 
0KQ3 
+ 82 


The bidding: 
North East 


North East South West 

1* Para 27 Pass 

3+ Pass 37 Pass 

47 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of O 

Carlos Cabaone first won the 
Argentine inter-club championship in 
1944. In 1994,50 years later, be did 
it again — for the 13th time! On this 
hand from the event, be was able to 
appreciate fine defense by his partner, 
Eduardo Scanavino. 

North-South conducted an intelli¬ 
gent auction to arrive at four heals. 
In the face of North's announced 
length in the black suits, South's 


Stolen In a Holdup 

By Tannah Hirsdh 

1 deals. rebid promised at least six cards in 
the suit, so North was assured of an 
adequate fit 

With West holding the king of 
spades, it seemed (hat even the 4-1 
trump split could not deny South 10 
ST _ tricks. Since the spade finesse was 
12 ’ going to succeed, declarer could 

'0 afford to lose two trump and a dub. 

But a strange thing happened after 
c ** * Scanavino, West, led die ten of dia¬ 
monds. 

Declarer won in dummy perforce 
and led the six of trump, covered by 
the ten and won by the jack when 
West contributed the three. 
Impressed by the 'success' of the 
West finesse and paying no beed to East's 
Pass ten. declarer crossed to tbe ace of 
Pass dubs to repeat the finesse. This ume 
Pasa West won the queen and exited with 
adiamond. 

in with the king of diamonds, 
von tbe declarer led the king of trumps 10 
u* 1 *!*!*) force out the ace. But now West 
T vpf underled the king of clubs and East, 
^ upon gaining (he lead with the jack, 
s able to wasted no lime in returning a dia- 
; partner, mood for Wesi to niff. Down one. 

Since 10 tricks made at tbe same coo- 
Q tract in the other room, that resulted 

ir beats, jj a substantial gain for Cabanne’s 
1 c oun « d team. 

South S O PW6. TrRwt Media Service* 


Jumble 


Unscramble these four words, one 
teller to each square, 10 ronn four 
ordinary words. 


I STOIF 




□ 

19 


NotagataTt 

HD 99 


KOAWE 


CUN T*i#« IMil SMi, K. U MSB II 


WHARRO 


HI HiHIIHf 



WHAT THE FAMfl* 
THOUGHT OF 
MDM5 COOKMG. 


Now arrange (he rirdwJ letten to form ( 
(be surprise inner, as suggested by 1 
tbe shew nrim*]. 


.aWOSMVHJU 
9upjoon s.uiow jo lifSnoqi Xpurcj sip asatsuv 


jwwaxsr MOHHVH aSOAW ISICH :s»*vsuv 


i Words of 
i Wisdom 


| Greatness is bom of ere- i 
1 afivity, of putting ideas 
l together in an unprecedented 
1 way. | 

t . • • j 

! It is better to know the I 
[ worst than to be tortured by 
, uncertainly. 

• * m 

1 If the tongue is the firet 
| choice of weapon, feci are; 
! likely the first choice of | 
j defense. 

1 • * ■ 

j Reading a good book is 
like losing yourself in (hej 
mind of an interesting per -1 
; son. j 

• • • • I 

: To wish to be younger is j 

1 also to wish 10 be more fool- 
| ish than you are now. There's | 

I a price to be paid for turning | 

1 back lime. | 

• • • 

| Good business is the an of 
I making 510 do tbe work of 

I $100. 




b. 


memo, 


“FROM DUSK TILL DAWN" \ Dimension. Si03.92): 
“Pulp Fiction ‘ ’ mentor Quentin Tarantino — who also wrote 
the screenplay here — and “ERV George Clooney are 
teamed in director Robert Rodriguez' (“Desperado") 
extremely violent talc of larcenous brothers who take the 
family of a preacher (Harvey Keitel) hostage, then run afoul 
of vampires. Juliette Lewis and Chcech Marin also are fea¬ 
tured. ** (R: .AS, P, GV) 

“ITS MY PARTY" (MGM/UA. $94.98): A fine ensemble 
cast lends real impact 10 writer-director Randal Kleiscr's 
(“Grease’') drama, based on an experience in his own life. 
Eric Roberts portrays a man dying of AIDS who decides 10 
give himself a final party before taking his life; among those 
featured as attendees are Gregory Harrison. Lee Grant. 
George Segal, Olivia Newton-John and Maricc Matlin. *** 

|"R. p j” 

HELD OVER: “CITY HALL" (ColuinbiafTriStar, 
S 102.65): This superbly New York City-flavored drama 
reunites “Sea of Lore '' director Harold Becker with .AJ Paci¬ 
no. who plays the esteemed mayor of the metropolis. His 
deputy (John Cusack) begins to suspect the administration is 
involved in a policeman's shooting of a black youth; Bridget 
Fonda. Danny Aiello and Martin Landau also are in the sol¬ 
id cast. *** (R: AS, P, V) 

-NATURAL BORN KILLERS: DIRECTOR'S CUT" 
(Vidmark, S29.99): Director Oliver Stone's controversial 
media expose — starring Woody Harrelson and Juliette 
Lewis as a murderous couple on the run — now is available 
in Stone’s original cut. from which a number of sequences 
were deleted to keep the film from an "NC-17" rating for its 
theatrical release. Tornmv Lee Jones also appears. ** * (Not 
rated: .AS, N. P, GV) 

“ AMERICA’S DREAM" (HBO, $94.32): Co-executive- 
produced by Danny Glover — also one of the stars here — 
this made-for-HBO trilogy of stories by African-American 
authors, including Maya AngeJou and Richard Wright, pro¬ 
files people trying to stay focused on their goals while deal¬ 
ing with racism. Wesley Snipes. Jasmine Guy, Vanessa Bell 
Calloway and Carl Lumbly are among the other cast mem¬ 
bers. (PG-13: -AS, P, V) 

COMING SOON: “MR. WRONG” (Touchstone. 
Aug. 20j: Ellen DeGeneres stars as a lady who believes she’s 
found the ideal fellow (Bill Pullman), only to be proven quite 
incorrect. (PG-13) 

“THE SUBSTITUTE" (LIVE, Aug. 20): Tom Berenger 
plays a professional trouble-shooter whose latest challenge is 
serving as a teacher in a violence-ridden school. (R) 

“THINGS TO DO IN DENVER WHEN YOU'RE DEAD '' 
(Miramax, Aug. 20): Andy Garcia plays a reformed mobster 
who’s on die run from some of his former associates. (R) 

FAMILY VIEWING GUIDE KEY: AS. adult situa¬ 
tions: N, nudity; P. profanity; V. violence: GV. particularly 
graphic violence. 

O 199ft. Tribune Media Sen ice* 


Abu Shakra Trading 
Agency Launches Fleur 
d’eau from Rochas 

r , • -1 

MR RAMI Abu ( ~\ r ;V 

Shakra, general . ■* 

manager of Abu - Jf 

Shakra Trading 

the new fragrance ' ' ' / “ 

Reur d'eau. ^ I , 1 ^ js 

Mr Abu Shakra / ! 

limpid, transpar- )} j 

ent, very immedi- yfa . ' 

ate fragrance that ^ 2 ^.' • 

embodies all the ^ ^Tw lF • 

paradox of sim- IB 

plicity. HHHMHHr 

Fleur d'eau are 

two words that jBBp 

word evokes its — 

own universe, softness and sensuality, freshness and puriiy. 
Flower.... Water. Two worlds made for each other. Together 
create a watercolor fragrance brushed in soft, airy strokes. 

Fleur d’eau is a scent to be gathered like honey, a perfume 
to drink with eyes and breath with the skin. 

This fragrance is a double sensation: on one side, a quiet 
lake unruffled by the slightest rippfe. On the other, a virtual 
cascade. 

The woman that wears Fleur d'eau is romantic and modem, 
gentle and adventurous, dreamy and realistic. Her life is all 
contrast—boldness and candor, wi>dom and whim. Child and 
woman in a single body. Innocence and >eJuction in a single 
heart. 

Slop into the water and discover the new aura of Flowers 
“Feur d'eau". the new fragrance from Rochas. The perfume is 
available at Abu Shakra Showrooms and fine perfumeries and 
pharmacies. ■ 
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Benjamin Netanyahou pose ses conditions 

•«D n’y aura pas de progres dans les negociations avec les Palestiniens, y compris snr la 
question d'H£bron. tant qn’Qs n'auront pas ferine leurs bureaux Si Jerusalem*. La declaration 
faite mardi par le Premier ministre isradlien (notre photo ) pose clairement les conditions du 
dialogue avec VAutorite Rationale palestinienne. 

Benjamin Netanyahou vise plusieurs bureaux politiques installis & Jerusalem ainsi que le 
departement des sports installs a la maison d’Orient, sidge qffkieux de VOLPit JirusaJem-EsL 
Selon lui, Yasser Arafat lui aurait promts de lesfermer. 

Cette prise de position assez dure ne devrait cependant pas compromettre les negociations en court 
sur le retrait de Varmee isradlienne de la ville d'Hibron annoncd pour la fin de ce mois. «Le 
gonvernement reprendra serieusement les d£bats k propos do rafaploiement a Hebron, tout en 
suivant de pres le respect par l’autre partie des accords passes* a declare Benjamin Netanyahou. 
Le retrait de I'armS de la majeure partie de la ville a deja pris plus de quatre mois de retard. 

Un plan de rediploiementpresente jeudipar le ministre de la defense Yitzhak Mordehm n'apas 
requ Vaval du mini-cabinet de M.Netanyahou et une nouveUe reunion des ndnistres charges de ce 
dossier n ’a pas encore etefixee. 


SELON 

l 



Comtne dans de 

nombreux pays, ia confiance 
est loin dc tegner entre les 
malades jordaniens et leurs 
ntedecins. La Jordanie a her- 
ite du Liban Ic niveau medi¬ 
cal te plus yieve des pays 
arabes et Amman draine non 
seulement les malades du 
Golfe. d'Arabie Saoudite. 
d'lrak. du Yemen mats aussi 
du Soudan, de ia Lybie et 
bienioi d'Algeric. 

En deux ans. cinq nou- 
velles cliniqucs ont pris 
place dans la competition 
done deux ayant une capaci¬ 
ty de 350 lits et que rien ne 
distingue des centres curo- 
peens les mieux equipts 
dans les spdeiafites les plus 
difficiles comme la chirorgie 
cardio-vasculaire ou la neu- 
ro-chirurgie. Et pour 
s'occuper de ces services, 
uniquement des spydalistes 
jordaniens. 

En dehors des £trangers et 
des malades aisls poss^dant 
une assurance privee. les 
trois quarts des Jordaniens 
nc peuvent se permetire de 
recevoir des soins neces- 
saires dans ces cliniques pri- 
vees et sont obliges de se 
toumer vers les institutions 
pubiiques bondees en per¬ 
manence. Sans parler d une 
proportion non rteeligeable 
de la population qui ne be- 
nyftcie d'aucune couverture 
sod ale. n'ayant pas meme 
de quoi se faire en lever les 
amygdales el qui, lorsque 
survient un gros problfeme 
de santy. n'a que la misfiri- 
corde comme espoir de gu£- 
rison. 

L'absence de confiance 
entre malades et medecins 
est aJimentee en permanence 
par des histoires mi lie fois 
gonfiyes par la vingtaine 
dliebdomadaires k scandale 
qui existent dans ce pays ra- 
contani des erreurs medi- 
cales relevant plus de la sci¬ 
ence-fiction que de la 
nSalite. Des histoires dcriies 
par des pseudo-journal isles 
n'ayant comme diplome que 
celui de la faculte de nuire et 
visant surtout a vendre a une 
population friande d'histoire 
un maximum de joumaux. 

Mais ia raison principale 
de la perte de credibility de 
nombreux medecins jordani¬ 
ens dccoule surtout du com- 
portement inhumain de cer¬ 
tains specialties tits doues 
en commerce et qui se ser- 
vent des' malades et d'une 
sociyty naive et croyame 
pour s'enrichir. 

Ces * requins *• sont ccrtes 
minoritaires et montrys du 
doigt pour leur habilete a 
duper des families. D'autre 
part, grace a des commis¬ 
sions payees ii un vaste te- 
seau dc collaborateurs allant 
des chauffeurs de taxi a 
I'ayroport aux propriytaires 
d'appartements meubles en 
passant par des rclais actifs 
dans certaines cliniques et 
ambassadcs, ils alimentent 
sans cesse leur recnitement 
et leur pratique de la mCdc- 
cine commerciaie. 

Le pouvoir de ces 
«requins* tient aussi 5 
l’absence d'un conseil de 
I'ordre digne de ce nom qui 
les couvre indirectement par 
son inertie. ils beneficient de 
plus d'une couverture mydia- 
tique qui leur accorde une 
grandeur et un hum an is me 
inteprochables. allant jusqu'ii 
vanter chaque mois leurs 
a vam-premieres mondiales 
que les occidenraux ne sa- 
vent pas faire! II convient dc 
rajouter qu'en dehors du 
pounrenrage clsssique que 
certains specialistes rever- 
sent a leurs intermydiaircs. 
le respect confratemel 

n’existe pas vraiment et 1 c 
vol des patterns entre eux est 
monnaie courante. 

Mais rassurez-.vous. M 6 - 
me si parmi les It .000 
mydecins jordaniens. cctte 
"organisation v limitee est 
fortemenr active, elle ne par- 
vient tout de mgme pas ii 
empficher les honnetes gens 
de travailler de fa^on cor- 
recte et compeienfe. ■ 

Souhail A1 Sweis 


Jordanie 


Un climat tendu apres d’importantes emeutes 

La Jordanie a cotinu cette setnaine des troubles importants dans le sud du pays a la suite de Ventree en vigueur de 
l' augmentation du prix du pain. De nombreux manifestants ont reclame le retrait fie cette mesure et la demission du 
Premier ministre Abdel Karim Kabariti. Si les rues de Kerak . Tafileh ou Ma ’an sont desormais calmes en raison de la 
presence d’importantes forces policieres et militaires, la situation politique et sociale reste cependant tendue . 

Calnn lor nil-tic InrHo- /hip Ii Inrvtinip .1 I’nnniK la CP- rf.ins If* rips revindications IlflllP Ill— I —■—■ 'III !■■■ Ii' ■ I—IMTIW 


Apres Une semaine 
tendue marquee par deux jours 
d’ymeutes assez importantes 
dans le sud du pays «voir enca- 
dre). la Jordanie semble au- 
jourd'hui avoir retrouvy son 
calme. Un retour a la normal 
du en grande partie a la pre¬ 
sence massive de policiers et 
de militaires. noiamment k Ke¬ 
rak. Un couvre-feu altege a ete 
maintenu a Kyrak. des policiers 
et des soldats continuant de pa- 
trouilier dans la ville. 
L’altegemem de ces mesures de 
security devrait se poursuivre 
dans les jours h venir jusqu'Jt ce 
que la ville retrouve une vie 
normaie. 

Plusieurs partis politiques 
d’opposition. le parti Hached. 
proche du From democratiquc 
pour la Liberation de la Pales¬ 
tine. et le parti baasiste arabe 
jordanien esseniiellemenu de- 
mandent aujourd'hui la libera¬ 
tion de nombreux membres ou 


ymeutes. Selon les partis jorda¬ 
niens de gauche, une quaran- 
taine de cadres politiques serai- 
ent sous les verrous a la suite 
de ces emeutes. Officiellement, 
130 personnes accusfies d'avoir 
dyclenche ou pris part aux 
manifestadons violentes. ont 
ete apprehendiSes k Kyrak apres 
les ymeutes. Mardi. une dizaine 
d'adolescents n'ayant. selon les 
autoritys jordaniennes. *com- 
mis aucun acte criminel* a dyja 
ety relachye. Des liberations 
qui devnuent continuer dans 
lesjoursk venir. 

Le front de 1'Action isla- 
mique a (ui dyjS appele' k 
d'autres manifestations. 11 vou- 
lait organiser une marche paci- 
fique rassemblant •'.un million 
d'affaires:* vendredi dans la 
capitale. Mais cette marche n'a 
pas yty autorisye par le min- 
istere de I'lnterieur. Dycharge 
par le roi Hussein de toute rc- 
sponsability dans les troubles 


que ia Jordanie a connus la se¬ 
maine demi&re, le FAI a besoin 
aujourd'hui de rappeler son op¬ 
position aux projets gouveme- 
mentaux d'augmentation du 
prix du pain. Une prise de posi¬ 
tion qu'il emend bien continuer 
de faire entendre de maniere 
non-violente. allant ainsi contre 
les nombreuses idees revues 
qui lui donnent une image 
d'organisation violente ou ter- 
roriste. 

Dans les rings par I e me n- 
taiies. un certain mycontente- 
ment se fait aussi entendre. 
L’intemjption de la session par- 
lementaire extraordinaire a pro- 
voquy la colere de certains d 6 p- 
utys qui ont l'impression que 
leurs voix n'influent pas vrai- 
ment sur la politique gouveme- 
mentale et que leur rote reste 
limite. 

Dc plus, les rycentes ddclara- 
lions du Premier ministre Ab¬ 
del Karim Kabariti ne vont pas 


Ammarin le heros de Kerak 


Nazih Ammarin. connu de- 
puis longtemps pour ses posi¬ 
tions modyrees. est devenu un 
heros pour la population de 
Kyrak paice qu'il a ety le seul 
dypuiy parmi neuf auires ddpu- 
tes de Kerak h avoir critiquy la 
dycision du gouvemement de 
pratiquement mpler le prix du 
pain. 

Alors que d'importantes 
ymeutes se dyroulaient vendre¬ 
di et samedi dans le sud du 
pays, tout le monde s'inty- 
ressait aux relations conflic- 
tuelles qui existaient entre 
M. Ammarin et le Premier min¬ 
istre Abdel Karim Kabariti. 

La popularity de ce dypute 
s'est accrue lorsque celui-ci a 
regu un coup de tdiyphone du 
Premier ministre. Au couns de 
cette conversation. M.Am- 


marin s est fait insul- 
td pour avoir accepuS de 
jouer le role 
d’intermydiaire entre 
les emeuliers et le gou- 
vememenL Le ministre 
des Transport, Jamal 
Saraireh. qui est aussi 
un deputy de Kerak, l'a 
ensuite aussi appeiy 
pour Tinsulter 
D£s Jors, M.Am¬ 
marin est devenu une 
victime et un hyro pour 
avoir osy affronter le 
gouvememenL 
E( dans les dmeutes et 
actes de vandalisme qui 
sont produits 5 Kyrak, la cli- 
nique du Dr. Ammarin est re¬ 
stye intacte. El meme le gou- 
vemeur de Kyrak a envoyd un 
tyiygramme au roi Hussein 



Le dipute Nazih Ammarin 


les 

se 


pour protester contre les 
propos tenus par des membres 
de son gou vememem 
MM.Ammarin ct Kabariti se 
sont finalement reconciliys. 
Mais avec cette crise. Ammar¬ 
in est devenu le symbole de 
I'inidgrit y ct le hyro de Ky- 
rak.B S.K. 


dans le sens des revindications 
des manifestants. La demission 
du gouvemement jordanien qui 
avail eiy de man dee par les 
manifestants mais aussi par les 
deputys et les partis 
d'opposition ne semble pas etre 
a I'ordre du jour. - Je ne vais 
pas demissionner. Je suis de 
ires content de Paction de man 
gouvemement* a declary 
M.Kabariti. 11 a rappele qu'il ne 
reviendrait pas sur la dycision 
de pratiquement Lripler le prix 
du pain. 11 a insiste sur le fait 
que les depenses pubiiques de- 
vaient encore tiduites pour 
combler le dyficit budgetaire. 
demandant notamment a 
I'administration et aux min- 
isteres de dypenser le moins 
possible. 

Contrastant avec le ton 
ferine de M.Kabariti. le roi 
Hussein a lui promis d'engaser 
un dialogue dymocratique une 
fois que~ la situation serait h 
nouveau calme. II a annonce 
que certains changements au- 
raient bientot lieu de fa^on h 
permettre au peuple de vivre 
dans de meilleures conditions. 
* Tout d’abord. nous vonlons 
voir la situation revenir au 
cabnc el ensuite nous essaie- 
rons J'aider a ameliorer les 
chases. Nous ullons faire tout 
ce que nous pouvons pour aid¬ 
er les gens a realiser leurs es- 
perances dans le cadre de la 
democratic el du respect des 
droits de PHonune. du respect 
de la vie parlementaire et du 
respect d'un gouvemement 
dont Pobjcctif est de servir les 
interets du peuple • a declare le 
souverain hachymite. 

II a meme Jaisse entendre que 
des augmentations de salaires 
ytaient H I'etude, iranchant ainsi 
avec la politique d'austerity ap- 
pliquee par M.Kabariti. Dans 
un discours deli vry mardi dans 
le nord du pays a Ramtha. une 



Saeda Kilani et 
Olivier Bras 


Samedi a Kerak, les manifestants commencent a se rassembler en debut d’apres-midi sous 
Voeii des forces de securite. 

rdgion ou il jouit d’une grande 
popularity, le roi Hussein a it 
nouveau insite sur le besoin 
- d'aller de I'avant sur la voie 
du dialogue*. 

II reste 5 savoir maintenant 
si cette proposition de dialogue 
suffira a ramener le calme dans 
le pays. Car e’est avant tout 
pour lutter contre le coiit de la 
vie et I'inflation des prix 'que - 
les Jordaniens sont descendus 
dans la rue. 

Or il ne semble pas que le 
gouvemement d'Abdel karim 
Kabariti soil pret k revenir sur 
sa politique yconomique et la 
hausse du prix du painJI 


Deux j ours d ’emeutes j 

Les iSmeotes ^ui ont JoitJanie-cctte semaine: sesoi^i 

essendcilem^acbncemiies .sikdeok joubn&esc 
medL Les priBdp^esc,'^^ tbuc$&$^ patpesi ^uiottyemetd^^fc? 
protestation.ontK&^-ifafiJdi epMa'an: ‘. .i" '■ : 

A KSrak et Tafileh, "^*s. troubled odt coVrtcheBcy .veqdfedi en; 
milieu, de jmimye!- peo fa fiir .de la priSre? Si les troubles*, 

^lamia k tes aotwife- 

ys. ayant .coap^.^ , ylgctrtatcr.fa^y>J^e de Ma'an a eiiii'coiHiu ’une . 
nlutagfoye.*: " ^ ■ •' »•:**' ; 

; ^Cest sejcibTemera. a la memerheure 'qce les-fimeutes" otrf cat -’ 

; suite repris saiTH^ VKfirak^ jiisqu'a '^Tafin^'htiertfiehne' 

-• et- demote, utt'couyre-feu: A'vK€rak. I&s/ligries t€iypltcffiiqiKS:. 
ont ensuite.yry coupdes ^pfasiems uprises. * 

Dans la nuit de samedi a dimanche, le calme ytait reverary 
dans rensefr±»le.du. pays r mis & pat fa quartier de Tziftyleh ^ 
Amrnan-qni a albrs co^nquelques ychmrffburyes^ en&er faptp. 
Keecteo^roo3Qdmanifest^^ . ' : • . .. 1 ' tj . 


France # Zarka ^ 

La sculpture s’invite dans la rue Un festival de problemes 


Depuis plusieurs semaines, les Champs-Elysees se sont transformes en immense musee 
de plein-air pour accueillir 48 sculptures monumentales. Une exposition c/ui rassemble 
aussi bien les oeuvres de Giacometti ou Cesar que celles d'artistes moins connus. 


Les champs die la 

sculpture - litre donne par la 
Ville de Paris it cette exposition 
qui sort des sentiere battus of- 
frent 5 des dizaines de mi I tiers 
de promeneurs ytonnys un pan¬ 
orama it ciel ouvert de la sculp¬ 
ture modeme europyenne. de¬ 
puis la fin du XlX^me si&cle 
jusqu'aux annyes soixante. ln- 
stallees tous les 25 metres de 
parr et d'autre de la plus belle 
avenue du monde sur un par- 
cours d’un kilometre, ces oeuv¬ 
res gigantesques ont yty soig- 
neusement aJignyes k quatres 
metres des arbres. sans que ion 
ait touchy k la moindre fieur 
dans un environnement qui est, 
k lui seul, un monument histo- 
rique. 

A tout seigneur tout honneur 
e'est le monumental Balzac de 
Rodin qui ouvre la marche. in¬ 
stall sur un ynorme socle au 
milieu du Rond-Point des 
Champs-Elysyes. La statue, 
commandye au scuipteur en 
1891 et exposye au Salon de 
IS98, avail k 1'ypoque fait scan- 
dale et avail ety refus^e, et ce 
n’est qu'en 1939 qu'elle fut fi- 
nalcment insta!16e prfes d’un car- 
refour parisien d'ou elle n'avait 
jusqu'ii prysent jamais bougc. 

A I'autre bout du parcours. 
place de la Concorde, une qua- 
rante-neuvidme -oeuvre- n’est 
visible qu'une fois la nuit tom- 
bye: e'est leclairage en bleu in¬ 
tense de 1'obyiisque de Louxor. 
imagine en 1958 par le champi¬ 
on du bleu que fui le pcimre 
Yves Klein, mais r 6 alisy pour la 
premiere fois seulement en 
1983. Tout pr£s de I'obyiisquc, 
La fieur qui marche de Fernand 
Leger. dressc h une hauteur de 
six metres ses pdiales de bronze 
peint de couleurs vives. 

En cours de route, on croise, 
en faisanl le lour des sculptures 
solidement amarrecs sur leurs 
socles, routes les tendances de 
I'art contemporain: cubisme. 
surryalisme. abstraction, 

^nouveau ryalisme-. cinytisme 
etc... Tous les matyriaux aussi. 
du bronze au polyester en pass¬ 
ant par la pierre^Ie fer, Ic gran- 
it. le bois, I'acier. I'aluminium. 


le beton et la ni- 
sine. 

Quelques ve¬ 
dettes tres remar- 
qudes attirent 
plus particu- 
liyrement I'oeil 
des passants; La 
femme debout de 
Picasso. qui 
trouve le moyen 
d'etre iyg&re ‘et 
juvynile malgrc 
ses sept tonnes 
de byton et ses 
six metres de 
haul, le Prophkie 
de Pablo Gargal- 
!o. demfare oeuv- 
re nSalisee par le 
scuipteur avant 
sa mort. avec sa 
technique du md- 
tal ddcoupy laiss- 
ant dans la sculp¬ 
ture 

d'importantes 
parties yvidyes. 

La grande musi- 
cien-ne. nue, 
route en couibes, de Henri La¬ 
urens. bien yioigny ici du cubis¬ 
me de ses premieres anndes ou 
Le verrou d’Henry Moore, avec 
ses formes rondes cmboiides 
les unes dans les autres comme 
des os articuiys. 

Non loin de \k. POrage et 
POuragane. deux puis sanies 
statues en bronze de Germaine 
Richier. font 6 :ho k 
I'ynigmaiique Couple assis du 
scuipteur anglais Lynn Chad¬ 
wick. dont les visages sont rem- 
placds par des formes g 6 omy- 
triques. et a un autre Couple cn 
pierre, presque abstrait dans ses 
vi gou reuses formes 61ancees. 
du Beige Eugene Dodeigne. 

Les 24 triangles en acier de 
ia Fontaine 12x12 triangles 
convexes de Pol Bury, spyda- 
liste beige des sculptures hy- 
drauliqucs mucs par ie poids de 
leau. s'agitent avec lygeretd 
dans un bruissement syncope. 
Autre Fontaine en mouvement: 
celie du Suisse Jean Tinguely, 
une machine en fer animfie par 
des moteurs et qui projette de 
I'eau. tandis que juste k cote, le 
radar eolien du Grec Takis 



Le deuxieme festival pour enfants de Zarka cohnait toute une 
serie de difpcultes dues notamment a son emplacement. La 
cohabitation est en effet difficile avec les footballeurs prives 
du stade municipal pour une duree de quinze jours. 


«C‘est finL Nous 
avons eu tellemeni d'ennuis 


de- 


Pres d’une cinquantaine de sculptures sont exposees sur Vavenue des 
Champs-Elysees a Paris. 


dressc au sommet d'une vis 
d'Archim&de un bras mytallique 
ou frymissent au moindre souf¬ 
fle d'air deux plaques 
d'aluminium. 

Diversfte et 
interrogations 

Deux oeuvres ont creyes 
spycialement pour fexposition 
des Champs-Eiysycs: Captain 
Nemo, une monumemale accu¬ 
mulation d'alambics de parfu- 
merie en cuivre ryalisiSe par le 
Franfais Arman, el la sphere 
Lutetia de Jesus Rafael Soto 
fVynyzuellien inslalle en 
France), dont les centaines de 
tiges mytalliqucs suspendues. 
pcinles cn rouge, blanc et noir. 
oscilfant lygyremem au vent 
dans une infinic variation 
d'effets optiques. 

Quant k la pittoresque Blum, 
Nana jaitne de Niki de Saint- 
Phalle. une 6 norme baigneuses 
en polyester aux fesses rebond- 
ies. gonfiyes comme un ballon, 
courant sur une plage imagi- 
naire, elle amuse beaucoup les 
promeneurs, sans visiblement 
convaincre bon nombre d'entre 
■eux qui semblcnt se poser des 


questions sur certains aspects 
de I'art contemporain. 

Incertitudes que ne suscitent 
pas les sculptures de Maillol. 
Rodin et Bourdelle presentees 
en plusieurs points du parcours. 

L’exLreme diversity des ten¬ 
dances de la sculpture euro¬ 
pyenne du XXfeme siecle se 
manifesto encore dans d'autres 
oeuvres comme celles des Es- 
pagnols Julio Gonzalez, Eduar¬ 
do Chillida ct Antoni Clave, 
des Suisses Max Bill et 
Francois Stahly. I'un des rarcs 
sculptcurs a conccvoir pour le 
plcin-air des oeuvres cn bois. 
La lisle est longue des artistes 
reputes ou moins connus. dont 
les oeuvres trdnent sur (es 
Champs-Elysees. 

C'est la deuxieme fois que cette 
avenue aecueille ce type 
d'yvynement. aprfes les colos- 
sales statues ob&ses du Colomb- 
ien Fernando Bolero en 1992. 
Le succes avail alors eiy aussi 
consequent que pour cette ex¬ 
position qui devrait & I'auromne 
s'envoler pour Tokyo. ■ 

Claudine Canetti 


que nous n'allons pas recum 
mencer Pannee prochaine 
dare I'un des organisateurs du 
festival. Fayez al Qaisy. 

Tout s’est ma! engage* depuis 
Ic dybut dc cctte ydition 1996. 
L'annye demiere. pour le pre¬ 
mier festival des enfants. ia 
municipality avail mis a dispo¬ 
sition le seul grand pare public 
de la ville, dans le centre-ville. 
Mais depuis. le pare a 616 louy 
ci un particulier ct Zarka. la 
deuxieme ville du royaume en 
population qui corapte un mil¬ 
lion d'habitants. ne dispose plus 
d'aucun end roi t pour accueillir 
ce festival. Si ce n'esi le stade 
municipal de football. 

Les footballeurs sont furieux 
de se voir dC'loger de leur terri- 
toirc. ce qui est bien compre- 
henssible. «C'est le plus grand 
stade de foot de la Jordanie* 
explique le responsable des 
clubs de football de Zarka. Mo¬ 
hammed Taher Khawaldi. 
" 6 OV 0 des tnalchs ont lieu ici. 
Nous avons du retarder tons 
les matches du championnat et 
les footballeurs ne peuvent plus 
s'emrainer*. 

Jusqu'a la demitre minute, 
les footballeurs ont tentd de 
faire revenir la municipality sur 
sa dycision. Et ce n’est que le 
jour meme de I'ouverture du 
festival que ses organisateurs 
ont re?u la confirmation de 
I'acuibution du terrain. "Nous 
etions alors prets a faire ce fes¬ 
tival dans la rue* declare Tun 
des organisateurs. Kassem 
Smirat. 

Mais Jes ennuis du festival 
ne s'arrctcnt pas I&. Le nom de 
Zarka n'dlant pas considdry 
comme trts *vendeun> pour les 
grandes compagnies. ii a ftd 
impossible dc irouver des spon¬ 
sors. - Tomes les compagnies 
que nous avons contactees 
nous ont repondu qu'elles etai- 
ent pretes it nous aider si ce 
festival avoir lieu b Amman* se 
lamente Fayez al Qaisy. 

Les organisateurs sc sont ret- 
rouves avec tellemeni peu de 


resources qu’ils n’ont pu im- 
primer ni affiche ni pro¬ 
gramme. 

Pour faire de la publicity a ce 
festival, ils vouIaienL comme 
I'annec passde. organiser un 
dyfiiy k iravers la ville. Mais 
manque de chance, en raison 
de la situation tendue que con- 
nait le pays, le pr 6 fet leur a in- 
terdit: on aurait pu prendre leur 
cortege pour celui de manifest- 
anis protestant contre la hausse 
du prix du pain. 

Prives d'eau 

'La seule aide que nous ax¬ 
ons trowee, e'est aupres Je 
PAmbassade de France qui 
nous a prete six films, un pro- 
jecteur et un ecran, et qui a 
forme un projectionnisie» con- 
fie Fayez Al Qaisy. Les films 
sont en fran^ais. sous-titres en 
arabe. «Les enfants sont pour 
la plupan beaucoup trap 
jeunes pour poin'oir dMtiffrer 
assez rapidement les sous- 
titres. Mais ils sont tout de 
meme trbs contents de voir les 


unages.» 

Le festival n'est pas vraiment 
le bienvenu sur le stade de fooL- 
ball et les employes munici- 
paux chargys dc son entretien 
le font bien senlir. 

Au moindre coup de vent, 
les spectaieurs sont envelopp£s 
par des nuages de sable. Les or¬ 
ganisateurs attendent toujours 
un nSservoir d'eau qui leur per- 
meurait d'arroser le sol... el 
d'ytancher ia soif des gosses. 

Le service d'ordre est lui 
aussi assurd par des gardiens 
du stade. Et e’est k coup de ba¬ 
guettes que les gamins qui se 
permetteni de danser ou de 
courir sont ramenys sur leurs 
chaises. 

Et maigry tout cela, le festi¬ 
val est un succes. Des cen¬ 
taines d'enfanls s'y pres sent 
tous les soirs. 

Tn^hafleuxdcpouwerfeiiou^ 

er a ZMcades activtes ogarefe k far 
in&tioa ■ 

Claudlnq Assad 


Le programme du festival 

Le Festival des enfants de Zarka se poursuit jusqu'au 28 aoflt 
au stade municipal. Trois films fran^ais sous-titres en arabe sont 
notamment 3 I affiche cette semaine.Tous les jours, les organisa¬ 
teurs ouvrent le micro aux enfants k partir de 18h00. 

Jeudi 22 aoftt 
19h30: Forum sur la protec¬ 
tion de la famille 
21h00: «Cendrillon>. par la 
club d'arts populaires et de 
thyfare de Zarqa 


Vendredi 23 aoflt 

19h30: Groupe folklorique 
de (’Association tchytchdne et 
circassienne 

21h00: CinSma: «Le roi ct 
i'oiseau* 

Samedi 24 aoflt 

19h30: le monde de Walt 
Disney 

20H30: Demonstration de 
karate 

2Ih: Thyiire: «La boite aux 
notes magiques» 


Dimanche 25 aoflt 
19h30: Groupe folklorique 
B raheem-al-Hanouna 
2 ] hOO: Cinema «5alu( Par¬ 
is* 

Land! 26 aoflt 
19h30: groupe musical 
20h30: spectacle 
21h00: Groupe Dad Dayat 

Mardi 27 aoflt 
19h3Q: Association QnJtu - 
lnb El Khateb 
20h30: groupe Lai a Lina 
21 h30: Cinema *Le petit di- 
ablev' 

Mercredi 26 aoflt 
19h30: Musique 
20h30: Distribution de cat- 
tificats aux participants 
21h00: Chorale de Zarka- 
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Activities 


Government Depts. 


Royal Cultural Centre.661021/7 

American Centre Ubnuy.— 820101 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute.. 641993 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish).610858 

Turkish Cultural Centre.639777 

Haya Arts Centre... 665195 

V.W.C.A... 641793 

Y.WMA -664251 

Daral al Funun __ _643252 

Alia Art Gallery.639303 

Baladna Art Gallery.... 657132 

Nabil Al Mashini The;:Te.675571 

Nabil & Hisham's Theatre-625155 


Concord Cinema ..... 677420 

Pitta Cinema..*99238 

Philadelphia Cinema. 6.34144 

Sports Clubs 

Al Hussein Sports City.6b718 t/S 

Orthodox Club.SI040] 

Royal Automobile Club.815410 

Royal Shooting Club.736572 

■Royal Chess Club.673713 

Royal Racing Club.09-80)233 

Jordan Bridge Club. b709W 

Amman Mun. Library.036111 

llniv. of Jordan Library.843555 

R-S.CJ4. ...837931/837937 



To book- your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic Sign Boards on the ' 
of SAFEWAY Bldg_ 65HNANA Center - Jabal Alhussicn & DOWNTOWN call 6B0BS7 


The Prime Ministry.641211 

Amman Greater Municipality.636111 

Agriculture.6S615I 

Aw-qaf & Islamic Affairs.66614} 

Culture/ Jabal Amman.636391 

Education & Higher Education.6691 SI 

Energv St Mineral Resources.815615 

Finance.636321 

Foreign Affairs....b4436J 

Industry & Trade.663191 

Information.641467 

Interior Ministry.663111 

Justice.6631U1 


Labour.698186 

Municipalities & Environment....... 641393 

Parliamentary Affairs..641211 

Planning.-.644466 

Post & Communications.624301 

Public Health .665131 

Public Works & Housing .6684S1 

Social Development.673191 

Supplies..602121 

Tourism & Antiquities.642311 

Transport.641461 

Water it Irrigation.680100 

Youth / University.604701 


Diplomatic Corps 



..64I27I/2 


. 673246/7 


641635 


. 664148/9 


.. 642183 


. 675683 

Bulgarian . 

Canadian . 

Chilean . 

. 818151 

__ 666124 

. 823360 


Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek. 671331/2 

Hungarian..815614 

Icelandic Consulate. 698851 

Indian .. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi .;.639331 

Kalian. 638185 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 6413S1 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands..61 9699 / 619693 

New Zealand Consulate.636720 

North Korean .666349 

orwegian Embassy. 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine.-.-.677517 

People's Rep. of China. 666139 

Philippines.„. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian. 667738 

Russian. 641158 

Saudi Arabian. 814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.861542 

Sri Lanki. Consulate .645312 

South Korean.660745/6 

South Africa..811194 

Spanish.614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan... o71530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish .. 641251 

U.A.E. .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom..'.......-.... 823100 

United States.820101 

Yemen. 642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.694351/8 

1CRC. 688645 

UNDP/WFP . 668171/7 

UNRWA . 607398 

UNICEF. 629571 

UNESCO. 606559 


Airlines 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico. 694802 

Air Canada.630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India .688301/2 

Air Lanka .682140 

Alitalia...625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines..665909 

British Midland.694802 

British Airways .828801 

Cathay Pacific.628596 

China Airlines. 636232 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air.630011 

Emirates Airlines.643341 

Gulf Air.653613 

Hungarian Airlines . 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air .. 622826 

Japan Airlines .630879 

KLM.622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines.643831/2 

Lufthansa.601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.636104 

Olympic. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines.640200 

PIA . 625981 

Polish Airlines.625981 

Qantas.862288 

Royal Jordanian.678321 

Saudia..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines.604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines.694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air. 622147 

United Airlines.641959 

USAir.694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian.637380 

Thai Airways.637195 

Trans World Airline.623430 

Tkukish Airlines .659102 

Yemenia .Airways.628175 

Queen Alia Airport..... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police. 192/621111 

Civil Defence H Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.(.22090/93 

Ambulance.199 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Traffic Police. 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police. 787111 

Hospitals 

Aklch Maternity.642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abduli. 664104/6 

Al-Basbir. Ashrafieli ...775I J J/2o 
A l-Mu usher Hospital.... 6o7227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army, Murk a.891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 
Italian-Al-Muhujrcen.....777KH/3 
Jabal Amman Maiemily . 642362 : 

Khaledi Maternity..’. 64428 I/O 

Malhas, J. Amman.o3ol4) 

Palestine. Shincisani.604171/4 

Queen Alia Hospital. .. 602240/50 

Shmcisani HuspiiaJ.60743 J 

The Islamic. Ahdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital. 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints.121 

Prices complaints.6661S1 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


Al-Cazar . 

Aqaba. 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel. 

Aquamarina 1. 

Coral Beach.. 

Holiday Int'l. 

Miramar. 


. 314131 

.314091 

.316636 

.316250 

.313521 

.312426 

.314340 


Special offer 

From 1 until 30 April 
Large Pizza for Medium Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


hiae?? S?. To?. 36213** 

Kefciao .Inter Center 


1 o .Advertise in this 
space, call us at 


|j| Co/77/bri 
Hotel Suites 
Luxury 

Comfort j £ 
jS Service' ^ 
jt„ Location j i 

In the ^ of j 3 
Sweifyieh 1 ® 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


fir 


FREDDY FOR MUSIC 
A name that you trust 

CARDENS ST 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 



Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Daroll Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 


ADAMi|p 

Cure Restaurant 

Different 

■guv ® 1 

.JaK-I Amman i iv. fc45Z2 M 



r » hospitality i 

>r" 




.ass* 

Beauty Institute 

* 

O Facials 

O Body skin treatmmi 
O Make-up 

O European manicures <S: 
pedicures 



. l *.\T.v.*. CizS- 


Funny Bunny Funny Bunny 

rpSs THE BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
W DELICIOUS 

j!ftOA AND CERTAINLY 
AM Iff. THE BEST 
If l; HUM BERGER IN 
YfJi TOWN 

rC ysl\ \ Burger. Roast. 
\T / Chicken 

( \S \Almadinah Aim mum anti Si. 



“ Pizza Hui offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal " 

“ Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 



True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star diving center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 



Make Car 
Rental Simple 


S.'liV.t'i:- 



NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



I 



Many Villas & Apanements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
call 

. . / r, , , 

Tel. 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE .... 

JUST VISIT 



T e 1:6 6 6 7 0 5 


Kggr&SZ&i 

I-W isai.S' 

twsrtsK'.'a 

,;WK5 ■.!&?;, 


The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
nearAhliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


!ms . . ,p«i> ^ 

afanisap^- 

pintail. ,-pff- 

. i ^ 1 

ice- 

t la . ' 


que j; J7 ” f 

2 Ih'U- 

M 3h ' e " 

* 


ft -i TV \ S-* T -T- T- f V n 1.1 f 

aQaBA GcLr hi/iiL 


* si * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


For reservations call (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 318246 


^ \ ; =W; 
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The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

i IUNE-lN.TVkfc.YWA\ &DKU\tKVj 
Mm a st. Jab*r Trude Center 

M: 32193$ 



VkESsV 


UIS CENTRE FOR BfflCS SEHRCES 

* Professional Drycleaning 
*Shoes Repair 
*Darning 
*Engraving 

^Upholstery & Carpel Cleaning 
Al - Jaber & Housing Bank Shopping Centers 

Tel: 679947 


THE TOP THREE HIGH CLASS FASHION HOUSES IN GERMAN > 

\ 

/ Available at >> r ^ t 
KAREMAN JANARD Boutique BE j\ j 


The most deUcioos 
Arabic Sweets 


Alt types of Bread 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. Tel. 820099 


\ 1 f-. 

■- >. ; / • 




^ • ■— -i V' \ ; y 




g f :i i *' ^ :* - .) W 

D E a J }j g I H '■ r V ■; 2 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca St. Phone : 821656 & 814714 


CARRIAGE CARRIAGE 






i 


yd 


carriage V Rentacar carriage carriage 

-i-_ntVU6 1 * -- 


CARRIAG E CA RRIAGE JB&ITCZcC- r'l /LZztO S^T^yiC£ ‘US;* 

3 £1 WasfiAl-TalSt we offer:- _ 4 

Tel: 695180 \ Computerized Engine Check Electro Mechanical car check r. • E 

rp' ASOZIR } ❖ Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance maintanance ~ ; 

I ^ ^ V./.RAK5-:iy ❖OilChange 

' !S '^' ^ WasfiAl-TalSt. Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 ^ 



ii® 




Not all “ cafe's 44 are £0k 

created equal 

A Touch Of Class In ^ 

True Arabian Style 


Al- Shmcisani\ Near Ata Ali, Middle East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 


The Place For Finest CSi TW- —- - 

Arabic Setting .^y : %V'' f;y3 fFP- dr-' : 1 -- *- : '/ - r -, 

Close Enough To Get ; ' v ? "v % .. '"7, ' ; ; . j' - ;■* 

A way From It All 3)}:- - ;■ : ; C. T. : : • ’.7, •. 7 7 '' 77 w ‘^ 7i77L’ • 

Bide. Tel : 698005 ’. -7 
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COMPUTING & HIGH TECH 


Edited by Zeid Nasser 


i 
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One year later, a look at Access and NETS: 

Measuring up Jordan’s on-line services 


The Internet as an effective distribution channel: 

Marginal costs, no 
more in cyberspace 


By Jawad Abbassi 

Special 10 The Star 

SOFTWARE DEVELOP¬ 
MENT has been a very lucra¬ 
tive business for the successful 
developers. The success stories 
of Microsoft. Adobe. Novel 
and Netscape, to name are 
but a few. all attest to this, i— 
These successful software |=i| 
companies have capital- 
ized on one of Software's ^ 
peculiar features, namely See¬ 
the very low marginal 
cost of producing it. *§!! 

The bulk of cost asso- H'i 
dated in developing soft¬ 
ware goes to the initial 
research, design, code 
writing and manual writ¬ 
ing stages, while the cost 
of producing an extra unit 
of software (marginal 
cost) is usually very low 
and is mainly the cost of be 
printing manuals and 
packaging the product. This 
underlines software's profita¬ 
bility since marginal cost will 
always be lower than marginal 
revenue (defined as revenue 
generated by every additional 
software package produced). A 
brilliant example of this would 
be the DOS and Windows 
operating systems that come 
installed on every new com¬ 
puter made by the big com¬ 
puter makers like Dell and 
Compaq: these companies pay 
Microsoft the price of every 
copy installed while the cost to 
Microsoft is virtually zero (the 
product is already developed 
and all is needed is to just 
install ill. 

The Internet promises to 
make software development 
even more of a lucrative busi- 

yy.y r t;- -|7 smEg 


ness than it already is; it is driv¬ 
ing the marginal cost for pro¬ 
ducing software to a point 
where" it becomes negligible. 
Different software companies 
have started using the Internet 
as a medium for distributing 
their software to their custom- 
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ers which eliminates transporta¬ 
tion and packaging costs. A 
new development on the Inter* 
net also promises to eliminate 
the cost of printing manuals: 
Adobe has introduced a new 
format that allows manuals and 
any printed materials to be 
viewed on the computer exactly 
as it appears in real life. 
Adobe's Portable Document 
Formal (PDF) allows users of 
any computer platform i Apple. 
Windows. DOS or UNIX) to 
view the document regardless 
of what operating system was 
used to create it. Furthermore. 
PDF's seamless integration 
with the? HTML standard of the 
web promises to broaden the 
use of this new technology. 

With the above new 
advances in mind, it is hardly 

za^arjtarsaicaaua 


surprising that most big soft¬ 
ware developers are placing 
their products on the Internet to 
be downloaded for trial pur¬ 
poses, reviews and retail. Com¬ 
panies tike Netscape and 
Microsoft allow for download¬ 
ing their web browsers (Navi¬ 
gator and Explorer. 
b . imi J respectively) from 
1 IKL ~ their web sites 

• (www.microsoft.co 
m & 
cH 5 - www.netscape.com) 
.: ; % which is part of their 

"' plans to capture 

V- '’£$'4! mar ket share in the 
S i-tfcl-b web browsers busi- 
i -BsYfiY ness at no cost what- 
5 ; i soever except for 
a the cost of maintain- 

‘ in S their we ^ 

presence. 

With such a pro- 
found effect of the 
,r: l lr jmet on the mar- 

g.nal cost of produc¬ 
ing software, many questions 
arise regarding two important 
issues: Pricing of software and 
Piracy. On the issue of pricing, 
the diminishing marginal cost 
should also—if software devel¬ 
opers are fair—translate into a 
decrease in marginal revenue 
which will translate into lower 
prices for software. On the 
piracy note, software develop¬ 
ers have to devise new meth¬ 
ods for protecting software to 
ensure that only people who 
bought the software can use the 
full potential of a copy down¬ 
loaded from the Internet. This 
could happen by incorporating 
serial numbers for software to 
allow it to work properly where 
these serial numbers can’t be 
obtained except after the soft¬ 
ware's price is paid. Further- 


By Jabra Farid Ghneim 

Special to The Star 

IT'S BEEN a little bit more 
than a year since the establish¬ 
ment of the first on-line ser¬ 
vices in Jordan; and it’s worth 
taking a look at how the com¬ 
panies in charge of bulletin 
board services "have handled 
the business. I will look at the 
companies involved from a 
strategic point of view, by 
examining the elements that 
make a good on-line service 
and then applying these ele¬ 
ments to the two main BBS - — 
both of which I subscribed to. 

Service: 

Service is one key element 
to success in cyber services. 
Service does noL consist only 
of building a good relationship 
with Che customer (even though 
this is a very important part). A 
good service includes building 
a relationship of trust with the 
customer. Any frustration con¬ 
tributes to dissatisfaction and 
thus defection from the service. 
In the case of cyberspace-based 
services, that relationship of 
trust is enhanced if. for exam¬ 
ple. the customer accesses the 
service successfully every 
morning and gets his e-mail 
with minimal frustration. 

In the past year I subscribed 
to both ACCESS and NETS, 
employees of both services 
have been very friendly and 
extremely helpful. But the big 
problems were the technical 
ones. ACCESS for example 
used a very slow program that 
would cause serious problems 
for low’ end machines. 
ACCESS tried to fix that with 
an improved version of the pro¬ 
gram. Unfortunately. I feel that 
there was so much pressure to 
get the new version out that not 
enough testing was done. The 
new version suffers from seri¬ 
ous bugs that cause conflict 
between the elements of the old 
and new versions. In the case 
of NET. access-time w-as very 
often slow. Sometimes getting 
through would take anywhere 

more, the distribution of manu¬ 
als using the new Adobe tech¬ 
nology should also be limited to 
legitimate buyers of the soft¬ 
ware. Should the two issues of 
price and piracy be resolved, 
we will end up with the Internet 
as a channel of distribution that 
is pirates' free and cost effec¬ 
tive. The fading of the marginal 
cost will therefore be to the 
benefit of both the developers 
and the users of software. 

Email address: 

Abbassi @ nets.com.jo 


between 5 to 30 minutes. For 
somebody who just wants to 
check his e-mail and huny to 
work that is a lot. 

Content: 

Content makes or breaks 
any on-line service. 1 have 
watched both companies try to 
provide the readers with more 
concent. Wiih the exception of 
few instances, content has 
been very poor on both ser¬ 
vices. For example, with 
Access, the logos of the major 
newspapers, newsletters and 
magazines, have existed for 
several months now. but with 
the exception of The Star and 
Issues we have not seen any 
real additions. Most of what 
exists is admirable but it is not 
mature enough to satisfy the 
needs of customers. In addi¬ 
tion. potentially good content 
sources are not updated period¬ 
ically or used well. I personally 
was hoping that ACCESS 
would merge COMPULINK— 
the real-time economic data 
service—in its bulletin board 
service, rather than making it a 
stand-alone service. 

I am sure that such consoli¬ 
dation would prove beneficial 
for both ACCESS, and its 
users. In both services, chat 
groups (Forums) and e-mail 
are fun buL not sufficient to 
make a good on-line service. A 
suggestion will be adding a 
library of CD-ROMS for 
example to serve the informa¬ 
tion needs of the users. It is 
unfortunate that, as a user. I do 
not need to subscribe to an on¬ 
line service to look at the gen¬ 
eral information and numbers 
that these services offer, I can 
simply buy a copy of “Jordan 
Today" and get the same info 
for one dinar. Both companies 
started to re-sell Internet access 


from Global One as a solution 
to this deficiency, but most 
users can't afford that. I know’ 
people who access the service 
using a 386DX and a 2400 
Kbps modems. 

Managem ent: 

I hope that this paragraph 
doesn't offend the fans of 
either service. The people run¬ 
ning ACCESS and NETS are 
people with great and admira¬ 
ble technical talent. Their main 
problem, though, is that they 
are not run strategically. There 
is a wide difference between 
just management and strategic 
management The latter 
involves a 'mission statement': 
a set of principles that drive the 
company and its activities. 1 
will give the case of ACCESS 
as an example. A few months 
ago. I asked a friend of mine. 
who is a manager at ACCESS, 
why they did not work hard on 
more content, like encyclope¬ 
dias and more magazines and 
newspapers. The answer con¬ 
veyed was that the service was 
running on a tight budget, and 
that there was no intention to 
invest more. The second part of 
the answer was that COMPU¬ 
LINK was the primary service 
and that they preferred to con¬ 
centrate on it. These answers 
show lack of a strategic vision. 

I wondered afterwards if they 
simply introduced the service 
just to keep the lines busy. At 
NETS there have not been 
major, dynamic changes either. 

Since both services are look¬ 
ing towards providing internet 
access and internet content. I 
expecL that the bulletin board 
part of the service will decline 
in importance, in spite of the 
fact that it has a huge potential 
that has not been fully tapped 
yet. ■ 




What METS really needs 


News update 


Jordan's software publish- Export Development Co. 


ers prepare for 


ire puJb l 

GITEX 


• For the first time. Jordan's 
software publishers will be 
present at the Gulf Information 
Technology Exhibition 

(GITEX), as pan of a unified 
delegation. GITEX '96 is the 
largest information technology 
show in the Middle Ease It is 
held annually in Dubai and 
attracts all the major interna¬ 
tional and regional companies 
involved in the region's market. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
GITEX ‘96 will include Ideal- 
Soft. Comsoft, Sedco. Zeine 
Technological Applications. 
Arabic Textware. Micro Soft¬ 
ware and Turath. This group's 
effort is supported by the Jordan 


Novell products on HP 
network servers 

• Novell and Hewlett-Packard 
(HP) have signed an agreement 
allowing HP to distribute 
Novell products including Net¬ 
Ware. GroupWise and Manage- 
Wise on any HP NeiServer. 
This paves the way for better 
integration between Novell 
software and Hewlet-Packard 
hardware, which offers custom¬ 
ers easier setup and installation. 
HP's line of PC servers pro¬ 
vides a new level of power and 
scalability for supporting 
LANs, WANs, Intranets and 
access to the internet 


WHAT CAN be said about the Middle East Technology Show 
(METS), organized annually by the Jordan Computer Society 
(JCS)? Well, to start with, it’s the largest show in the country 
and is viewed as the most prominent computer and information 
technology event. 

However. METS suffers from a number of 
major problems. Foremost of these is the \ 

lack of confidence in the show, among com- 
panics working in the Jordanian computer 
and information technology sector. 

According to some of the leading com- 
puter companies in the country, METS just 
doesn’t serve their purposes. It just doesn't 
provide them with what they require from a 
show, which is mainly the creation of serious 
sales leads and general promotion to their particular audiences. 

The rather limited gains of some companies, compared to 
the relatively large costs of setting up and decorating a booth, 
in addition to halting day-to-day business for a while, as most 
staff will be at the show; are factors that discourage these 
companies. 

On the other hand, there are satisfied exhibitors who say 
METS is there annual chance to sell to the public. So, there are 
very uneven views about the show among the computer sector. 

As far as visitors are concerned, the show is said to have 
attracted 20,000 people last year. 

So. theoretically, METS is a show that deserves more sup¬ 
port. better organization and more region-wide marketing. The 
simple fact that its name implied ‘regionally’ is in itself a 
heavy responsibility on the Jordan Computer Society which 
has been unable, for three years now. to attract one single Mid¬ 
dle Eastern or international exhibitor. 

METS ‘96 started life in 1989 as the Amman Computer 
Expo—-a more humble name, which better resembled its actual 
scope. At that time, it was the first and only annual computer 
show to be held in Jordan. 

In 1994, the Jordan Computer Society decided to rename the 
show, giving it a more regional feel, based on the noble notion 
that Jordan should play a more regional role in the computer 
and IT industry. Hence, the Middle East Technology Show 
(METS) was bom. The rest, to bend a well known saying, is 
‘hardly impressive' history. 

You could say that the first main problem METS suffers 
from, the short preparation period. 

Many have suggested that the Jordan Computer Society con¬ 
tract the services of a professional show-organization com¬ 
pany, which will handle ail aspects of the event, handing over 
its proceeds to the JCS. of course, for a fee. 

The JCS is a professional body that aims to promote aware¬ 
ness among its members and the public regarding computer 
issues, while maintaining the interests of its members. So, it is 
obviously not a show organization specialist 

Upon being asked why the show still hasn't been handed 
over to specialists, the JCS states that they haven’t received 
reasonable offers. Some believe that the JCS views METS ‘96 
as an opportunity to create revenue for the society's treasury, 
and therefore would like to safeguard its interests. Still, this 
show is turning into a national symbol of the local indusuy and 
it deserves much more care and attention. 

Putting this matter aside, it has to be said that the committee 
responsible for organizing METS '96 is very aware of these 
matters and is working towards solving as many problems as 
possible, whilst creating a new image for the METS ‘96 Show. 

If you would like to know, it will be called The World of 
the Internet' and will focus on the on-line services revolution 
in Jordan over the past year. Apart from giving the show more 
of a 'character', the committee is also implementing important 
measures. Next week, we will discuss some of the serious 
moves the new METS Organizing Committee at the Jordan 
Computer Society has announced, to see to it that METS is 
once again, ‘the show of shows'. ■ 


Italian striker raises European standard 
with st u n ning debut display 


When pitching improves, 
Yankees’ slump will end 


By Simon Barnes 

LONDON—Alas, they do not 
call it a trucco di capeilo, but 
Ravanelli's triplella, or three- 
goal performance, was emphat¬ 
ically the trick of the day as, 
after a break of. well, several 
days at least, the FA Carling 
Premiership swung back into 
action again on Saturday, when 
Liverpool left the Riverside 
Stadium with a 3-3 draw. 

There, in the sultry heat of 
Teesside, Fabrizio Ravanelli. 
making a journey from Juven- 
tus to Middlesbrough—in past 
eras the equivalent of making a 
pilgrimage away from Mecca— 
swapped three or four chipped 
passes with head and with foot, 
on the edge of the opposition 
penalty area, without once let¬ 
ting the ball touch the ground, 
with a shag-haired Brazilian 
playing as Middlesbrough's 
libero. Is this really a vignette 
of football in England? 

Football's coming home, 
they told us all through the long 
summer, but where, pray, is 
home? Football, once the most 


xenophobic institution in Eng¬ 
land. has gone pell-mell the 
opposite way; the game has 
been racked by attack after 
attack of xenophilia. What is 
more, there is another Brazil¬ 
ian, Branco, who cannot get 
into the Middlesbrough side. Is 
this the ultimate statement of 
the prevailing mood of the 
Premiership? 

In some ways, Ravanelli's 
transfer, at 7 million, is the 
strangest move of the Iol Even 
as the Premiership expanded in 
recent seasons and took on 
such big-name foreigners as 
Klinsmann and. later. Gullit, 
the cry went up: ah yes. all 
very well, but it is in Italy, in 
Serie A. that you find the real 
thing. We just get the has- 
beens. With Ravanelli moving 
to the Premiership from Italy's 
footballing Olympus. Lhe 
game's ancient values have 
been stood on their heads. 

Is the Premiership really 
now the world's great league? 
Watch Ravanelli and Emerson 
perform that interchange and 
you think, yes: watch their Bra¬ 


zilian team-mate. Juninho. dart¬ 
ing here and there in renewed 
and vitriolic confidence, and 
you find confirmation. 

Or turn to Liverpool and see 
Barnes gliding about in mid- 
field in his daft red boots, or 
McManaman doing his coltish 
frolics all over the pitch, and 
you must say again, yes, this is 
a feast, and let us hope that 
every match of the endless sea¬ 
son is like this: six goals 
shared, any amount of glorious 
attacking, a day to pul the 
spring into the step of anyone 
with a taste For footy. 

The match gave us the first 
goal in the Premiership as 
Bjomcbye. moving sweetly 
goal-side of the defence, put 
Liverpool ahead after four min¬ 
utes from Barnes's free kick. 
Ravanelli equalized from a pen¬ 
alty, and the moment filled him 
with a fire that lasted him the 
resi of the match. 

Barnes put Liverpool ahead 
again, another player getting 
ahead of a hesitant defence, but 
then Liverpool, dozing from a 
quickly-taken free kick. 


allowed Cox to cross for Rava¬ 
nelli to tuck the ball away with 
predacious glee. 

That was half-time, and you 
knew there would be more 
goals. Fowler pul Liverpool 
ahead, and James's tremendous 
save from Ravanelli appeared 
to have made the match safe, 
but the Silver Fox was allowed 
once more into the hen-house 
of the Liverpool defence, and 
he got enough contact on Mus- 
toe’s pass to finish his hat-trick 
and to go into his now familiar 
berserker routine of 
celebration. 

All jolly amusing, and so 
forth, but, after the match, I 
spoke to the reporter from 
Gazetta dello Sport, a man with 
an air of a Borgia cardinal. "A 
nice match, yes." he agreed. 
“And perhaps now they will 
buy some Italian defenders." 

Yes, well, rather a good 
point, actually. The English can 
now claim to have the most 
entertaining league in the 
world. Certainly, the Premier¬ 
ship is a great circus, and 
unquestionably, it sells a lot of 


shirts. This is a great bubble of 
delight, and those like Rava- 
nelli who come seeking the 
bubble reputation with the right 
sincerity find themselves 
greatly loved. 

It is also hard to find in 
one's heart a dislike for those 
managers who throw such 
delightful and skilled attackers 
at us: it fills hearts and stadi¬ 
ums. And. my dear, you arc 
just nobody on Teesside with¬ 
out your No 11 Ravanelli 
shirt—and have you got the 
away-kit version. loo? 

But. all the same, there is not 
so much a lack of defence as a 
lack of seriousness in the Pre¬ 
miership as the season begins. 
There is abroad a mood almost 
of frivolity. As if all clubs bar 
one were really competing for 
second place. 

As if it were necessary to 
sell style rather than content, 
entertainment rather than sport. 
All very well: and a souffle is a 
wonderful dish. But when it 
collapses, it is just scrambled 
eggs. ■ 


Robson ready to reign in Spain 


THE CHATTERING stilled, a hush descended and 
the smell of power flooded into the sprawling tro¬ 
phy rooms at the Nou Camp stadium. The sea of 
journalists parted as the tine of unsmiling men in 
dark suits filed in and took their scats either side of 
a callow youth in a black T-shirt. At the end of the 
table. Bobby Robson looked on. 

Jose Luis Nunez, the Barcelona president and 
one of the most influential men in European foot¬ 
ball. fielded most of the questions. Occasionally, 
when he made a joke, the journalists laughed and 
an extra puff of smoke rose from the cigar of Nico- 
lau Cassaus. the club vice-president. Juan Gaspan. 
the money man. the transfer wheeler-dealer, stared 
straight ahead. 

Then, after a short h.iatus, all eyes turned to 
Ronaldo. 19, the Brazilian whom Robson made the 
most expensive footballer in the world for a week 
before Newcastle United paid 15 million pounds 
for Alan Shearer. This was his formal introduction 
to Barcelona and. outside, the crowds were waiting 
to greet him. 

The striker, who cost more than 13 million 
pounds when Barcelona bought him from PSV 
Eindhoven, muttered a few’ shy words of Portu¬ 
guese and the press conference was brought to a 
close. Before he skipped down the stairs to the car 
park, he posed for photographers with Robson and 
Nunez, each locking hands for the cameras. 


If there ever had been a honeymoon period for 
Robson in his new’ role as the manager of one of 
the world’s biggest club sides . that handshake on 
Monday afternoon brought it to a close. Now that 
Ronaldo has arrived, a fiercely expectant press and 
public are assuming that everything will go like 
clockwork. 

In the six weeks that Robson has been in Spain, 
he has been plunged into a relentless series of pre¬ 
season matches arranged by his predecessor. Johan 
Cruyff. He has been"beset by injuries to leading 
players, but still the media have been dismayed by 
two inconsequential defeats. Like the arrival or 
Shearer in the North East. Ronaldo is being seen 
as the catalyst for an explosion of success. 

Later on Monday, os the sun set behind the main 
stand of the Olympic stadium. Ronaldo trained 
with his team-mates for the first time. By the end 
of the day. the press were pestering Robson about 
whether he would play for a full 90 minutes 
against the Argentinian side. San Lorenzo, in the 
Joan Gamper trophy Tuesday night I August 20). 

Robson said: “He has just had a two-week vaca¬ 
tion. he only arrived in the country on Saturday 
night and suddenly everyone thinks he is going to 
play a full game, score three goals and that every¬ 
thing will suddenly be all right. But he is noL in the 
right condition. He will play 20 minutes at the end 
but wc do not want him to pull a muscle and put 


himself out for the start of' the season on 
September 10." 

Robson, who managed England between 1982 
and 1990 and came here after winning two Portu¬ 
guese championships with Porto, will play 
Ronaldo as a lone striker, supported by the Bulgar¬ 
ian, Stoichkov. on the left, and another Brazilian. 
Giovanni, in front of a midfield that is likely to 
boast the Croatian. Prosineeki. and the Portuguese. 
Figo. There are. though, no Englishmen in his pol¬ 
yglot team. 

“I thought about going for Shearer before we 
signed Ronaldo." Robson said. "I spoke to Ray 
Harford on a couple of occas'ions and he said the 
boy was not for sale, so wc looked elsewhere. 

“He i Ronaldo) is an incredibly gifted player. He 
is a capable boy and very intelligent. He is another 
Romano on the pitch and someone with Shearer's 
sense off it" He handles himself well. 

“When it looked as though Manchester United 
were going to buy Nadal, there was a slim chance 
that Lee Sharpe might come here as part of that 
deal. We had agreed a price with Alex Ferguson 
for Nadal but I don’t think they could meet his 
wage demands. 

'it is not really a conscious decision not to have 
any English players. It is just that the market there 
has become a bit inflated." ■ 


By Rob Parker 

LA Times- Washington Post News Sen-ice 

NEW YORK—The Yankees' recent slide 
has nothing to do with team harmony. 

It has nothing to do with the additions of 
Darryl Strawberry and Cecil Fielder. Some 
believe the Yankees aren't playing the same 
base-to-base baseball they played earlier in 
the season and are now just sitting back and 
waiting for home runs from their two new 
toppers. 

Both theories, though, just don't wash. 

The Yankees' alarming slide—they had 
lost seven of 10 before Tuesday night's rout 
of the California Angels—has everything to 
do with a good old-fashioned pitching slump. 
Especially by the starters. 

Aside from Andy Petti tie, who has won 
(wo of the three in the skid, the starting rota¬ 
tion has been horrid. After Tuesday night's 
two-thirds of an inning, five-eamed-run start 
by David Weathers, the starters had a chubby 
7.51 ERA in the last 11 games, allowing 47 
earned runs in 56 1/3 innings. That's a"full 
run worse than the Detroit Tigers, whose 
staff ERA was an American League-worst 
6.53 going into Tuesday night 

No matter how good your hitting is, most 
Learns just aren't going to win many games 
giving up those numbers. 

Is it a reason for alarm? No. Concern? 
Sure. Just ask Manager Joe Torre. 

“Am 1 concerned?" Torre said before the 
Yankees opened a three-game set with the 
Angels at the Stadium. “Sure. I'm concerned. 
Well, not really. I say I’m concerned of why 
this happened. You know you're going to go 
through a littie bit of a l/8bad) streak. You 
jusL do’t plan on everybody doing it the same 
time." 

Though many have struggled, it's hard noi 
to notice Weathers the most. He seems to dp 
it eveiy time out. The righthander has been 
horrendous since coming over from the Mar¬ 
lins for Mark Hutton. In four starts. Weathers 
is 0-2 with a 14.81 ERA. allowing 17 earned 
runs in 10(FD) innings. 

“It was just a matter of time before the 
team had a slump." second baseman Mariano 
Duncan said. "The pitchers haven't done 
their jobs. 

"Sometimes, when the pitchers do their 
jobs, we don’t get the key hit in the right sit¬ 
uation. But there's no way I can give up on 
this ballclub.” 

Or the starting staff. Except for Weathers, 
that is. 

After yet another awful start, you can bet 
Torre has seen enough. He might try any¬ 
body in that fifth-starter's spot until David 
Cone is ready to rejoin the team. Cone, fight¬ 
ing his way back from a small aneurysm in 
his right shoulder, starts Wednesday at Dou- 
b!e-A Norwich and is shooting for a Sept. 6. 

If Cone comes back, even at 7-5 percent 
he’d be better than a lot of pitchers currently 
in the majors, including Weathers. The addi¬ 


tion of a healthy Cone would make the Yan¬ 
kees lough to beat in a short series. For now, 
the Yankees must just play through some 
unseen bumps in the road. 

“It’s like when hitters go into slumps," 
Strawberry said. “Pitchers go into slumps, 
loo. 

“It's a long season. Everybody’s going to 
run into dog days. You just have to over¬ 
come the dog days by slaying focused." 

The Seattle Mariners are a perfect example 
of doing just that Before they came to the 
Stadium this past weekend and took three of 
four from the Yankees, the Mariners had a 1- 
8 homestand. It wasn't their hitting that did 
them in during that sorry stretch. It was their 
pitching. But they didn’t give in. They 
played through it. And even though the Mari¬ 
ners’ pitching wasn’t great, it was better than 
the Yankees'. 

Baseball is all about pitching. It always 
was and always will be. With that being the 
case, the Yankees can still feel good. This 
season, the Yankees' largest losing streak is 
three games. The only other team to avoid 
such a lengthy slide is the Braves. Yes, they 
have good pitching, too. 

During the slide, the Yankees lost just 
three games off their lead in the AL East. 
People should stop talking about the 12-game 
lead they had. They were never going to win 
the division by double-digits, anyway. There 
are too many good teams fighting for the 
playoffs. 

“I've been on winning teams before and 
this happened to us in 1990 in Cincinnati and 
1993 in Philadelphia," Duncan said. “A lot of 
people thought we were going to choke it up 
because we had big leads and had them cut 
down, 

"But I feel good about this ballclub here." 

So should the fans. Barring injuries, the 
Yankees' starting staff is as good as any in 
the AL. There are enough veterans with solid 
track records to believe that things will only 
get better. Torre believes that, too. 

“I can't be concerned," Torre said. 
"They're healthy and experienced. And if 
you look at the press guide, their numbers are 
better than the last couple times-around." 

If you're going to slump, it’s better to do it 
now rather than wait until the last two weeks 
of the season. “Every good team goes 
through a period where you have slumps." 
Strawberry said. “You just work your way 
through it." 

Duncan agreed: "No matter how good you 
are, the team’s got to slump. We* 11 be all 
right. How can you panic with a ballclub like 
we have?" 

Honestly, you can'L Bui the slide gave 
everybody a glimpse of what happens to a 
team, even a good team such as the Yankees,. 
when your pitchers don't pitch well—y°° 
usually lose. ■ 














